Dear Sisters and Brothers,
Have you noticed? I know that I have. They are coming! Already the roads seem a bit more full, my quiet
places are a little less quiet and the porch at the Red Lion is decorated not just with a new coat of paint, but
with new faces. People are returning for the beauty, peace and gift of the Berkshires.
Their return presents an opportunity for us as well. We have the chance to provide a place of history,
sanctuary, peace and beauty. I have been and am currently working with a number of people to consider ways
that we can open our sanctuary to the pilgrims on the road. Among the people who are coming are those who
have a keen interest in history or even religious history and our simple church is a huge spot of interest
especially for Jonathan Edwards fans. Others who are on their way are here in the midst of some difficulty in
their life or the life of a loved one and they need or desire a place to sit in peace and contemplation. Still
others enjoy music or architecture or simply are curious and want to see what is behind our green doors.
I know this in part because there are a few courageous enough to come to the back of the church and try to get
past the locked doors. I know this because on weekends people will ask if they could go in, while Jake and I
are out front playing. I know this because on days when I have simply opened the doors to get some fresh air
in the sanctuary, people have walked in to take a look or sit and pray.
A few things are happening already. Our historian, Linda Hoddy is working on compiling a self-guided tour
so that people can tour the room and learn more about it. I have been in conversation with Brian Cruey at the
Mission House and Barbara Allen at the Library about linking in with those who go to John Sergeant’s home
or those who go on cemetery tours and are already in the neighborhood. I am talking with Trustees and others
about how to open our building in both an invitational and safe way.
My hope is that we extend our welcome and that we become a sanctuary for anybody who needs one and not
just on Sunday mornings. My hope is that we share our beauty, that we share our story and that we inspire
people. My hope is that we continue to increasingly become a place where all people; whether they call the
Berkshires home or not, whether they believe a little or lot, whether they even know why they have come
through the doors or not know that they can come with the fullness of who they are.
This is not a ploy to get donations (although we will put something out where people might leave them), nor is
it about increasing membership (although I have no doubt people will come through those doors and want to
come back), nor is this about pride (although we have a beautiful building and a rich history). This is about
being church to this corner of the world in this time.
If you are interested in helping with this process, please give me a call – I would be delighted to hear from
you.
Peace,
Brent

Our Shared Life Together

(Please let someone on the Growth
Committee know if we have not
included your birthday or listed it
incorrectly.)
June 2
June 7
June 12
June 13
June 15
June 16
June 17
June 19
June 24
June 26

Dean Parise
Rebecca Hall
Mary Hoeltzel
Michael Deagan
Anne Hutchinson
Karen Lindstrom
Thomas Frelinghuysen
Luke Germain
Fiona Brown
Jean Stackhouse
Anne Fix
Pat LaBagh

PLEASE REMEMBER THE
FOLLOWING IN YOUR PRAYERS:
Brian Bishop, Adams, Bill Holmes,
Lenox, and Jackie and David Hawkins,
Stockbridge.
A note about our Prayer Ministry:
This is a place that cares deeply about
prayer. Each Sunday we name our Joys
and Concerns and share them with one
another. Each Wednesday in Morning
Prayer we honor and remember them.
We are currently working on a way to
share those prayer concerns more quickly and to consider how they might find a
place in a monthly publication like this
one. We hope to have that resolved by
the June Newsletter—in the mean time,
if you have ideas, please give the office
a call! Thank you for your love, care
and prayers for our common life.

Thank You’s
Thank you to the Fitzpatrick family and the mailroom crew at Country Curtains for mailing out our
Newsletter each month. A GREAT BIG thank you to the ladies at Riverbrook and to all my helpers. I truly
appreciate all your hard work.
~ Nancy

News From Boards And Committees
Growth and Fellowship
THANKS FOR STOPPING BY, HONEY!
Have you noticed folks walking around the church with something sweet?
Wondered what was going on? Last November, Growth & Fellowship began
welcoming visitors to the church with jars of honey, which we hand out at Coffee
Hour. We sourced our first batch right here in Stockbridge from the Meaghers on
Church Street. The program was such a success out of the gates that we quickly
realized we would need to find a larger source. Rulison Honey Farms in
Amsterdam, NY is now our supplier.

