Dear Sisters and Brothers,
The holiday season is upon us and for my family that means getting together. Once we are together it means
eating a whole lot, playing even more games and sharing story after story. One thing I have learned about
those stories is that what is told is often so dependent on who tells it. Each of us have our own way of
remembering and sharing those common memories and so our stories about the same event often have a
different flavor, a different perspective and a different meaning.
The same is true for the stories about the life and meaning of Jesus – the accounts we know as the Gospels.
Each year, the lectionary chooses to focus on a different Gospel account. For the past year, we have been
reading Luke’s take and now we switch over to think about how Matthew tells the story.
Luke is the Gospel of Amazement. In it, people see and are transformed, people hear
and believe, people experience and amazement follows. In Luke’s gospel, prayer is
front and center – Jesus prays before virtually every major decision or turning point –
prayer matters. In Luke’s gospel, Jesus heals – he heals every kind of malady
physical, emotional and communal. In Luke’s Gospel, more than half of the story is
about the journey of Jesus toward Jerusalem and all that happens on the road. Major
themes that emerge from the life of Jesus and influenced by the one who told it. Luke,
a Gentile converted to the faith who learned prayer as essential. Luke, a physician for
whom healing was central. Luke, one who traveled extensively with Paul and
experienced both life and faith as a journey in progress.
Matthew tells the same story about the same person, Jesus, yet his Gospel feels and
sounds a little bit different. In Matthew’s Gospel, teaching is front and center, only
Matthew includes the lengthy Sermon on the Mount – and it is that sermon that both
initiates and frames the ministry of Jesus. Matthew’s Gospel in framed in the Jewish
understanding of God. Of all the Gospel writers, Matthew draws most extensively
from Hebrew Scriptures and serves as a bridge between the two Testaments. Of all
the Gospels, it reflects the tensions within the Jewish community as to the identity of
Jesus and his role in God’s work in the world. It many ways it is helpful to remember
that when Matthew told his story, there was not yet a distinction between Christianity
and Judaism, rather it was an ongoing family debate about the unfolding nature of
God’s story. There is evidence both of high regard for Jewish teachings and writings
as well as critique of those leading the faith of the day.
Matthew’s Gospel, given its placement in the Bible is often the most familiar to people. I invite you to hear
this story told again this year and listen both for its own unique message and how that story, which strives to
tell the same story Luke did, might have a different flavor, a different perspective and, thus, a different
meaning. I look forward to exploring it all with you in the coming weeks.

Peace, Brent

Our Shared Life Together

PLEASE REMEMBER THE
FOLLOWING IN YOUR PRAYERS:
HAPPY DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
(Please let someone on the Growth
Committee know if we have not
included your birthday or listed it
incorrectly.)
December 3
December 6
December 8
December 12
December 13
December 14
December 19
December 21
December 25
December 28
December 29
December 31

Glenn Gilbert
Philip Connor
Khalil Haddir
Ted Hornick
Nancy Fitzpatrick
Anne McKinstry
Christina Alsop
Martha Slocombe
Brent Damrow
Ron Hanft
Debbie Goodwin
Nell Ezequelle
John Canning
Joe Nicolosi
Hal Brink

Mark Bachman, Gt. Barrington
Maschino/Jester/Opperman families
Alice Wilmot, W. Stockbridge
Bill Holmes, Lenox,
Jackie and David Hawkins, Stockbridge
Don Paine, W. Stockbridge
Betsey McKearnan, Stockbridge
Jen Germain, Stockbridge

A note about our Prayer Ministry:
This is a place that cares deeply about prayer.
Each Sunday we name our Joys and Concerns
and share them with one another. Each
Wednesday in Morning Prayer we honor and
remember them.

Thank you for all your prayers and support for the 2016 TCS NYC Marathon. We raised nearly $3000.00
for Fred’s team MSK pediatric cancer research.

Thanks to the team who walked the "Out of Darkness Walk" and raised together nearly $1000.00 to fight
against depression and suicide and the ignoring of this social issue. Thank you to all who supported us.
We are stronger together.

