Dear Sisters and Brothers,
One of my favorite images in the Bible presents the church and each of us as part of a vine. In part because of
my house in Richmond, VA. It was a tiny 1,200 square foot place built after the Second World War and
looked exactly like every other house on the street save the colors of the trim, the existence of a fire place and
in my case the vines – they were everywhere! One of my first goals was to tackle those vines and months later
I was still not sure who won. I was amazed at how messy it all was – those
vines were connected with one another until you couldn’t tell which branch
belonged to which. They were amazingly resilient resisting my best efforts
to untangle or uproot them. My struggles with those vines are among the
many reasons that image from Jesus in John of us rooted in God and all
tangled up together as a source of resilience and strength guides my sense
of ministry here. It is also one of the reasons I am committed to making
connections both within and beyond our church family.
I want to share some of them with you because I think it is important and because you might not know. I want
to share them with you because I invite you to join me and the others here who are making these kind of
connections that will help deepen and strengthen this church and our faith. So here are just a few you should
know about:














We are forming a connection with the Berkshire Waldorf School. This spring they hosted a class here and
held their graduation ceremony in our Sanctuary.
This summer we are working with the Mission House and the Stockbridge Museum and Archives on a
walking tour of historic Main Street to draw people this way.
Cathy has strengthened musical connections with artists who bring beauty to worship.
I have been appointed to the Board of Directors of the Massachusetts Conference of the UCC. This will be
a major undertaking but I think will be helpful to our congregation, will enhance our connection to our
denomination and hopefully will help them as well.
Our VBS team is offering an intergenerational experience to the whole community including connecting
with Woven Roots Farm and the Laurel Hill Association.
I meet with other clergy weekly to study the lectionary texts and to strengthen ties.
We will be welcoming Ubi Caritas (of Berkshire Lyric) as part of worship on August 7.
I have begun to build a relationship with Rabbi Neil Hirsh of Hevreh. There are some exciting
possibilities there for interfaith dialogue, worship and connection.
We are working on a partnership with St. Paul’s in regards to the upcoming elections.
Our connection to the Berkshire Opera Festival is detailed later in the newsletter.
My Clergy Community of Practice group connects me to other clergy in the area.
Perhaps you have noticed the robust attendance at worship this summer – I have thoroughly enjoyed
connecting with our newcomers and visitors.

It is part of our ongoing work of transforming us into that messy, tangled, interconnected, resilient, rooted
family we strive to be. I welcome your help and participation in that process.
Peace,
Brent

Our Shared Life Together

PLEASE REMEMBER THE
FOLLOWING IN YOUR PRAYERS:
HAPPY AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
(Please let someone on the Growth
Committee know if we have not
included your birthday or listed
it incorrectly.)
August 2
August 6
August 8
August 9
August 13

August 14
August 17
August 18
August 21
August 23
August 24
August 25
August 26
August 27
August 29
August 31

Jacob Geldert Damrow
Susan Moyle Lynch
Muriel Wermuth
Ashley Collins
Barbara Bracknell
Ronnie Cunningham
Mariah Parise
Janet Canning
Kinney Frelinghuysen
Elaine Gunn
Grace Johnson
Helen McCormick
Mary Lou Ryce
Nora Randolph
Linda Hoddy
Emily Brown
Joan Nimmo
Linda Russell
Jennifer Germain
Joe Roy
Kyle Germain
Natalie Doerr
Jon Geldert
David Cooper
Joshua Hall
Wayne Dix
Steven Bankert

Martha H. Voisin, mother of Anne Roy,
Pittsfield
Brian Bishop, Adams
Bill Holmes, Lenox,
Jackie and David Hawkins, Stockbridge
Don Paine, W. Stockbridge
Betsey McKearnan, Stockbridge
Jen Germain, Stockbridge

Susan Moyle Lynch, Lenox

A note about our Prayer Ministry:
This is a place that cares deeply about prayer.
Each Sunday we name our Joys and Concerns
and share them with one another. Each
Wednesday in Morning Prayer we honor and
remember them. We are currently working
on a way to share those prayer concerns more
quickly and to consider how they might find a
place in a monthly publication like this one.
If you have ideas, please give the office a
call! Thank you for your love, care and
prayers for our common life.

