Opening Up for the Summer
Greetings to all of you as we continue deeper into what has already been a stunning beginning to summer. My
parents have a cabin in northern Wisconsin and every fall they shut it down, they give it a good clean, they
empty the pipes, they check that everything is good and secure and then they leave. Every summer they go
and open it up again and they will tell you that the first weekend requires an equal amount of work to open it
back up again. Someone there are things that need to be cleaned, windows need to be opened to let in the
fresh air and the water needs to be turned back on. They open it up not just for themselves, but because they
know it is a place where friends, family and loved ones love to come. They open it up so that people might
come over. In July we too will be opening things up a bit around here:
Sunday July 3rd – Outdoor Worship
We will open our family and our worship to the community as we move out onto the lawn. The weekend of
the 4th is one of the busiest in the entire summers here in Stockbridge. It is a weekend where people are
abundant and outside. We will bring our life, our worship and even our feast of communion outdoors and
welcome anyone and everyone to come and join us. It would be a great time to bring along a friend or two (or
six for that matter). Weather permitting, we will also have our fellowship time on the lawn too!
Opening the Sanctuary
This summer we will be opening the Sanctuary more during the week and on weekends as a place of
relaxation, peace, prayer, beauty and retreat. Some will come in because they love old churches, others
because they need a place to pray or wrestle with something big, others because they are hot and need to rest,
still others because they are curious and still others for reasons we couldn’t possibly guess. As they enter,
people will find a self-guided tour (written by Linda Hoddy), a prayer box where they can leave their prayers,
a donation box where they can help us keep this sanctuary open to the world, and a place of beauty, meaning
and peace.
We are also working with the Mission House and the Library to coordinate a larger walking tour of Historic
Stockbridge to bring people down to this part of town. I will continue to work with the Trustees, Growth and
Fellowship and others to make sure that we are doing this in a safe, welcoming and faithful way. If you want
to help make this a reality, please give me a call. If you have questions, concerns or ideas, please give me a
call.
Our idea is to bring people in and then see where it goes – to be a place of welcome and sanctuary in the midst
of the world. Of course once people come in we have to open our hearts, our lives and our families to them,
but having spent the last 3 ½ years with you, I am not worried about that part at all.
Peace,
Brent

Our Shared Life Together

HAPPY JULY BIRTHDAYS
(Please let someone on the Growth
Committee know if we have not
included your birthday or listed it
incorrectly.)
July 1
July 2
July 4
July 5
July 6
July 8
July 11
July 14
July 15
July 16
July 17
July 21

Gary Schieneman
Vicky Cooper
Carl Bradford
Frank Russell
Maddie Alsdorf
Connor Hall
Mia Freeman
Morgan Middlebrook
Jill Fleming
Jay Wise
Marjorie Dix
Patricia Strauch
Margaret Hornick
Teresa Gentile
Eric Germain
Bill Holmes

PLEASE REMEMBER THE
FOLLOWING IN YOUR PRAYERS:
Brian Bishop, Adams
Bill Holmes, Lenox,
Jackie and David Hawkins, Stockbridge
Don Paine, W. Stockbridge
Betsey McKearnan, Stockbridge
Mary Hoeltzel, Stockbridge
Susan Moyle Lynch, Lenox

A note about our Prayer Ministry:
This is a place that cares deeply about prayer.
Each Sunday we name our Joys and Concerns
and share them with one another. Each
Wednesday in Morning Prayer we honor and
remember them. We are currently working
on a way to share those prayer concerns more
quickly and to consider how they might find a
place in a monthly publication like this one.
If you have ideas, please give the office a
call! Thank you for your love, care and
prayers for our common life.

News From Boards And Committees
Growth and Fellowship
Annual Strawberry Shortcake Social
Get ready for the Strawberry Social! On July 10 after church on the front lawn (weather permitting, JE room
if it rains), we will celebrate summer with strawberries, cream and shortcake. Invite your relatives, neighbors
and friends! Sponsored by Growth and Fellowship.
Thank you to all who came out on Father’s Day to attend the All Church picnic on June 19. The weather was
splendid, the lake and grounds welcoming, and the fellowship warm and memorable. Thanks to the
Schneyer’s for hosting this annual event and to all who helped out.