Trip to Haiti
This summer I was again in Haiti this time, volunteering as the Hospitality Manager and Events Coordinator at
Haiti Communitere (HC). HC has been on the ground in Haiti since the earthquake in 2010 and are a disaster
relief organization focused on long-term, sustainable, and community-driven solutions. While at Haiti
Communitere this summer I wore many hats including managing online bookings, giving tours of our set-up
and projects, organizing a pop-up restaurant, helping with the upkeep of our grounds (gardens, animals, and
more!), and supporting our local staff with the day-to-day operations. I also did some work with English in
Mind, with whom I have volunteered previously. I did a series of leadership development and cultural
awareness days for students in training to be tour guides.
This summer was challenging in many ways, but also a tremendous growth experience and a great way to keep
developing my language skills. I was lucky to have a few U.S. visitors including my dad (so ask him about his
trip to Haiti!) and two college friends. I love having the opportunity to show people the side of Haiti that is not
in the news: its culture, resilience, history, and beauty.
Unfortunately, Haiti has yet again been in the news because of Hurricane Matthew. Haiti Communitere is
again functioning as a disaster relief organization and would be grateful for any donations (https://
www.omprakash.org/global/haiti-communitere). They began responding with clean water and food before the
hurricane hit and have continued this work. They are now in the final stages of building out an adapted school
bus that will house solar panels, water purification system, tools to remove/cut trees, cots (for volunteer
workers), as well as other essentials to help bring a community together to perform clean-up. Feel free to reach
out to me with any questions or comments: randolph.sophia@gmail.com.
As always, I am tremendously grateful for the support of the Mission and Action Committee and the church
community!
Sophie Randolph

News From Boards And Committees
Mission and Action
Community Outreach Project: Cathedral in the Night - Sunday November 13 at 2:00 pm St. Joseph’s
Roman Catholic Church on North Street in Pittsfield.
We provided a community meal in the front yard of St. Joe’s church. Hal and Ann Brink lead the volunteers
who prepared chili, cornbread muffins and dessert cookies and brownies. They prepared the food in our
church kitchen on Saturday Nov. 12th and transported it to Pittsfield early Sunday afternoon feeding about 45
people and there was plenty of chili for seconds. In addition to Hal and Ann Brink I’d like to give a big thank
you for all those who volunteered to make this project successful: Cindy Brown, Margaret Hornick, Stephanie
Bradford, Mary Lou Ryce, Gege Kingston, Vicky Cooper, Judith Culver, Jane McCormick, Patty Fadding,
Terry Wise and Cathy Clark.
Christmas giving tree:
If you haven’t had a chance to take a tag from our Christmas Giving Tree please let us know. We can take a
tag off the tree for those who can’t regularly attend church but want to participate in this yearly event. The 120
gift tags were ready for selection on Sunday November 20 and all gifts need to be wrapped and returned to the
JE Room by December 11th. Individuals and families were selected from: The Elizabeth Freeman Center in
Pittsfield, Construct, Literacy Network of Berkshire County and we never forget our 4 legged friends at
Sonsini Animal Shelter and Animal Dreams. Like last year, we’d like to put a limit of $25-$30 a gift tag
however, some items that are desired are more expensive than $25 or $30 so feel free to pair up with another
person and sponsor a gift together! Like last year, we will be glad to be your personal shopper if you just
don’t have time to shop. Please feel free to send in a check, please make it out to the church and put in the
memo line: Christmas tree gifts or hand it to any of us on the Mission and Action committee.

Thank you notes

We made a lot of donations to local charities this past September and October. Our mailbox has been getting
a steady stream of thank you notes. Some of the most recent are from:
Tapestry Health:
“Dear First Congregational Church of Stockbridge,
These days everyone has a health care story. A long wait for an appointment, a doctor who doesn’t
seem to listen, an unaffordable procedure, a billing problem. You know what it’s like to wait and wonder and
worry about getting the right kind of care.
You also have a heart that cares about more than your own worries. You know that for some people
whether because of skin color, language, or sexual orientation; unfair stigma about their illness or addiction;
or the daily struggle of living paycheck to paycheck - getting care can be especially hard.
With your big heart and instinct for justice, you took that knowledge and donated to Tapestry. Thank
you!”
Holy Joe’s Cafe: Coffee for the Tr oops
“Dear Friends of the First Congregational Church,
What started with a single bag of coffee, the Holy Spirit transformed into a unique world-wide coffee
ministry for chaplains. The troops they serve and everybody else thirsty in the area, 24/7 - 365 for the last ten
years. This is Holy Joe’s Café, His almighty all loving presence in a cup of coffee and his presence is all that
matters. Thank you for your prayers and your financial support. God bless you!”
Berkshire Coalition for Suicide Prevention:
“Dear Friends,
Like in years past, we want to thank our sponsors for supporting us with your generous
donations. We display every sponsor on a lit up banner each night of our Haunted Hayride. This year we
were able to raise $17,000 for NAMI of Berkshire County. We also hope that this event is helping to start
conversations between friends and at the family dinner table. Together we are making a difference in the
lives of our teenagers! Thank you again from the bottom of our hearts!”
Railroad Street Youth Project:
“Dear First Congregational Church of Stockbridge,
Thank you so much for your recent donation of $200. In support of RSYP’s annual appeal. Your gift
makes it possible for us to continue to provide a safe and supportive environment for young people ages 1425 to thrive and grow.
In this past year alone, RSYP served 600-700 youth in South County with programs including the
Youth Operational Board, staffed Drop-in Center, Apprenticeships, Mentoring, Jobs & Career services,
Counseling and Sexual-Health Education. Our programs provide opportunities that reach beyond the
classroom.
Without the First Congregational Church of Stockbridge’s support for our mission of youth
development and empowerment, none of this would be possible. Thank you.”
Respectfully submitted
Madonna Meagher Chair, Mission and Action Committee