Thank You’s
Thank you to the Fitzpatrick family and the mailroom
crew at Country Curtains for mailing out our Newsletter each month. A GREAT BIG thank you to the
ladies at Riverbrook and to all my helpers. I truly appreciate all your hard work.

News From Boards And Committees
Growth and Fellowship
Growth and Fellowship hopes that your summer is going swimmingly well! I thought I’d include a dessert
recipe—coffee inspired!
Spiced Coffee with Vanilla Ice Cream
4 servings
Preheat oven to 350. Roast 1/4 cup raw pistachios/4 cup on a rimmed baking sheet, tossing once until
golden, 5-7 minutes. Let cool, then coarsely chop. Mix 1/2 tsp. ground cinnamon and 1/8 tsp. ground
cardamom in a small bowl.
Scoop 1 pint vanilla ice cream into 4 glasses or small bowls. Sprinkle spice mixture over. Pour 2 tbsp. hot
strongly brewed coffee over and top with pistachios, dividing evenly.
Enjoy!
Thinking of hosting a coffee hour this summer? G & F is happy to help in any way you’d like! Here is the
Link where volunteers can sign up Online: http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c084aa9a822aa8-volunteers
Ivy Cote

Christian Education
In August Christian Education will be offering two book studies. Both studies will focus on what it means to
be a Christian and how we can best devote our lives to the worship of God. The Reverend Emily Heath’s
book Glorify challenges progressive Christians to reconsider the purpose of their lives. While she lauds
progressives for prioritizing acts of mercy and works of justice, she exhorts them to appreciate the centrality
of bringing God glory. What does bring God glory? How do we realize that in the 21st century? The other
study group will be read Flannery O’Connor’s short stories. O’Connor’s arresting short stories focus on the
limits of human nature. She confronts her readers with the limitations of human goodness and our utter
dependence on the grace of God. O’Connor’s theology forces us to realize the necessity of allowing God to
be God. Human beings cannot outrun their need for the mercy of God. God is God. Humans are human.
In my own life, I am aware of a constant tension in the Christian life. I strive to improve my character,
diminish my sins, and enhance my virtues. At the same time, I am aware that I never get to far from the foot
of cross of Christ before I need to fix my eyes upon the Lamb of God. Thankfully, God rids of the burden of
trying to save ourselves. This is the reason for the incarnation. God is glorified when we embrace our
humanity. Martin Luther once said that God did not become human so that we might become God but
instead God became human so that we might become more fully human. God delights in our creaturliness.
Jeremy Ridenour

Deacons
This summer, we have been enjoying a departure from our usual order of worship. Summer always bring
surprises: with the choir off duty, we have guest musicians, and sometimes guest preachers, who shake
things up and wake us up with their new approaches to worship. But this summer, we also have a series of
speakers plucked right from our own congregation! Rev. Damrow has invited a series of our fellow
congregants to tell their stories of faith- how their faith experiences have affected their lives, and how their
faith has been shaped by membership in our own faith community.
(over)

What a great surprise! It has been truly enjoyable to hear people we see every week, but may not know well,
bearing witness to their spiritual lives. It takes courage to get up there and talk about one’s brushes with the
Almighty, but those that have done it so far have moved us with their humility and warmth. The plan is to
continue these stories throughout the summer. If you see Rev. Damrow coming your way with that “I want to
ask you to do something” look in his eye, don’t run the other direction! Take the time to tell us your story. We
will all be deeply inspired, and what greater gift is there to give?
David Anderegg

Music Committee
MUSIC APPRECIATION SUNDAY
June 12th was Music Appreciation Sunday. During the service we gave thanks for all of the varied ways music
impacts our worship and the many people who take part to make this happen.