Coffee Hour: Thanks to all who hosted coffee hour in June. We appreciate your efforts to help us share our
most precious gift of fellowship together!

Christian Education
Christian Education is offering a new small group for the month of August that will read Flannery
O’Connor’s short stories. Hailing from rural Georgia, O’Connor was one of the most significant American
fiction writers of the mid-twentieth century who wrote in a Southern Gothic style. She is famous for her
short stories that focus on important themes such as faith, race, and rural life. Her stories confront the reader
with the darkness of human nature and the profound grace of God that can transform lives. The small group
will meet for five consecutive Mondays from 7-8:30 p.m. Contact Jeremy Ridenour at
jeremy.ridenour@gmail.com if you are interested in the group.

Mission and Action
“Neither snow nor rain nor heat nor gloom of night stays these couriers from the swift completion of
their appointed rounds”. While this motto is attributed to the US Postal Service, it could also be our
Mission and Action motto for June. On the first Sunday in June our committee served the hungry and
homeless in Pittsfield on the front lawn of St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church.
We prepared the food the day before in our kitchen. The menu: Chicken Salad, Macaroni Salad, Fruit,
Peanut butter packaged cookies, hard boiled eggs and homemade cookies from the best bakers we have at
our church. Our shoppers were Hal and Ann Brink and Madonna. Gege Kingston, Ronnie Cunningham, Hal
and Ann, Madonna and Mary Lou Ryce chopped the pounds of red peppers, celery, onions, and parsley. It
was a huge undertaking.

We loaded up our coolers on Sunday and headed up to Pittsfield. This particular Sunday the location was
changed to St. Stephen’s Church. Normally the meal is on the front lawn of St. Joe’s on North Street but
there was a graduation ceremony so the venue needed to change for this one Sunday. The sky was cloudy
but we hoped for the best but...it poured rain, buckets of rain! Our small committee wore rain slickers and
we served the food. There was a tiny tent to give a bit of shelter but most people just took their food and
found an alcove near the church to eat. We served about 30 meals, and gave the rest to the Episcopal church
to drive over to Barton’s Crossing homeless shelter two miles away from the church.
While we felt that it would have been wonderful to serve as many people as we had last November, we
understood that many regular attendees could not get over to St. Stephen’s.
(over)

We have committed to another meal for Cathedral in the Night this coming November. Let’s keep our fingers
crossed that we will not have snow nor rain.
In other news, we welcome Mary Lou Ryce to our committee. We give a huge thank you to Casey Jones and
Donna Jacobs who served for the last three years. It has been a pleasure to have been on a committee with
these fine women.
July will feature a mission project headed by Anne Hutchinson. The “Backpack Project”. Many of you might
remember that Anne worked with the Muddy Brook Elementary School last year to provide food for poor
children who go to summer school camp. With partial funding from Mission and Action this year, Anne will
be working with Muddy Brook administrators to provide food in backpacks for the children and their families
on a weekly basis. Anne will be asking our congregation to help provide snacks like last year. We thank
Anne for all she does in mission outreach. We also want to thank all the church volunteers that have made a
commitment to work with Anne to ensure the project runs smoothly.
The Green Team
The Trinity Challenge
By The Green Team
Did you know that carpooling and public transportation drastically reduce CO2 emissions by spreading them out over many riders?
The Green Team proudly challenges the First Congregational Church of Stockbridge, UCC to care for our environment in a
thoughtful, capable and all-inclusive way. This may not seem as though it will make any difference for our environment but every
little bit counts and that is the premise for this challenge in it’s actuality.
For ten Sundays, beginning on July 3rd and ending on September 4th, the Green Team challenges all of us who attend this church to
accomplish the following: for every three members in church, our goal is to have only one gas powered vehicle in the parking
lot. We hope for ten weeks to achieve this goal of only one car in the parking lot for every three people.
What does this mean for you and your Sunday morning and how you arrive at church? We each will need to consider a few things
that will factor in to your decision of how to get to church and to help the church reach this goal.
Ideas and suggestions:
1. Carpool

