Dear Sisters and Brothers,
Then the Lord answered me and said: Write the vision;
make it plain on tablets, so that a runner may read it. Habakkuk 2:2
As we begin the new year, we stand at the precipice of something important and meaningful in the life of our
congregation: the confirmation of a discerned vision.

For nearly two years now, a small group of people; a group called by the Council, blessed by the congregation,
and open to the Spirit has been listening, learning, exploring, growing and sharing. It was a joy to be with
Jack Brown, Marjorie Dix, Rick Floyd, Glenn Gilbert (Chair), Elaine Gunn and Cary Quigley as we listened,
shared, explored and imagined.
We started slowly. We laid the foundation for our work, by getting to know each other, our understandings
and our faith journeys. We took trips to places like Yale Divinity School and the Mission House to expand
our thinking and our imagination. We read books together. We hosted input sessions during Lent where the
congregation could share their thoughts and how they hear God calling us to live.
We met often, writing and re-writing, sharing, challenging, supporting and making progress. What the group
will be sharing is not a final product, but rather a work in progress. Over the next few months, we will be
hosting many more discussions and chances for feedback and input. As we started slow, we want you to start
slowly too. After the Council blesses the draft, we will be mailing it out to you in early January. Take time to
read it, think about it, PRAY about it and let it settle in your hearts. This document will shape the direction
our congregation takes for the next eight years and so we want it to be full and true.
We will need you to both listen to this document and then tell us what rings true and what needs some new
direction. We need you to tell us if there are areas that are missing or places that need more strength. We
need you to share, because we understand that God might be speaking through anyone and everyone.
(over)

Why is this Vision so important?

Well, first and foremost – it is an act of faith. Our Mission Statement proclaims that we strive to be God’s
love in the world. Having a Vision and direction that is plain and understandable helps us to ask the right
questions in the coming years so that we can fulfill that mission. To be church means to respond to our still
speaking God. Beyond that, though, we know that churches who have a clear sense of both mission and
vision are those that are most likely to thrive in our current times. Our vibrancy, growth and depth over the
last few years is not the norm. Many, many churches are struggling and even dying. This Vision will be a
critical piece in helping this church to continue to thrive and serve.
I hope and pray that you acknowledge the long and hard work of the Vision Working Group. I hope and
pray that you accept their work with gratitude, compassion and openness. They have poured much time,
heart, soul and love into their work. I also hope and pray that you will help to make this a document that
truly reflects the entire church. We will vote on accepting this Vision the Sunday after Easter and it needs to
be OUR document.

The Vision will establish the questions and areas of our focus in the coming years. It does not mean that we
will ignore our changing world, we will. Yet the Vision will affirm the core questions we will wrestle with
over the next eight years and the general direction we believe God is calling us to go. We will ask Boards
and Committees as well as the Congregation to let the Vision become part of our way of thinking. Over the
next eight years and so we will put together small teams. They will tackle one part of the Vision. They will
take on of the questions that we raise and then explore, discern and bring recommendations back to the larger
church.
Are we prepared to stand in this time and place and respond to God’s calling with the age-old answer of
“Hear I Am, Send Me?” I have known you long enough to trust that the answer is a resounding YES!
I am in deep gratitude to those who have been part of this process to this point and I implore each of you to
be engaged in the process that is about to unfold. I welcome the chance to talk with anyone about the
Vision, the process, the church or anything else. Please give me a call or make an appointment to come and
see me.
Peace,
Brent

Our Shared Life Together
Thank Yous


What better time than thanks-giving to, belatedly, tell you how much I have loved, appreciated and been
encouraged by your many remembrances -- cards, calls, visits, e-mails and even a beautiful scarf from
the Prayer Shawl Ministries group! All have reminded me how many wonderful things you are all doing
and how much I have missed by not being there to participate in it with you.
No one was more surprised than I to find myself in the ER at Bay State in early July. Diagnosed with an
acute inflammation of the outer lining of the heart, they not only treated that successfully, but invited me
back in September to install a new aortic valve in my heart. Who could resist?
It was so easily accomplished that I gave myself two weeks to recover and back to normal schedule.
Well that was naive! Now, weeks later, discovered I was being poisoned by a medication deemed
"essential". I am happy to say that that problem has been solved and each day shows more promise.
I am now anticipating that soon I shall be able to walk, talk and breathe all at the same time--and will
rejoice to be back among you to say THA NK Y OU in person!
With love and gratitude, Alice Wilmot

Thank you to the Fitzpatrick family and the mailroom crew at Country Curtains for mailing out our
Newsletter each month.
 A GREAT BIG thank you to the ladies at Riverbrook and to all my helpers. I truly appreciate all your
hard work.
~ Nancy


A note about our Prayer Ministry:
This is a place that cares deeply about prayer. Each Sunday we name our Joys and Concerns and share them
with one another. Each Wednesday in Morning Prayer we honor and remember them.