Tracy Wilson shared her musical journey with us during the service, and we wanted to share her talk here, for
anyone who may have missed hearing this inspiring message.
________
Thank you, Brent and Cathy, for asking me to speak at our Music Appreciation Sunday. I am grateful to have
the opportunity to reflect on my musical journey and the musical milestones - so far! - in my life. While I feel
a bit uncomfortable talking about myself, maybe my words will encourage you to take some time to think
about what you are grateful for, and what sound track is leading your life, day by day, through good times and
bad.
I selected Colossians 3: 12 – 17 because it is so personal to me. (one of my mother’s favorite verses; I am
reading from her bible today). In six short verses, Paul refers to being thankful three times. Then he uses the
phrase “put on” – the act of intentionally cloaking one’s self – with compassion, kindness, humility, patience,
forgiveness. This act of “putting on” is on my mind whenever I put on the prayer shawl this church made for
me last fall.
Then of course Paul uses musical references: Love binds everything in perfect harmony; Sing psalms, hymns
and spiritual songs with thankfulness in your heart.”
Music has always been the thread, or sound track, for me, carrying me through life to major milestones or
around and through tough times, such as last fall when I lost two beloved parents in two weeks. Through the
blanket of sorrow, I very much looked forward to working each Sunday with the Stockbridge Festival Chorus
on the glorious Rutter Magnificat, and to see my 50 some singers singing with grateful hearts, working on
“perfect harmony”.
My life career in music began as an elementary school girl taking piano lessons for $3, using my paper route
money. As soon as our feet could touch the organ pedals, my Lutheran pastor dad had my sister and I playing
for church services, earning $2 each Sunday. I remember how 'hurt' my mom was when she had Dad go to
church council to ask for a $1 raise for each of us and he got turned down by the council president saying he’d
never seen a 50% raise.
Our small town Nebraska high school (200 students) had some good sports teams but, boy, did we have
fantastic music and theatre programs – award winning band and chorus, outstanding musicals such as Sound
of Music, South Pacific, Oklahoma. I remember every minute of those great productions and not a single thing
about the Periodic Table in my Chemistry class.
In college, I earned a bachelor and master degree in music with a minor in arts administration. Since
University of Nebraska didn’t have an arts administration program, I made it up with my advisor and together
we found an internship program for me at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in Washington
(over)

D.C. This was a milestone for me, as my boss was Marta Casals, Pablo Casal’s widow, and I became the
Kennedy Center’s go-to page turner, with my black dress hanging on the back of my office door ready for the
call to turn pages for Isaac Stern’s pianist or any other famous guest musician. My roommate and I were also
in the audience for one of the Kennedy Center honors program, where I literally ran into Walter Mondale.
I spent my summers driving back and forth through the Berkshires as I was assisting at the Weston, VT,
summer playhouse. Vowing I wanted to live here, I applied to several arts organizations and I took a job in
development at Jacob’s Pillow Dance Festival; and two years later became Director of Development at the
Berkshire Museum. We started the Winter/Spring concert series, presenting artists like Jean Yves Thibodeau,
Navah Perlman, Grant Johanson, Cecil Taylor, and John Zorn.
In 1991-92 I was hired at this church to become the Minister of Music, replacing the irreplaceable Penna
Rose, and this is when I took over the Stockbridge Festival Chorus, as well – so it’s been a 25 year journey
for me with Festival Chorus. Our journey took us to Ozawa Hall in May 1995 for the first-ever community
concert in the newly opened hall when we presented Mendelssohn’s Elijah, with Jack Brown singing the lead
role. What a milestone for us all!
I was hired by the Boston Symphony Orchestra in 1996 to head up the Tanglewood Annual Fund, then
became the first Tanglewood Community Relations representative. I’ve had the privilege of riding in a golf
cart with James Taylor, and assisting Yo-Yo Ma with the launch of the Silk Road Project in the summer of
2000, with the help of this church, many of you, especially Jean Stackhouse, Jeannene Booher and Terry
Wise and the Berkshire Institute of Theology and the Arts. This has got to be one of my most favorite
milestones.
Then in 2003, I was chosen as the new Executive Director of the Berkshire Music School. Running the music
school for almost 13 years has not been a career move for me; it is my life. I consider my role as Executive
Director is to teach, advise, and nourish, through word and deed, the nearly 300 students of every age taking
their weekly lessons or chamber coaching, the 35 faculty members, 2 full time employees and 4 part time, a
volunteer board, and to cultivate and appreciate a community full of generous and caring individuals and
businesses to support our small nonprofit school.
I strive to be a kind, compassionate, patient and wise leader, friend, colleague, and choir director. I am
grateful for the musical soundtrack of my life, for this church, and for my faith which guides my steps.
MUSIC BOARD MEMBERS
The Music Board would like to 'sing the praises' of two committee members who have completed their terms
in June. Claire Williams and Vivian Wise.
A member of this church since the age of 12, Claire started coming to Sunday School when she was 6. She
has sung in the church Junior and Senior Choirs for her entire life, and continues to sing in our Soprano
section. Over the years Claire has been a member of Trustees, the Service League, and various other supper
committees and fundraising groups. She has overseen the scholarships provided by the Service League, since
its inception in 1979. Claire's infectious smile and good cheer were greatly appreciated in our Music
meetings, along with the amazing bouquets of flowers from her own gardens which she provides for our
guest artists and events.
Vivian has been a member of our congregation since 1998, when she and her husband, Bruce, moved to the
area from Wisconsin, where they both worked at the University of Wisconsin. Vivian has served on both the
Music and Growth & Fellowship committees in the past, and her love of music has been a great asset and
blessing to all of us on the Music Committee. We thank her for her time and service over these past three
years.
The Music Board is happy to introduce our two newest members, Stephanie Bradford and Steve Hassmer. In
next month's Newsletter, you will have an opportunity to learn a bit more about them!
(over)