2. Add your name and address and email in JE room on sign up sheet in order to compile a carpooling list.
3. Ride your bicycle
4. Walk
Public Transportation
Of course there will be many factors for each of us to plan in order to make this a reality. At the end of this challenge, we will
evaluate our efforts and our goal is to accomplish this challenge for at least 7 out of the ten Sundays
Many will be excited to know that we will all celebrate with a “green” inspired BBQ in the fall. And then on to a fall/winter
challenge………..

Service League
By the time you read this, the Summer Fair will be just over a month away - and we all know how fast these summer
months go. On Saturday, August 13th, from 10 am till 2 pm, the Service League will unveil a cornucopia of summer's
bounty, including fresh flowers, produce, baked goods, crafts, preserves, and, for the first time this year, a miniGrandma's Attic! Please plan to come, bring your out-of-town guests, shop, and support our mission projects. And
don't forget that we welcome donations of your baked goods, preserves, and garden overflow. We WILL be happy to
take some of your extra zucchini!

Trustees

At the last Trustees meeting it was suggested and agreed we should pursue the purchase of an AED
Defibrillator with a corresponding service agreement for the church. Given the age of our population and the
fact we also occasionally house the general population we should have the unit installed and have several
people trained in its use. We also should be sure to have members certified in the use of CPR or at least know
who is currently certified.
We have approved funding for Lemolini Painting, LLC to come to the church to work on refurbishing the
windows and shutters on the East side of the sanctuary. Mr. Lemolini’s current estimate is $4,650.00 and
includes the cost of a lift so he may more efficiently reach the upper windows. This work is being done in
advance of construction of the Memorial Garden once that project has been fully funded. At the same time,
The Trustees have approved a transfer of $10,000 into the Memorial Garden Fund project. This honors a
request by the original donating member.
The Trustees have now ‘charged’ the newly formed Trustees Task Force to begin their work on the capital
needs of the church. This task force will do a complete review of the status of church structures and facilities.
They will also make a list of all the ongoing maintenance needs of the church and will formulate a schedule
to be employed as a predictive for future needs. In a related matter, while looking at our expenses there was a
discussion of what we may need to do regarding future budgeting issues.
Every five years the Trustees are entrusted to do a review and revision of the By-Laws. As we are due to
follow through on this we will be in touch with Brent and other members to determine the time and process
for doing this while we remain in compliance with our rules.
Going forward, the Trustees will meet each third Wednesday of the month at 7:30pm. Robert Doerr will
continue for another year as Chairman.
Respectfully submitted,
Robert Doerr, Chairman
Deacons
Missing Worship one of these Sundays?
No worries. The Deacon's Committee is seeing to it that each week's sermon is recorded, transcribed, and
brought to you in bulletin form, available on one of the tables in the Narthex. Feel free to pick up copies
of past sermons, read, and enjoy the message. Pass on to friends, if you like; they too may be inspired by the
Good Views.
Reflections from a Deacon

I was offered the opportunity to write an article on “Finding God in Nature,” which I happily excepted. I had
plenty of time between the acceptance and the deadline, so there was the possibility to think leisurely about
the topic. However, during that time, a series of events occurred and I felt compelled to change the topic ever
so slightly to “Finding God Out in The World.”
We are so fortunate, here in the Berkshires, it is impossible to walk out of our front doors and not see God’s
handiwork. In summer, the lush rolling hills, the soul wrenching blue sky, the dramatic clouds, the
shimmering lakes, the rolling fields filled with live stock or corn or hay, all of these, if you stop long enough
to notice them can bring your heart into your throat and a tear to your eye.
If you take the time to walk off of the beaten path, you can be treated a cacophony of God’s sounds: bird
song, cicadas, frogs, crickets, babbling brooks, the woop, woop, woop of a pheasant beating its wings, the
call of a Mourning Dove, all of which have the power to fill you with awe and wonder.
(over)

