Dear Sisters and Brothers,
Here in this church we practice our faith as a way of life and living. We understand that to believe something
transcends the idea of just mentally assenting to it, but rather giving our hearts and lives to it. We bring our
lives to our faith, take our faith back into our living, and then bring what we discover back into our shared
faith journey. We cherish the idea of being one body. We affirm the “beloved-ness” of all. We commit
ourselves to loving God with our whole heart and our neighbors as ourselves. We listen for the way God is
calling this unique church to be and serve in our own time and place. We come to be transformed and then to
go back into the world to partner with God in transformation.
Inherently all of that also recognizes that other peoples in other places are striving to do similar things. That
our one body includes all who come through our doors but also extends to other places, other cultures, other
experiences and understandings. As Nick Pohl once so eloquently described in his faith reflection—here in
this church we are part of a superorganism where everyone is both essential and yet only part of the whole.
That truth applies to our church in the larger faith world too.
In February we are going to take that concept and explore how the church as the one body of which we are a
part is diverse in creed, origin and hue. In February we will bring the global calendar together with the
liturgical calendar. In February as Black History Month is celebrated, we too will honor it through our
worship, our music and our formation.
Professor Michael Scott of Howard University documents that Black History Month emerged from the efforts
of Carter G. Woodson. He was inspired by an exhibit in Illinois where tens of thousands turned out to
celebrate the accomplishments African-Americans had made by the fiftieth anniversary of Emancipation. For
Woodson there were two aspirations for “Negro History Week.” The first was for the African-American
Community; he said “we are going back to [our] beautiful history and it is going to inspire us to greater
achievements.” He also though firmly believed that when the whole public extended themselves to the study
of black history it would “transform race relations.”
Each week in worship throughout the month of February we will bring the gospel, the good news, the story of
Jesus face to face with the story and history of the African-American people not just to transform race
relations but to transform our hearts, faith and lives. Howard Thurman wrote in his Landmark work Jesus
and the Disinherited that the fundamental message of Jesus “focused on the urgency of a radical change in
the inner attitude of people.” It is to that calling that we will devote our prayers, our singing, our preaching
and our dreaming.
We will do it all to find beauty, to expand our understanding, to inspire our living and to give glory to God
who made all people in God’s own beautiful image.
I look forward to this holy and important endeavor and look forward to talking with you about what you
experience and how it impacts your heart, your minds and your practice of faith as a way of life and living.
Peace,
Brent

Our Shared Life Together
HAPPY FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
(Please let someone on the Growth
Committee know if we have not
included your birthday or listed it
incorrectly.)
February 1
February 6
February 10
February 11
February 12
February 13
February 15
February 20
February 22
February 23
February 24
February 26
February 27
February 28

Ann Brink
Rick Floyd
John Kingston
Claire Williams
Senta Brodeur
Ellen Lahr
James Fairbrother
Les Freeman IV
Julia Lewis
Amy Freeman
Logan Higuera
Emma Drew
Anne Cooper
Kathleen Opperman
Sophie Randolph
Jim McMenamy
David Hawkins
Lilly Hassmer

PLEASE REMEMBER THE
FOLLOWING IN YOUR PRAYERS:
Madonna Meagher, Gt. Barrington
Alice Wilmot, W. Stockbridge
Bill Holmes, Lenox,
Jackie and David Hawkins, Stockbridge
Betsey McKearnan, Stockbridge
Jen Germain, Stockbridge

Thank You’s
Thank you to the Fitzpatrick family and the mailroom crew at Country Curtains for mailing out our Newsletter
each month.
A GREAT BIG thank you to the ladies at Riverbrook and to all my helpers. I truly appreciate all your hard
work.
~ Nancy

Plumbing—We Need Your Help
Our recent experience with plumbing issues prompts this friendly reminder:
Please do not flush anything down our toilets other than
toilet tissue and human waste.
The slope of our pipes to the Main Street outlet is very shallow. Further, our pipes are in
need of attention (which the Trustees are already working on) and currently are prone to
catching debris and causing clogs. Thank you for your help in this regard and feel free to
contact the Church Office with any questions.