The current members of the Music Board are: Patty Strauch, Chair; Stephanie Bradford; Senta Brodeur;
Mary Jo Erickson; Steve Hassmer; Joan Kopperl; Morgan Middlebrook; and Nellie Rustick. Along with
our Music Minister, Cathy Schane-Lydon, we all love to talk with you about music!

Mission and Action
GREEN TEAM UPDATE:, SAVE THE DATE: Sunday, August 21 1:00pm. The Gr een Team
will feature Attorney Jim Hecker from Washington, DC speaking about Mountaintop Mining in West
Virginia.
The Green Team would also like to give a THANK YOU shout out to all of our church members who are
participating in the Trinity Challenge. The challenge is for all of us who attend church to have one gas
powered vehicle in the parking lot for every three members in church. The challenge began July 3 and
will continue through September 4th.

Even before the Challenge began, one member rode her motorcycle from Becket, several others
carpooled with three or more passengers, still others walked to church. Your participation in this ten
Sunday challenge has been nothing short of inspirational.
In other M & A news:
The Backpack Project at Muddy Br ook Elementar y School is if full swing. Under the dir ection of
Anne Hutchinson, many volunteers from our church are filling backpacks for the children so they will
have food each weekend during the summer school camp. Mission and Action wants to thank everyone
who continues to contribute food/snacks at church for these children and their families.
Please keep in mind that Construct, Inc. will have their annual Walk to Prevent Homelessness in
September this year. The date change to September 25th at 1:00 pm is due in part to the unpredictability
of the weather. Last year it snowed on the walk in mid-October. So…. Mission and Action will be asking
for your support not only with donations but with creating a walking group on Sept. 25th. Our church
raised nearly $3000 for Construct last year...I hope we can do the same or better this year.

Service League
The countdown's begun! The Summer Fair's just a few short weeks away! Come to shop for produce,
flowers, home-baked goodies, crafts and even treasures from the Mini-Grandma's Attic. If you get
hungry, there's always the luncheon to keep your energy up. We'll see you in the JE Room on Saturday,
August 13th, between 10:00am and 3:00pm. You'll have fun, and you'll be supporting our mission
projects at home and abroad.