Extending hospitality to strangers is something that Jesus calls on the whole
church to do—that means you!—and so if you bring a friend to church or
recognize a new visitor, please extend a handshake and a smile, and let a member
of Growth & Fellowship know so all of our first-time guests leave Coffee Hour with some sweet honey for
their tea or toast, and some even sweeter memories of our church.

Christian Education
Christian Education has been hosting a six-week Bible study on the Book of Job. In our meeting last night,
member discussed the importance of the fear of God. What does it mean for Christian to fear God? Proverbs
9:10 says, "The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom." We spoke about the way modern Christians
approach God Almighty. How do we balance the nearness of the Holy Spirit with the awesomeness and the
wholly otherness of God the Father? Job's friends were quite disapproving of Job's cavalier and challenging
attitude towards God. They worried that Job's irreverent attitude did not show proper respect for the grandeur
of God. This opened an important conversation about the ways in which believers can cultivate not only a
relationship of intimacy with God through the Holy Spirit but also an attitude of reverence, respect, and
perhaps even fear of God Almighty.
Jeremy Ridenour

Mission and Action
When this goes to print we will be half way through our funding year. Our Mission and Action committee
has been hard at work staffing the People’s Pantry every seven weeks and is grateful for the food and money
that is collected each first Sunday of the Month. In fact many people drop off food at other times as well
which we gather in the back classroom and count for delivery at the pantry site once a month. As a reminder,
the pantry is always in need of items that can’t be bought with government assistance such as household
items: dish soap, toilet paper, kleenex, aluminum foil, cleaners and cleansers, laundry soap. Personal
hygiene items are always welcome such as toothpaste, toothbrushes, shampoo/conditioner, deodorant.
As we look at the second half of the year we will be providing two meals for the hungry in Pittsfield, one in
June and one in November. You might recall in other newsletters that a program called Cathedral in the
Night provides a lunch every Sunday afternoon on the front lawn of St. Joseph’s Church on North Street.
Last November our Mission and Action committee led by Hal and Ann Brink provided lunch to dozens of
hungry citizens of Pittsfield. We decided as a committee that this was a valuable outreach program and so
we will continue it this year.
(over)

While we tend to take slower pace with funding during the summer months, there is a request for us to help
feed the children/families that do after school camp at Muddy Brook Elementary School. Anne Hutchinson
lead the charge last year and has been planning for this Summer. She is always looking for volunteers to help
and several members of our congregation have agreed to work with her.
Our sub-committee The Green Team has been working extensively these last few months to get recognition by
the Mass UCC to have our church designated as a Green Congregation. This is an exciting mission for us.
During the summer they will have a working presence with the vacation bible school leaders and children. In
late August, you won’t want to miss a presentation on Mountaintop mining in West Virginia by
environmental Attorney Jim Hecker from Washington, DC.
Mission and Action will be working toward the October “Walk to Prevent Homelessness” with Construct of
Great Barrington. The annual walk usually begins at Butternut ski area and ends at the Barrington Fair
Grounds where there is food and music and a sense of joy!
November will have us back in Pittsfield for the Cathedral in the Night, and last but not least is our mission to
provide Christmas joy to those in need. Our planning for this project starts in October and builds as we head
into Thanksgiving and then the gifts are needed back at the church a good 10 days to two weeks before
Christmas so they can be delivered. The timing is rapid paced but the rewards are great. In the annual report
you can read all about it, and we’ll make more information available as we get into the late Fall.
Mission and Action is always looking for additional volunteer to help with our projects. Please let us know if
you want to help or if you have a mission project that is dear to your heart. There’s room for all ideas!
Respectfully submitted,
Madonna Meagher, Chair, Mission and Action.
The Green Team