When you drive your car with the windows open you are able to smell God in the scent of fresh cut lawns
or newly mowed hay fields, in the spring there is the scent of freshly fertilized fields. You can stroll
through a garden and be cocooned in the aroma of roses and lilies, and a huge variety of other heavenly
scents.
As a fresh berry bursts in your mouth, or a tomato just picked and still warm from the sun fills you mouth
with delight, or a lively mix of greens fills your plate, you are able to taste God’s work and his love, as he
nourishes your body and soul.
When the sun warms your skin or the water of the green river cools your skin, or you feel the sticky
roughness of the corn husks as you shuck corn for dinner, you are touching God. God’s handiwork is all
around us if we stop and look for it.
There are times when it can be VERY difficult to see God out is the world. Most recently it was Orlando
FL, but if I say Newton, Charleston, San Bernardino, Boston Marathon, or 9/11, it will bring to mind
terrible violence. Innocent lives cut short, people just going about their lives, loving, laughing and then
they are gone. In those times, we may shake our fist at the sky and yell, “Why? Why God have you
forsaken us? Why have you brought us such pain and misery?” In thinking about Orlando, the only way
that I have been able to make sense of this of senseless tragedy is to Look for God. I found him in the
people who lined up to give blood. I found him in the airline that flew family members to Orlando for
free. I found him in the outpouring of love that came from people from all walks of life. I found him in the
man from the Midwest who made crosses for each victim and then drove 1200 miles to deliver them.
I had to remind myself that just like it takes darkness for us to see the light, it often takes a tragedy for us
to see the work of God through the deeds of his children. I like to think that if we all take the time to
notice the work of God in the little things in life, maybe there will be fewer tragedies to remind us of his
love.
To every person in this world who has had their life touched by violence, I send you love and light and
prayers that God, however you experience him/her, will hold your forever and bless you with his love.
Respectfully Submitted,
Karen O. Lindstrom

Events & Happenings
Muddy Brook Summer Food Assistance – July 9-August 7
48% of all students who attend Muddy Brook Elementary School are part of families who qualify for food
assistance. This church is part of a coalition that is addressing that problem by sending children home
over the weekend with backpacks full of healthy food. Specifically we are asked to bring
“Cheerios” (plain variety of any brand, NO Honey Nut Cheerios), Wheat Thins, Triscuits, and yogurt
squeezable TUBES (Stonyfield YoKids, Yoplait, Chobani). Put items in the church kitchen, yogurt in the
fridge. Backpacks are put together by a team at Muddy Brook every Thursday. Questions – see Anne
Hutchinson.