Events & Happenings
Mountaintop Removal Mining
A Conversation – August 21, 1:00 p.m. Jonathan Edwards Room
At the UCC General Synod in Long Beach, CA in
2013, the final business for the delegates was a
resolution that called for the end to Mountaintop
Removal Mining. This hazardous form of mining
simple cuts the top of mountains off to get at the
deposits of coal that lay beneath. In doing so, it not
only scars the beauty of the area but creates
devastating side effects including flooding as waters
race down the mountainside and the leeching of
hazardous materials into rivers and ground water.
When a resolution is passed it is not binding on any
congregation and yet as part of our tradition we are
called to “take it seriously.” The resolution itself
“encourages United Church of Christ congregations to educate themselves and their communities about the
effects of mountaintop removal coal mining and economic options available to Appalachian communities…”
Honoring that call, the Board of Mission and Action and the Green Team invite you to a special dialogue on
August 21st featuring Jim Hecker. We will be inviting other UCC Congregations to join us. The full text of
the resolution is on the following page. Jim’s bio is below.
For nearly four decades, Jim Hecker has been litigating environmental cases on behalf of local citizens,
grassroots organizations, and national environmental organizations. In the twenty-six years that Mr. Hecker
has been with Public Justice, a public interest law firm based in Washington, DC, he has litigated scores of
citizen suits in fourteen states under federal environmental statutes regulating clean air, clean water, hazardous
waste, and coal mining. Mr. Hecker’s work to stop the destructive practice of mountaintop removal mining
has been reported on 60 Minutes, National Public Radio, the New York Times, the Los Angeles Times and
through numerous other media.
Mr. Hecker earned his undergraduate and law degrees with honors from the University of Illinois. He received
the Sierra Club’s prestigious William O. Douglas award in 2009 for his work on mountaintop removal
mining. In combating mountaintop mining, he has primarily used the Clean Water Act to prevent new mines
from filling streams with mining waste and to require that existing mines clean up discharges that are harming
streams. Due to his successes, coal companies have been forced to abandon mines, modify their plans for
mining rock and filling streambeds, and spend millions of additional dollars on environmental
compliance. These cases have not only forced companies to scale back their plans, they have also made coal
from mountaintop mining less competitive and have shown that state regulators have been largely ineffectual
at enforcing environmental laws.
MOUNTAINTOP REMOVAL COAL MINING IN APPALACHIA: A Resolution of Witness
TEXT OF THE MOTION: WHEREAS mountaintop removal coal mining destroys God’s creation by
blowing up mountains and burying streams throughout Appalachia; and WHEREAS mountaintop removal
coal mining harms Appalachian communities; and WHEREAS mountaintop removal coal mining causes the
displacement of entire Appalachian communities and their culture; and WHEREAS as people of faith, we
look to the scriptures for guidance for the choices we make in our lives; and WHEREAS we understand
scriptures compel us to act on our faith grounded in wonder, reverence, love, and respect for all of God's
creation; and WHEREAS we are called to spiritual and lifestyle transformation based on justice and reverence
for all of God's creatures and creation…
(over)

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Twenty-ninth General Synod of the United Church of
Christ express its opposition to mountaintop removal coal mining and its support for clean, renewable
sources of energy; Be it further resolved, that the Twenty-ninth General Synod of the United Church of
Christ requests Justice and Witness Ministries to share these concerns about mountaintop removal coal
mining by presenting a copy of this resolution to all appropriate federal and state agencies, congressional
committees and elected officials; Be it further resolved, that the Twenty-ninth General Synod of the
United Church of Christ urges the legislative and executive branches of the federal government to pass
legislation and enforce environmental safeguards to end the devastating practice of mountaintop removal
coal mining; Be it further resolved, that the Twenty-ninth General Synod of the United Church of Christ
calls upon Justice and Witness Ministries, to provide associations, conferences, and congregations with
information and timely direction for needed action that can help end mountaintop removal coal mining;
Be it further resolved, the Twenty-ninth General Synod of the United Church of Christ encourages
United Church of Christ congregations and all other settings of the church to identify their sources of
electricity and, if sourced from mountaintop removal coal mining, encourages them to change to
renewable sources of energy;
Be it further resolved, that the Twenty-ninth General Synod of the United Church of Christ encourages
United Church of Christ congregations to educate themselves and their communities about the effects of
mountaintop removal coal mining and economic options available to Appalachian communities, by
intentionally engaging in advocacy and action against mountaintop removal coal mining and for
continued care of creation; Be it further resolved, that the Twenty-ninth General Synod of the United
Church of Christ advocates for renewable energy and sustainable sources of income to replace
mountaintop removal coal mining in Appalachia in order to create jobs and boost local economies and
encourages United Church of Christ congregations to do likewise. Be it further resolved, that the Twentyninth General Synod of the United Church of Christ asks the leadership of the United Church of Christ to
continue efforts to end mountaintop removal coal mining and engage leaders of other religious traditions
and relevant organizations to implement efforts to stop mountaintop removal coal mining.