News From Boards And Committees
Moderator
Dear Members of the Congregation,
On Sunday January 22nd, the membership in attendance for the morning service participated in some Sunday
morning improvisation. This was not the plan for the day but was required by an unpredictable church
plumbing issue. To be sure, improvisation is not our goal or vision for any Church activity, but sometimes
things just happen. It was all successfully managed with a decision for an abbreviated service which was
conducted masterfully by Rick Floyd and Cathy Schane-Lyden. Unfortunately the budget review meeting
also had to be cancelled, but it has been printed and available since last week and questions can hopefully be
addressed prior to the Annual Budget Meeting for a vote next week.
You will hopefully, by now have had a chance to read through the draft Vision Statement and consider
whether it captures who and what First Congregational Church, Stockbridge is and the direction it offers of
hope and promise. Rick Floyd’s sermon last Sunday on darkness in the world and the power of light was
particularly timely. The Vision Work group has hopefully developed a document for our direction that will
allow us all to be light in the world both individually and collectively. We cannot know all the unforeseen
challenges ahead but we will successfully meet today tomorrow and the future looking to the light of Christ
and the light in each other.
In March there will be opportunities to share your thoughts and reactions to the Vision Statement draft and
the members of the Vision Work Group are counting on that. Please remember that this document contains
very few specific details as it was written to identify a general direction and not specifics. That will come
later. We hope you will share your thoughts on the direction laid out in either spoken or written word. It is
something for all of us to live into with the help and guidance of the Holy Spirit.
Glenn Gilbert
Moderator

Growth & Fellowship
The Growth and Fellowship Committee appreciates and thanks you
for HOSTING coffee hour and for GREETING all who come to
service on Sunday morning. Our community is strong because of
YOU. Thank you!
If you wish to volunteer to host, greet or help out in the NURSERY,
you may go to the church website, www.stockbridgeucc.org and
click on the “Volunteer” link. It’s easy! You will see the calendar
and who has signed up for various tasks. Coffee hour requires two
people, so you can join someone who is listed, or you can sign
yourself and a partner up. It’s also easy to change, if you find you
cannot make it the day you signed up. (Please call the church and
let Nancy Wilcox know if you need to cancel the week you signed
up, so we can get coverage in time).
Diane Fogarty

Deacons
The Deacons’ Chair: “Have it your way”
Our church is small, so we don’t have what big churches have: several different kinds of services for the
same occasion, whether it is a holiday or regular Sunday worship. Some churches have a “contemporary”
service with a praise band on Saturday evening, and a “traditional” service or two on Sunday morning. On
holidays, some bigger churches have a “family” service (and if they are very ambitious, animals are
involved) on Christmas Eve at 5 and a quieter service, sometimes with communion, later in the evening. And
some churches have a very quiet later service on Christmas, like a Christmas Eve vigil or midnight Mass.
We don’t have all those flavors. But this year, we did, in a way. Since Christmas Day was on Sunday, we
had a Christmas Eve candlelight service as usual and a Sunday service on Christmas morning. The Christmas
Eve service was big and bright, with a wonderful bell choir (thanks, Cathy, for bringing them and playing
with them) and lots of candles and lots of people…lots of people. For those of you who weren’t there, we
missed you, but there only were three empty seats left before we would have had to go to standing room
only. It was a beautiful service, with many familiar lessons and carols, and trumpets and strings, and sending
the people out with joy.
On Christmas morning, people met in the JE Room and shared food before and during the service. It was
quiet and sweet, and it felt like a family gathering where people could sing and pray in peace. It was well
attended, and many, especially those with families far away, voiced their deep appreciation that they had
somewhere to go to be with their church family on this wonderful day. (And we extend a special thank you
to Brent and the deacons who served on Christmas morning to make this worship service so nice.)
When the Deacons met in January to debrief, we celebrated all the flavors of Christmas. We weren’t sure
what to expect in 2016, but what we got was variety and love and God’s blessings in all kinds of ways. And
next year, Christmas Eve itself is a Sunday, so we will have another opportunity to experiment, to learn, and
to celebrate all the different ways we can worship. It’s a long time from now, but we can look forward to the
opportunity to stretch and grow together. Alleluia!
David Anderegg

Trustees
As I type this Trustee’s contribution to the February newsletter there is a rather nasty back-up in the
normally obedient pipe charged with removing water from the inside of the church. As a result yesterday’s
service was truncated and the budget meeting was postponed a week. Rick did a good job of moving the
morning along expeditiously with a nice bit of humor to give it all some perspective. Hopefully this will be
resolved in short shrift. We put some our best buildings and grounds people on the case.