Taking Worship Outside!
Sunday, July 3
The Fourth of July Weekend is a major happening here in the Berkshires. With the opening of Tanglewood
and the sweet sounds of James Taylor, the Summer Season is officially and fully launched. People will travel
from miles around to sit out on the lawn feast on food and bask in beauty.
What a great time for us to head outdoors too!
We will invite people to our front lawn where we will do the things we do every Sunday – sing, pray, share,
learn and come face to face with the divine. Since it is a first Sunday of the month, we will also spread a table
outdoors and share our feast with anyone who is hungry.
Plans are still coming together, but if you would like to help, please let me know. Also this would be a perfect
time to invite a friend to come along so as you talk with them about holiday plans, include an invitation
to come and see. (And unlike J ames Taylor ther e will be good par king and you won’t have to get here
hours ahead of time just to get a decent seat!).
From the Vision Work Group
Dear Friends in Christ,
A short time ago, the congregation was invited to participate in the visioning
process by exploring the subjects of ‘Passionate Worship’ and ‘Radical
Hospitality,’ which are two of the Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations, by
Robert Schnase. In the first of two sessions held on these topics, we also had
an opportunity to hear from Rev. Dr. Mary Luti on what visioning is.
Subsequently, we gathered to talk about ‘Risk Taking Service’ and
‘Transformative Formation (Education)’.
Many of you joined in those meetings to express your ideas. They were recorded and made available to the
Vision Working Group. Your contributions have accelerated the pace of the group’s work, with regular
meetings occurring every week to ten days. The group has observed some overall themes from the
congregation’s input. Connecting to God, to each other, and to the world continue to surface as themes.
Another theme is creativity and the arts in worship. New themes and directions continue to emerge as we
continue to pray, listen, talk and share.
Following our review of the congregation’s brain storming about passionate worship, we examined two very
different vision statements from other churches. In so doing, we realized the stylistic differences that we will
need to reconcile in the process. The group was challenged to write a portion of a possible vision statement for
our church related to the Arts. This exercise brought the difficulty of crafting a church vision statement into
focus for the group. Despite the difficulty of the exercise, it provoked open and thoughtful discussion.
In other meetings, we have considered the congregation’s ideas on radical hospitality and education. The
congregation’s active participation in the process will continue in a variety of ways.
We hope that you might be able to join us for continued dialogue on July 10th as we consider the topics of our
sense of connection to the larger community as well as how our buildings as grounds might play a role in our
life together, our ministry and our vision.
Peace and Joy,
Marjorie Elinor Dix, on behalf of the Vision Work Group

Calling All Ages to Care for Creation
First Congregational Church Stockbridge, MA UCC
July 29, 30 and 31, 2016

God saw everything that he had made, and indeed it was very good. Genesis 1:31
What’s happening and When?
The Green Team and the Christian Education Committee will host this wonderful weekend of faith,
learning, caring and focusing on the call to each of us to nurture God’s creation, including all who call it
home.
Event times: Friday, July 29th 5:30-7:30pm/Saturday, July 30th 9:00am-4:00pm/
Sunday, July 31st 10am wor ship
Who is invited?
All ages from zero to 100 and beyond are welcome and invited to participate in this important weekend.
As a welcoming church, this event is provided to our church family and the larger community including
other churches.
Why is your involvement so important?
It is never too early or too late to start taking care of creation. If we are to enlarge our church mission and
vision as stewards of and for God’s earth and its people, we need to work together. In addition, it’s
expected that everyone involved will have a fabulous and meaningful time.
Please be aware that the VBS 2016 will include the following:
Fun, faith, food, songs, gatherings, family, friends, crafts, outdoors, hikes, serving and helping the
community, fun, games, circle time, lessons, discussions, trees, water, weather, stewardship, caring,
loving, joyful, determination, sharing, prayers, music, projects and so much more.
For further information, please contact:
Don Paine (youth and adult programs) parakalein@me.com
Mary Lou Ryce (children’s programs) marylou.ryce@gmail.com
Pastor Brent Damrow (Friday evening local dinner) bdamrow@stockbridgeucc.org
Jen Germain (Green Team coordinator) jlgermain77@gmail.com

There are so many ways that you can participate…. even if you cannot actually be there! Please
contact one of us and we will let you know how you can help out!

New Day Off and Open Office Hours for Brent
Beginning in July – Brent will move his day off to Fridays for the summer and moving
forward. I am not switching to keep you guessing, but rather because in the Fall Jakey
will start at St. Paul’s preschool and this will work out much better for the family. As a
result, also starting in July, I will hold Open Office Hours on Tuesdays from 1:30 – 4:30.
Come on by!!

Summer Giving Reports
All those who pledge a specific amount to our church budget each year normally receive a progress report
of your giving every three months. That would include a summer report in early July based on June 30
figures. However, this year I will be traveling during the first two weeks of July and could not produce
reports before late July. Therefore, this year the summer reports will be based on July 31 figures and you
will receive them in early August. Thanks for your patience. -- Ron Hanft, Financial Secretary.