Service League
Come one, come all! It's almost Holly Fair time! On Saturday, December 3rd, from 10:00 am - 3:00 pm in
the JE Room, you can shop for Christmas gifts, ornaments, crafts, and baked goods, have lunch, visit with
Santa Claus, search for treasures in Grandma's Attic, buy gorgeous greenery to decorate your home, and
more. Come see what the Service League's been preparing for you and enjoy an annual First Church
tradition. We'll look forward to seeing you there!

Trustees
The Trustees would like to lead off our note by letting everyone know that while there is still some disarray
out there in the political landscape our church landscape is clear – at least it’s clear of leaves! The people
who showed up this past Saturday to collect the leaves and clean the inside of the building did an excellent
job on both. There were some fellows from the Golf Club who came over and donated their time and
equipment, which was a great help to our efforts. As far as the inside of the church is concerned, well…
Nancy Wilcox has just remarked that the spider webs have been removed from her office (don’t know about
the spider though). Hopefully our members will notice other differences on the inside. It seems a bit of snow
has hidden our efforts on the outside – at least for now.
In other news, our church finances and are still on track with no tumult of any consequence while Wayne Dix
is working with Chuck Gillett to streamline and simplify some of our budget reporting mechanisms. As they
work with the numbers, the special Buildings and Grounds Task Force sub-committee continues to do its
work to find and analyze myriad issues with which our church structures are dealing. The Task Force
members are using their significant expertise to determine what sort of maintenance schedules will be
required for what is currently in place. For example, thanks to some digging by Stephanie Bradford, we now
have some data about dates when the furnaces were purchased or when other work (painting, etc.) was done.
This will give us a clue about the expected duration of these items and will direct better knowledge of other
plant and equipment replacement concerns.
Going forward, we are trying to keep up with requests which come into the trustees from time to time. We
recently had a very understandable request to install exhaust fans in a couple of the bathrooms and Anne Roy
is looking into a service which should more effectively and reasonably clean some of the floors and carpets.
Finally, though we haven’t see the final number, ‘The Berkshire Home Companion’ was a great
entertainment success. Dave Anderegg and crew did a truly wonderful and inspired job. I notice the giving
tree is up in the J.E. Room and there are some very encouraging signs that Christmas is on its way. I think the
recent snowfall is but one.
In the meantime, Happy Thanksgiving!
Respectfully submitted,
Robert G. Doerr, Chairman of the Board of Trustees

Green Team
The Green Team is proud to end the year 2016 with some wonderful accomplishments achieved by members
of our church that reflect a positive change to the world that was created for us. We were able to achieve
plenty of the actions in the first (out of three) columns on our “Action Steps to Become Recognized as a
Green Congregation” board and we received an award from the Massachusetts Conference of the United
Church of Christ (MAUCC) for the efforts! We are full of pride and encouragement!
The Green Team presented a challenge to the congregation this summer. We challenged our church to be
aware of our use of automobiles and the pollution that they cause and to have only 1 gas powered vehicle in
the driveway for every 3 people at church on the Sunday’s during the summer! The congregation made a real
effort with carpooling and riding their bikes to church during the summer months. It was very exciting to see
participation and awareness all wrapped into one! Great job, everyone!
The Green Team will end our year and begin a new one with a smile and kindness to those we meet and those
we know well. We will also continue to be kind to our environment. There has never been a time when our
Earth has been more in need of kindness. We are slowly working on an agenda for the New Year to come.
We plan to continue to extend extreme measures of kindness to the world in which we live. We will use
words, actions, demonstrations, discussion and more to keep the extremely important task of being aware of
the environment a constant reality to our congregation and therefore to the world.
(over)

Fun idea!!!
Even if you don't make New Year's resolutions, perhaps try to pick one “promise” to yourself and the
environment for the year, 2017! The Green Team has faith that we can all do such ideas successfully! This
will undoubtedly have a positive impact on everyone's lives.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from The Green Team!
Please join us on January 11th at 6 pm for our first meeting in 2017! We look forward to seeing new faces and
hearing new ideas!!
Thanks for all of your help this year to achieve wonderful strides towards our efforts to become a green
congregation.
Sincerely,
The Green Team
(Jen Germain, Madonna Meagher, Terry Wise, Mary Lou Ryce, Donna Jacobs, Vicky Cooper and Pastor
Brent Damrow)