HAPPY JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
(Please let someone on the Growth
Committee know if we have not
included your birthday or listed it
incorrectly.)
January 1
January 4
January 7
January 12
January 13
January 16
January 22
January 26
January 27
January 28
January 29
January 31

Lisa Nelson
Marjorie Fuller
Jane McCormick
Anne Roy
Mary Jane Dunlop
Jeannene Booher
Nancy Wilcox
Pat Carlson
Ann Underwood
Willa Pohl
Linda Colvin
Chuck Gillett
Vivian Wise
Cathy Clark

PLEASE REMEMBER THE
FOLLOWING IN YOUR PRAYERS:

Madonna Meagher, Gt. Barrington
Alice Wilmot, W. Stockbridge
Maschino/Jester/Opperman families
Bill Holmes, Lenox,
Jackie and David Hawkins, Stockbridge
Betsey McKearnan, Stockbridge
Jen Germain, Stockbridge

News From Boards And Committees
Mission and Action
Happy New Year! As I write this, Christmas is fast approaching and the year is winding to a close while a
new one is about to burst forth with brand new possibilities and experiences. The Mission and Action
Committee is very aware of its fondness for this time of year. For that, there are many reasons.
The generosity of the congregation at this time of year is heartwarming as is the amount of kindness we feel
we are, as a congregation, spreading with the Christmas Giving Tree. With eager anticipation, I sit here
writing, feeling very blessed that I will be joining the members of Mission & Action tomorrow to sort the gifts
underneath the Christmas Tree in the Jonathon Edwards room! It’s something that makes me personally adore
being able to reach out and help others at the holidays. Mission & Action has been busy all year and
culminating with the Christmas Giving Tree is very rewarding and very important as it serves it’s purpose in
the lives of others who need some kindness and care this holiday season.
As the year closes with Christmas and the few days to follow, Mission and Action reflects upon our important
work in the year 2016! We are proud of our striving and we feel fulfilled that we have made a difference in
many people’s lives, whether in big ways or small. At the same time, we are looking forward to a new year
and the many more ways we can reach out as a committee representing a congregation that thrives on giving.
Thank you everyone for everything! Happy Holidays from all of us to you!
~Jen Germain, representing the Mission & Action Committee

Deacons
Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers,
for thereby some have entertained angels unawares. (Hebrews 13:2)
In January, we will be spending some time in worship thinking about hospitality. What’s the big deal? You
might ask. We’re nice. We put out a good spread for coffee hour, and chat with our neighbors and friends after
church. Isn’t that what hospitality is all about?
Well, no. It is about that, about loving relationships within and amongst members of our community. But it is
also about extending ourselves to strangers, to people who are not, or not yet, members of our community. It
is about comforting, easing the way, feeding and caring for people whom we do not know. And, as St Paul
says, who might be angels.
Hospitality is more difficult than it sounds. It requires active practice and service. It takes work. But the payoff
is worth the effort. Whether we end up welcoming angels in human form, or angelic humans, we are doing
what God asks us to do. So, come on in, angel or not: we welcome you.
David Anderegg, The Deacon’s Chair

Growth and Fellowship
Help is Needed - Do you like to share a smile?
There are 3 easy ways each week to do just that. Want to know how? Sign up to help Gina in the nursery,
offer to serve as greeter or agree to host coffee hour. If you've done this before - you know how fulfilling it is
and we'd love to have you again. If you've never tried it - give it a try - you'll be glad you did. Visit the
church website www.stockbridgeucc.org or Sign-Up Central in the J.E. Room to find a date that works for
you. If you have questions, need a coffee hour partner, or want to know more, we’d be happy to speak with
you. You can email or call Jeremy Ridenour jeremy.ridenour@gmail.com (903)258-5876 or Diane Fogarty
fowgsken@verizon.net (413)298-0041 or any member of C. Ed or G & F. Thank You.