Open it and they Will Come
Thanks to the efforts of many people including
Linda Hoddy and Jon Geldert, we have opened up
our sanctuary to be a place of peace, reflection,
prayer, history and beauty. As part of that effort our
Historian, Linda Hoddy, did some research on the
story of many of the items in the sanctuary and
produced a self-guided tour. We purchased a prayer
box for anyone (including all of you) to use to leave
prayers in our care. Jon took the lead on designing
the sign out front that tells people that they are
welcome. We even found an old donations box in
the basement that we cleaned and have put out for
our guests.
Thus far there has been a slow but steady trickle of folks who have come through our open doors. Some
have been tourists interested in the history of the place, others have been folks from other UCC churches
who wanted to see what our house of God was like, some have been looking for a place to pray and
others just a place to sit and rest. All of it though is extending our welcome beyond Sunday morning and
being a place of peace, beauty and meaning for this corner of the world.

Berkshire Opera Festival to Make their Home Here
A few weeks ago, three slightly panicked men came into the church looking for help. They were in search
of a home. The space that they had lined up for the Berkshire Opera Festival to prepare for their
performances of Madame Butterfly at the Colonial Theater had fallen through. They had heard of this
church and the Jonathan Edwards Room and stopped by to see if there was a possibility here. Turns out the
JE Room is almost precisely the dimensions of the stage at the Colonial. Turns out the Service League was
willing to be flexible and push back their set up time for the Summer Fair. Turns out the Festival fell in
love with our Sanctuary and will be doing a recital entitled The “Unknown” Puccini here on August 16th.
Deb McMenamy worked closely to make sure their needs were compatible. They offered a
generous donation to help fund our ministries. So if you hear beautiful music wafting from the
JE Room in August, now you know why. It is another way we are being part of this
community. It is a win-win. If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to contact the
church office. If you know of any groups or organizations who are looking for a space to call
home that fit with our mission and vision, please let us know that too.

Dates Set for Book Read
I am very excited about the interest in this book and the chance to talk
about it in August. Emily, in many ways, poses the kinds of questions and
proposes the kinds of ideas that are helpful in our Visioning process.
Mary Luti, who you might remember from her preaching this spring or
know from the UCC Daily Devotional says this, “In this accessible,
practical book, Heath challenges the progressive church to take up with
renewed dedication the perennial task of forming disciples of Jesus for the
glory of God. Down-to-earth and conversational, it will be of great help to
Christian congregations and individuals seeking to love God and serve
their neighbor in a newly-grounded and inspiring way.”
Her perspective will be a good one to wrestle with as we try to discern who
God is calling us to be in this time and place. Our purpose will be to use
this book as a launching point for our own dialogue about who we are and
where we are heading.
The structure for our conversation will be two part. In the first meeting we will simply explore the areas of
the book that spoke to you, raised questions for you, or raised concerns. Our second conversation will strive
to discern how those things might matter for our own church and journey of faith. Copies of the book are
still available in the office and you can sign up either in the JE Room or by contacting the church office.
We are offering two different sections:

Thursdays August 11 & 18

9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.

Thursdays August 11 & 18

7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

While not in August, here are some important things coming up:
Sept 11

Rally Day
We resume Sunday School, Choir and the “program year” officially gets
underway.

Sept 15

Scholarship Applications Due
The church offers scholarships to college and university students.
Questions – see Claire Williams.

Sept 25

Construct Walk
This walk to raise awareness and money for Construct in Great
Barrington is an annual tradition of the church. Family friendly, fun and
with food and music at the finish line. Questions – see Mission and
Action