Speaking of buildings and grounds, the window restoration project has moved along quite smoothly. We
have zoned in on a contractor after having received estimates from many. Jon Geldert drew up a proposal
which was sent to the town to see if they can bring us any financial assistance from funds dedicated to this
very thing. Still, we are looking at significant expense and a project which will probably stretch out for a
good eight months or so into 2018.
The manse furnace (about 30 years old) has a leak which, despite several ‘solutions’ continues to do so.
There is a fix which would be about $1,500. We can limp along with the leak for now but prudence dictates
we look at this again in the spring and replace the furnace this summer. Remember the blue skies of summer
(he sighs)? The good news is Mass Saves will provide a rebate which will take care of around 30% of the
cost.
(over)

The Endowment Committee has been wrestling with our returns as we try to maximize income without
adding risk to the portfolio. Conversations have been ongoing in this regard and we suspect there will be a
decision forthcoming that will cut an expenses and increase the yield of the fund. At the same time we are
still looking to see what sort of diplomatic solution might be found as it applies to the CDC loan we made
several years ago.
Lastly, we are working on policies and procedures when it comes to The Memorial Garden. We are
looking at the type and size of the stones, the font and distribution of markers. We have worked it out so
work can be done on windows and shutters as we are also working on construction of the garden.
Respectfully submitted,
Robert G. Doerr, Chairman

Christian Education
Christian Education has just begun a seven-week study on Nadia Bolz-Weber’s book A ccidental Saints.
Bolz-Weber’s book documents the trials and tribulations of her creative congregation House for Sinners
and Saints in Denver, CO. I wanted to describe
our conversation from the first meeting so other
church members could learn about the depth of
learning that occurs in small groups. In these first
chapters, she speaks frankly about the reality of
sin and the fact all of us have both saint and
sinner in us. She described her reaction to the
shooting of Trayvon Martin and her wish to
deliver a fiery sermon, critical of gun violence in
America. However, that same week she learned
that her mother was being threatened by an
unstable woman and her brother (who happens to
be a law enforcement officer) had to accompany
their mother to church while carrying a gun to
protect her. Bolz-Weber writes about her struggle
to both deliver a prophetic message against violence while also confronting her own relief that her
brother’s gun provides her with a sense of comfort. The group used this chapter to discuss the ambiguity
of how to be a Christian in our complicated contemporary moment.
We discussed how it can sometimes be so enjoyable to condemn fellow Christians whose ideas we deem
to be backward or prejudiced. At the same time, we recognized how it can be easier to see the sin in
someone else while regarding ourselves as wholly saints. This led to an important conversation about how
we need to maintain a position of humility and openness to being wrong and realize our moral and
intellectual shortcomings. John Calvin was famous for saying that the human heart is “an idol-making
machine.” Without this position of Christian humility in which we confess the reality of sin and our
limitations, we run the risk of being stuck in our own echo chamber. Bolz-Weber ends her chapter with a
powerful message: “That evening I admitted to my congregation that I had to look at how my outrage feels
good for a while, but only like eating candy corn feels good for a while – I know it’s nothing more than
empty calories. My outrage feels empty because what I am desperate for is to speak the truth of my burden
of sin and have Jesus take it from me, yet ranting about the system or about other people will always be
my go-to instead. Because maybe if I show the right level of outrage, it’ll make up for the fact that every
single day of my life I have benefitted from the very same system that acquitted George Zimmerman. My
opinions feel good until I crash from the self-righteous sugar high, then realize I’m still sick and hungry
for a taste of mercy.”
Jeremy Ridenour