Growth and Fellowship
IT’S BAKING SEASON! If you'd like to warm your kitchen and make fellowship more comforting with the
fruits of your oven, Coffee Hour would be happy to have a yummy donation because sometimes we just
NEED to bake. You can just bring it with you Sunday morning and leave in the kitchen with a note saying
it’s for coffee hour, or if during the week, label it and put it in our refrigerator. Thank you.
When is LABELING is a good thing? When it comes to clearing up food mysteries such as.. when you
opened the juice, or placed a food item in the refrigerator (who is it for?) Inquiring minds want to know!
Labels and pen will be available on or next to our beloved refrigerator.
Coffee Hour Hosts: You can be fully reimbursed for any food/drink you purchase for coffee hour. Just fill out
a form in the church office and give to Nancy Wilcox.

Deacons
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a
land of deep darkness, on them has light shined. (Isaiah 9:2)
“For unto us a child is born” says the prophet, and we rejoice in the bounty of the Incarnation. But before
Isaiah tells us about the birth of the Prince of Peace, he describes our condition: “the people who have walked
in darkness.” Yes, we are at peace; yes, most of us have homes and incomes and food on the table. But who
among us has not walked in darkness? Just this year, in our congregation, we have had to walk with serious
illness, physical and mental; with the sadness of lives cut short far too soon; with hurt and anger and hearts
sometimes closed against each other.
But we trust that, this year, the light will shine on us once again. We have walked in darkness, but the light of
the Christ candle on Christmas Eve reminds us that the darkness is only temporary. God sent us the Light, and
all we have to do is open our eyes to see it. Come and see it on Christmas Eve! If you can’t be there, remember
you will be with us in our thoughts and prayers; we people who have walked in darkness will walk together,
wherever we are, into the Light.
The Deacons send you our best wishes for a blessed Christmas!
David Anderegg, Deacons Chair

Events & Happenings
Sermon Books Available Still – Great Christmas Gifts!!
In worship at the First Congregational Church, we claim the ancient truths
that we are one body, that when we gather Christ comes to meet us, and that
together we mere mortals can commune with the divine. We recognize the
need to bring our whole selves into worship—our hearts and our minds, a
spirit of artistry and an analytical zeal, our joys and our sorrows, our
convictions and our doubts. We come as we are, knowing that through our
holy encounter with God and one another, we will leave changed.
In the United Church of Christ, the sermon occupies a central place in
worship, both literally and figuratively. Drawn from our life together in
worship, each of the sermons in this book delves into the issue of God’s call
on our lives. From multiple perspectives, ranging from Biblical events to the
calling of modern day saints and seekers, these sermons point to an
important question: How do we open our minds, hearts and lives to hear our
still-speaking God whisper what is in store for us?
Copies available through the church office at a special rate of $10.00 per book.

Advent and Christmas at
First Congregational
Church 2016

This year, we again make the journey toward Christmas in the sacred time of Advent. Here are some things
to make this time peaceful, joyful and meaningful.

Advent Devotionals: These wonderful daily readings come from a variety of pastors and leaders within
the United Church of Christ (including our own Rick Floyd). They are free for the taking (although we ask
you to share within a household). Booklets are provided by Christian Education.

Advent Wreath: Our old wreath reached the end of its serviceable days. The Deacons have decided to
replace it with a wreath that uses traditional candles. Not only is the wooden stand beautiful, the wax
candles will allow us to observe the passage of time as they burn lower.

Morning Prayer: We continue with this beloved service on Wednesdays at 8:00 a.m. During Advent, we
will focus on the four themes of hope, peace, joy and love. The service lasts about 25 minutes and hot
coffee/tea are always available.

Christmas Eve Worship: With preludes beginning at 6:30 we prepare for a service of light and life.

This year we will keep many of the beloved and traditional elements of that service with a couple of
modifications. We will utilize a lessons and carols approach for the heart of the service letting the story tell
itself in word and song. Then, at the end of worship we will go out joyfully with Joy to the World. This is a
great service to invite friends.

Christmas Day Worship: This year Christmas falls on a Sunday so we will be holding worship at 10:00.
Our plan is to have worship in the round in the JE Room. It will be a casual and intimate service as we
contemplate God’s great gift of love wrapped in flesh. We will have food on hand beginning at 9:30
including coffee, tea and baked goods. Please come as you are and bring a gift with you. We want this to
be family friendly and simple.

New Year’s Day Worship: On New Year’s Day we will celebrate the story of Epiphany. In a service
designed for all the children of God (of all ages) we will put our new year in the perspective of the Magi
who set out on a journey that changed them forever.
If you have any questions about this important season, please call the Church Office.
May this time be a source of peace and hope for all.