Summer 2016 Trinity Challenge….Brought to you by the Green Team!!
Hopefully this title has grabbed your attention, and will take root in your heart, with your faith enveloping this
intriguing church-wide challenge!
“The Trinity Challenge” is a name which evokes the beautifully crafted Trinity, which connects God in three
persons, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, and that each person is divine and that there is only one God.
The Green Team is pleased to announce our Trinity Challenge. Inquiring minds, please prepare to participate
in a fun adventure that calls on us all to take action and to faithfully connect to our environment and our role
as care takers of our Earth.
For ten Sundays, beginning on July 3rd and culminating on September 4th, the Green Team challenges all of us
who attend church to accomplish the following: for every three members in church our goal is to have only
one gas powered vehicle in the parking lot. We hope for ten weeks to achieve this goal of only one car in
the parking lot for every three people. We are giving some notice so that we all can prepare how we
personally will make this happen.
During the next coffee hour you will find detailed sign- up sheets and pertinent info that will help you figure
out a comfortable way for us all to achieve this goal.
The Green Team hopes that everyone will be as excited as we are to see how this plays out. We strongly
believe that this Trinity Challenge will be a success and a true example of how we at the First Congregational
Church of Stockbridge UCC are taking deliberate actions to help care for our common home. Thank you in
advance from The Green team to all who participate. If you have any questions please feel free to contact
Jennifer Germain at jlgermain77@gmail.com or 1-413-298-7043.

Service League

We called, you responded! Thanks to an outpouring of generosity from the congregation, we were able to
assemble and send 53 school, hygiene, and baby kits to be distributed by Church World Service to refugees
fleeing war and natural disasters. Your contributions enabled us to join Zion Lutheran and the First Baptist
Church of Pittsfield, and the First Congregational Church of Great Barrington is a combined effort that
yielded a total of 147 kits. THANK YOU for being there for us so that we can be there for those in need!
Deacon’s
You in me, and I in you
On a Sunday in May, we observed our worship by praying together. This is nothing new: we do this every
week. But the experience of praying together in this worship service had a special meaning. First of all, it
demonstrated to our whole congregation what the Wednesday morning prayer group does every week: this
group prays together, for us. They take our “joys and concerns” and magnify them by making them the
focal point of a small community of praying people.
When we think about this simple activity, we can only be amazed at the amplification of healing power. In
Sunday worship, we speak our joys and concerns, and so we notify each other about what is truly on our
hearts. And, in Sunday worship, we lift those prayers together to God, and in that process bind ourselves as
a community caring for each other and asking God’s grace to come down upon our neighbors as well as
ourselves. Then on Wednesday, when many of us are going about our busy lives, our fellow congregants
are still holding us in their hearts. They pray together, binding them together as a community (and if you
have been there on Wednesday morning you know how close it feels) and binding us to them. And we get
double value on our joys and concerns, so to speak.
I believe God hears all this, and notices. I am not an expert on what God thinks or feels about our prayers. I
do believe that “joys and concerns” are important: we balance prayers of supplication with prayers of
thanksgiving, and I do believe that matters. I also believe that “sometimes the answer to a prayer is no.”
Sometimes what we ask for and what we get are two different things, but that does not mean our prayer has
not been heard.
I once stopped my car to pray in a roadside turnout. I was feeling the need to speak directly to God, and I
make it my own practice not to pray while driving (because when it comes to praying, I like to do one thing
at a time: multi-tasking is fine, but not when prayer is one of the tasks). I spoke my peace, and when I
opened my eyes, I noticed that I was covered with tiny caterpillars- hundreds of them- that had dropped
from the trees on me while I was praying. I laughed out loud: what was God trying to tell me? Take notice
of the abundance of life all around you? You are, like these caterpillars, one of My creatures, but about as
significant as one of them? When life gives you lemons, it also gives you caterpillars? I thought long and
hard about what God meant to tell me- and I felt sure this was an answer to my prayers- and I found great
comfort in this mysterious answer. But I had to interpret it by myself.
We can, and do, pray alone, and if we listen, we hear God’s answer alone. But when we pray together, we
hear God’s answer together, and we can share what we speak in prayer and what we hear back. In our
community, and in our community-building act of communal prayer, this is what I hear: “that they may all
be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you.” (John 17:21)
David Anderegg

Events & Happenings
Graduation Celebration Breakfast - Sunday, June 12th - 8:30 a.m. - Lee UCC Church
Seniors from various churches and high schools will participate. Our graduate is Logan Higuera, (Mary Jane
Dunlop’s son) from Pittsfield High School. June 8th is the last date for reservations and seating is limited. RSVP
to either to Don, parakalein@me.com or to Joanne at j_wodecki@yahoo.com Thank you.