A Book Read and
Discussion
Summer is a great time to read a good book and this one certainly qualifies. You are invited to a series of
conversations with me (Brent) about this book and the questions it raises. Emily is a gifted Pastor (Exeter,
NH) and writer (many of you have read her words in the Still Speaking Devotional). In this book she raises
some critical issues about what it means to be a progressive, Christian Church in this time and place. I have
found the book energizing, challenging, insightful, beautiful, troubling and engaging. I think her ideas and
writing will resonate within this church. Her own church is similar to ours in many ways (and it is where
Stu and Diane Benedict decided to go to church when they moved to New Hampshire).
Her book is structured in three parts: (1) Finding Our Purpose, (2) Being Transformed by God, and (3)
Transforming the World. My idea would be to read the book in those three chunks with a discussion in
between each. More than a study, my hope is that our time together will be talking about what she raises in
the context of our own church. I hope that we will share our own experiences, questions, ideas and dreams.
I hope that the time will bring us closer to God, closer to each other and closer to this world we live in.
Whether you know a little or a lot about church, however you understand Jesus, whatever your current
relationship with God or the church is, and wherever you are on your own journey I firmly believe these
discussions will be good for you, for me and for this church.
There is a sign-up sheet in the JE room to indicate interest. Once we get an idea of how many people, we
will pick some dates and get started. We have some copies on the way to the church office for your use and
it is available for your kindle. The books have a cost of $18 so if you can afford to
reimburse the church, that is great and if not please take one anyway and participate!
If you have questions or ideas, please give me a call or stop on by!

UPDATED COMMITTEE/BOARD MEETING TIMES AND MEMBERSHIP
(*Indicates chair)
BOARD OF DEACONS - 2nd Tuesday - 7:00 p.m.
CLASS OF 2017
David Anderegg *
Joyce Hovey
Carl Bradford
Jim McMenamy

CLASS OF 2018
Steve Bankert
Patty Fadding
Karen Lindstrom
Ronnie Cunningham

CLASS OF 2019
Cindy Brown
Terry Wise
Frank Russell
Gary Schieneman

BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION - 1st Tuesday - 7:00 p.m.
CLASS OF 2017
Cathy Clark
Jeremy Ridenour *

CLASS OF 2018
Donald Paine
Linda Russell

CLASS OF 2019
Nick Pohl
Fiona Brown

BOARD OF MISSION & ACTION - 3rd Wednesday - 5:45 p.m.
CLASS OF 2017
Ann Brink
Hal Brink
Madonna Meagher *
Vicky Cooper

CLASS OF 2018
Betsey McKearnan
Jeannene Booher
Jennifer Germain *

CLASS OF 2019
Mary Lou Ryce

GROWTH AND FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE - 1st Monday - 5:30 p.m.
CLASS OF 2017
Ivy Cote
Wendy Nicolosi
John Canning
Janet Canning

CLASS OF 2018
Diane Fogarty *
Michael Rebic

CLASS OF 2019
Nell Ezequelle
Pat LaBagh

BOARD OF TRUSTEES - 3rd Wednesday - 7:30 p.m.
CLASS OF 2017
Bronly Boyd
Joe Nicolosi
Jon Geldert
Ross Jolly
Les Freeman

CLASS OF 2018
Bob Doerr *
Anne Roy
Mary Hoeltzel

CLASS OF 2019
Paul Kopperl
Wayne Dix

MUSIC COMMITTEE - 3rd Thursday - 5:30 p.m.
CLASS OF 2017
Joan Kopperl
Mary Jo Erikson
Patty Strauch *
Stephanie Bradford

CLASS OF 2018
Morgan Middlebrook
Senta Brodeur

COUNCIL MEETING - 4th Wednesday - 7:00 p.m.
Moderator, Glenn Gilbert

CLASS OF 2019
Steve Hassmer