Trustees
Our praises go out to those who created and contributed to The Berkshire Home Companion radio show,
which raised some significant funds. It was well done and we might hope to look forward to a similar
offering next autumn. Church finances are otherwise on track beyond ten months into the year. The Trustees
are relatively close to budget as the rest of the numbers are comfortably in line.
The team got in gear with the Fall Clean-up campaign and the leaves just disappeared in what seemed like
mere minutes. This was done with a squadron leaf blowing machines and some very apt assistance of
workers from the Stockbridge Golf Club. We owe them a measure of appreciation for the work they did and
the use of their machinery. As the outside was being spruced up the inside was being scrubbed. With the
help of more volunteers wood was polished, windows were cleaned, rugs were vacuumed, things were
reorganized and the leaky faucet in the kitchen was fixed. It’s all part of a good Fall tradition. Was it luck or
divine intervention that enabled us to get the outside done when we did? Snowy skies emptied down on us
the very next day with quite a bit more fluff than the weatherman predicted.
The Building and Grounds Subcommittee was to meet the night after our last meeting, so we anxiously
anticipate some revelations from that group at the next. We will forward some of that information as we get
updates from the subcommittee. Responding to a specific request from a member we are investigating the
installation of exhaust fans in two of the bathrooms. From what we know so far this shouldn’t be greatly
difficult to accomplish. Anne Roy found a new service which may help with general rug and floor cleaning
while in the name of energy efficiency Ted Randolph donated some of his time to put a couple door sweeps
under the front doors of the sanctuary so the warm air doesn’t slide out into the great outdoors.
Anne Roy thoughtfully suggested we establish a directory of members which, beyond contact information,
includes information on their professions, capabilities, special talents or expertise. This way we would have
a resource guide to help us locate some good advice or qualified labor.
As part of our continuing discussions on the Memorial Garden the idea of adding an historical marker was
introduced. This marker would reflect a brief history of the church, would be shared with the tribe and would
serve as a reminder of our origins for future generations of church members and for the community at large.
We will keep that on the burner.
Respectfully submitted,
Robert G. Doerr

Christian Education
Christian Education is excited to announce a new eight-week small group, beginning on Monday January 9th
from 7-8:30 p.m. We will be reading Nadia Bolz-Weber’s book Accidental Saints: Finding God in all the
Wrong People. Here’s the Amazon description: In Accidental Saints, New York Times best-selling author
Nadia Bolz-Weber invites readers into a surprising encounter with what she calls “a religious but not-sospiritual life.” Tattooed, angry and profane, this former standup comic turned pastor stubbornly, sometimes
hilariously, resists the God she feels called to serve. But God keeps showing up in the least likely of
people—a church-loving agnostic, a drag queen, a felonious Bishop and a gun-toting member of the NRA.
But by this grace, people are transformed in ways they couldn’t have been on their own. Contact Jeremy
Ridenour at jeremy.ridenour@gmail.com if you are interested.

Service League
We're happy to report that this year's HOLLY FAIR netted over $6,000! All the proceeds will go to
supporting mission projects at home and abroad - from support for refugees in Syria to victims of domestic
violence in Berkshire County. And we couldn't have done any of it without the loyal support of the
congregation - the bakers, the workers, the setters-up and takers-down - what an amazing group effort!
Thank you, thank you, thank you!

Events & Happenings
Three New Studies Launching in January
Jeremy will be leading an eight-week small group on Mondays beginning January 9th from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m.
We will be reading Nadia Bolz-Weber’s book Accidental Saints: Finding God in all the Wrong People.
Contact him at jeremy.ridenour@gmail.com if you are interested. Over...
Brent will be hosting a book read on Howard Thurman’s classic Jesus and the Disinherited. It was a major
influence on MLK Jr. & is currently being read by the MA UCC Board of Directors. It will fit nicely with
our emphasis on Black History Month in February. Planned times are Wednesday mornings (starting 1/25)
9:00 – 10:30 a.m. Books are on order. Contact Brent.

You are invited to share in a women's Bible study, "Who is Jesus." This nine week study will be hosted by
Marjorie Dix at her home 1606 State Road Richmond, on Saturday mornings from 9-10:30 am starting Jan.
28th.

Winter Worship & Snow
We are entering the time of the year where worship can be affected by snow storms and
other weather elements. So…know this…
Unless Governor Baker or another official declares a state of emergency we will have
worship on Sunday morning.
Please use sound judgment with an eye toward safety as to whether or not you can attend. Of course, we
always love to see you here, but if it is not safe or your feel uncomfortable given the weather – STAY
HOME – there will always be next week.

Hold the Date!! Special Screening of the film:

An American Conscience:
The Reinhold Niebuhr Story
He was a moral compass through some of America’s defining moments:
World War II, the Cold War, Civil Rights…Featuring interviews with
President Jimmy Carter, Civil Rights leader Andrew Young,
NY Times writer David Brooks and others..

Saturday, February 4 – 6:00 p.m.
First Congregational Church
*While not confirmed, we are hoping to hold a lecture in conjunction with
the program in the afternoon.