Greening our Bathrooms
You might notice a few changes around the bathrooms as the Green Team continues to make our
buildings and grounds more creation friendly:

The hand soaps are all non-scented,
green-friendly formula soaps.
The hand towels are made from
100% recycled unbleached paper.
The toilet paper is two-ply made
from 100% recycled material.

This has been a process slowly evolving ever since Betsey McKearnan got the idea and went out and
bought some supplies. These supplies now come from our same distributor so not only are we helping
lower our footprint, but we are encouraging the manufacture and distribution of these kinds of products.
(Don’t worry, our toilets are already low-flush so don’t expect the grass anytime soon!).

“Calling All Ages to Care for Creation”
God saw everything that he had made, and indeed it was very good.
Genesis 1: 31a
Save the Dates: July 29, 30 and 31.
What's happening?
A 3-Day Vacation Bible School (3DVBS), sponsored by the Green Team and the Christian Education
Committee focusing on the call to each of us to care and nurture God's creation including all who call it home.
This is an intergenerational event with a nursery and separate classes for younger and older children, and
combined youth and adults. There will be discussions, hands-on activities and time spent in God's wonderful
fields of nature.
Who is invited?
As a welcoming church, this event is provided to our church family and the larger community including other
churches. In other words, everyone is invited, large and small, old
and young.
Why is your involvement so important?
It is never too early or too late to start taking care of creation. If we
are to enlarge our church mission and vision as stewards of and for
God's earth and its people, we need to work together. Without "U" the
church's mission missing something special - you!
How can you help?
1. Join the planning committee and help make this event happen.
2. Pray for guidance for those organizing, presenting and attending
our 3DVBS.
3. Serve as an educational coordinator teacher and/or assistant
teacher.
4. Help create, lead or join in the music/songs sung at gathering times.
5. Help with creative projects for children and/or adults.
6. Help plan, prepare and/or serve food.
7. Serve on advertising committee to promote event in creative ways.
8. Loan items such as screened tent for youth and adults to meet outside.

Anticipated Event times
Friday 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Saturday 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Sunday 10 am worship

For further information, please contact Don Paine (youth and adult programs),
Mary Lou Ryce (children programs), Brent (Friday evening locavore dinner) or
Jen Germaine (Green Team coordinator).

Morning Prayer Continues
Wednesdays – 8:00 a.m. – 8:25 a.m.
On Sunday, May 22 we brought Morning Prayer to Sunday
worship to bathe the worship in prayer and to give people an
idea of what we do on Wednesday mornings.
On a traditional Wednesday between 8 and 12 people gather in a circle for a time of peace, quiet and
reflection. While many people come back regularly each service has its own sense of rhythm and
connection so no matter how often you come, you are welcome and will be able to follow along.
We tend to follow the same liturgy for six weeks or so to let it become familiar and easy. We always
make room for sharing – coffee and tea are ready at 7:45 and during the service there will always be
points of interaction. We also make room for some quiet introspection, reflection and consideration.
Finally, we incorporate the prayers lifted on Sunday as a way of honoring and remembering them.
We are beginning a new cycle so now is the perfect time to check it out. If you have questions or want to
know more feel free to contact Jo Ann Levitt or Brent.

Taking Worship Outside!
Sunday, July 3

The Fourth of July Weekend is a major happening here in the
Berkshires. With the opening of Tanglewood and the sweet
sounds of James Taylor, the Summer Season is officially and
fully launched. People will travel from miles around to sit out on
the lawn feast on food and bask in beauty.
What a great time for us to head outdoors too!
We will invite people to our front lawn where we will do the things we do every Sunday – sing, pray,
share, learn and come face to face with the divine. Since it is a first Sunday of the month, we will also
spread a table outdoors and share our feast with anyone who is hungry.
Plans are still coming together, but if you would like to help, please let me know. Also this would be a
perfect time to invite a friend to come along so as you talk with them about holiday plans, include
an invitation to come and see. (And unlike J ames Taylor ther e will be good par king and you won’t
have to get here hours ahead of time just to get a decent seat!).

Our Life in Pictures
Care for Creation Sunday

Pentecost Sunday

Blessing our new Piano

Sending Blessings for the
Slocombe Family