New Book Read to Feature Classic
Pastor Brent invites all to join in a book read on a text that helped to shape
the Rev. Dr. Marin Luther King’s work and theology regarding civil rights.
From the book cover is this line, “Thurman’s work reaches past anger and
distrust toward a vision of unity.”
The purpose of the study will be conversation and sharing. The short (102
page) text will provide ample material not just for understanding how it
spoke to the Civil Rights movement in the 1960’s, but also how it can speak
to our current situation and all of the tensions around race, sexuality, religion,
gender identity, immigrant status and more.
In order to keep the conversations lively and allow all to participate, Brent is
going to limit sections to six people. Currently the plan is to hold one section
on Wednesday mornings, but other sections can be added if there is interest.
If you want to participate, but can’t do so on Wednesday mornings, there is a
place on the sign-up sheet in the JE Room to make that known.
Part of our discussions will also help Brent bring the information back to the Massachusetts Conference Board
of Directors who also will be reading and discussing it. Questions? Call Brent.

Bequest Received by the Church
It is with deep gratitude that we acknowledge a generous gift from Clyde Wade to the church. Clyde left the
church $10,000 in his will. There is no question of the importance of the
church (and the Interlaken Church) to Clyde in his lifetime. He served
that church and our own church deeply and faithfully for many years.
This gift is part of a new fund that provides capital care and updates for
our buildings and grounds. Just as this place came to us as a gift from
those who have gone before us, this fund will help to ensure that we too
will leave it as a place of truth, beauty, hope and love for those who
follow us. This fund will not just ensure that the buildings are
maintained, but also for needed improvements so that they continue to
wonderfully serve the needs of the community.
We hope that others might follow this great example and put the church in their wills. The physical plant of
this church is crucial in supporting the ministries of the church. While the church is never just a building, this
place gives us so much; a place to gather in worship, a place to celebrate and mourn, a place to seek out
questions, a place to find relationship and so much more. Even when we are not inside, its beautiful exterior
and strong steeple offer a presence and testimony to the God we follow that can be helpful in all kinds of
times.
If you would like to talk to someone about this, please contact the church office.

Art in Church
Inviting any artists (beginner to professional) among our church family to meet and discuss the formation of
an art group. Through this group, we hope to share art work, work together once or twice a month as a group,
and (or) have an art show in the Spring.
An introductory meeting is scheduled for Sunday, January 8th at 11:30 a.m. in the Sunday School Room. Art
making encourages community building creative expression and sharing of skills. For inquiries and interest
please call Olga Schwede at 413-644-9846.

First Ever Berkshire Home
Companion…
A HUGE SUCCESS!!
As part of the Church Budget passed last January, there was a Council Fundraiser. The Council inserted
that fundraiser so that we could continue to fund needed ministries of the church and so that we can
continue following the calling of our God. The goal that was set was $3,000.
While the primary goal of the event was raising funds, the event succeeded not only on that level but in so
many other ways. The event exceeded its financial goal by $1,000 and it brought the whole community
into the sanctuary for a much-needed night of connection, laughter and joy. The pie contest that followed
in the JE Room was both a culinary and communal hit as people lingered over tasty morsels and brought
more home for enjoyment.
There are so many people to thank for this event:
David Anderegg, who wrote, coordinated and directed the show. David secured the many talented
performers and met with them individually and collectively to make sure that the show was
seamless and fun!
Patty Strauch who coordinated the front of the house and the pie contest. Patty’s energy and joy helped
to make sure that it all ran smoothly.
All of the pie bakers and those who welcomed people in and served pies.
Monk Schane-Lydon who handled the sound engineering and provided equipment.
Jon Geldert who coordinated the publicity and graphics.
Ted Randolph who made the applause sign and Glenn Gilbert who ran it.
The participants in the show from our church including: David, Brent Damrow, John Demler, Marjorie
Dix, Steve Hassmer, Alison Larkin, Nellie Rustick, and Cathy Schane-Lydon.
Quintessential who provided sound equipment.
The spirit behind this event reminds us what can happen when we reach out beyond our doors and when we
go that extra mile to fund life-giving ministries. Thank you!!!

Annual Church Budget Meeting
Information Meeting and Feedback Session – Sunday January 22 (after worship)
Approval Sunday January 29 (after worship)
All are encouraged to attend the meeting on the 29th where we will vote on the
Budget as prepared by the Budget Committee and approved by the Board of Trustees
and the Church Council.
This year to help make that meeting more smooth and to encourage a robust discussion of the budget, we
are holding a feedback session on January 22. That meeting is the place to bring questions, concerns and
ideas. On hand will be members of the Budget Committee, Church Council and Trustees.
Having had the chance to explore those ideas and respond where necessary, we hope that the meeting on
the 29th is smooth and celebratory. Questions? Contact a member of the Budget Committee (Bronly Boyd,
Brent Damrow, Glenn Gilbert or Chuck Gillett).