Green Team
The Green Team is divinely excited to begin a new year and to think of all of the possibilities for the year
ahead. We are making plans and carrying on with past decisions to treat our Earth with respect and
appreciation.
We are currently having meetings on the second Wednesday of each month. Our next meeting is on February
8th at 6 pm. Please join us and help us plan a year filled with so much love for our common home and each
other!
Keep an eye out for the “Green Team News and Fact of the
Week” in each weekly bulletin. If you have ideas or questions
please contact Jennifer Germain at jlgermain77@gmail.com
This is a great way for the Green Team to stay in contact with
the congregation so you can expect this weekly environmental
update to continue.
The Green Team is planning a coffee hour, which is coming
soon on February 19th!. We will also at some point be showing some films that center around current
environmental issues. The dates and explanation for those shows will be released as soon as we have the
information compiled. Stay tuned!
The Green Team plans on becoming more “present” in the church. We want everyone to be familiar with
what we have done and are doing, as well as what we plan to do to make the congregation a “green” one, to
creat awareness about the necessity to care faithfully for our environment, to encourage green habits outside
of the church, including in the lives of our members and for local and world organizations that also want to
care for our wonderful home.

Happy February!!
Jen Germain

Music Committee
We are excited to announce our first Music on Main Concert for the 2017 season. For more information look
under “Events and Happenings.”
We also would like to tell you that Cathy now has a new support mechanism—a Minister of Music Relations
Committee. This group, made up of Steve Alsdorf, David Anderegg, Rick Floyd and Tracy Wilson, are there
to talk with Cathy about her role and her experience. They try to provide a safe place to handle feedback, to
talk about what is going well and where there is room for adjustment or improvement If you have something
to share including things that you thought went well, areas of concern or ideas feel free to share those things
with a member of the committee who can bring them back to Cathy.
Patty Strauch

Events and Happenings
MUSIC ON MAIN - Saturday, February 11, 2017 at 4pm
The first Music on Main concert of the 2017 season is Saturday, February 11,
2017, at 4pm, and features Ronald Feldman on cello and Elizabeth Morse on
harp.
The program will feature pieces by Saint-Saens, Debussy, Ravel, and Piazzola,
and Ronny and Elizabeth will speak from the stage about the pieces as well as
some of the special effects of the harp.
Mark your calendar now - - you will not want to miss this beautiful performance
by two internationally acclaimed artists with local roots, who are donating their performance to support the
Music Ministry of this church. This concert is open to the public and we encourage you to invite your friends,
neighbors, and co-workers. Suggested donation is $20 / $15 for seniors and students / children free.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Ronald Feldman has achieved critical acclaim for his work as conductor and cellist. He has appeared as
guest conductor with major orchestras such as the London Symphony Orchestra, Boston Pops Orchestra,
Rochester Philharmonic Orchestra, the Saint Louis Symphony, and
the Quebec Symphony, as well as many regional orchestras
including the Pro Arte Symphony, Springfield Symphony, Albany
Symphony, and the Amarillo Symphony. In August of 2016 Mr.
Feldman recorded three albums of music by Kevin Kaska with the
Royal Scottish National Orchestra.
After successful appearances as guest conductor for three
consecutive seasons at Symphony Hall and at Tanglewood, the
Boston Symphony’s summer home, composer and Conductor John
Williams appointed Mr. Feldman Assistant Conductor of the
Boston Pops Orchestra. He served as assistant to John Williams
from 1989-1993. Mr. Feldman currently directs the Berkshire
Symphony a regional orchestra in residence at Williams College.
He was formerly the conductor and Music Director of the New
England Philharmonic and the Worcester Orchestra. He is on the
faculties of Williams College, the New England Conservatory of Music, and The Boston Conservatory of
Music. 2012 marked the beginning of his tenure as Music Director of the Longwood Symphony Orchestra,
the orchestra of Boston’s medical community.
Elizabeth Morse, principal harpist with the Berkshire Symphony Orchestra and formerly with the Rhode
Island Philharmonic, is Artist Associate of harp at Williams College. She is a member of the Williams
College Chamber Players and the West Stockbridge Chamber Music Society. She gave her Boston debut at
Jordon Hall with Gunther Schulle conducting the Mozart Flute and Harp Concerto. The New York
Musicians’ Club presented her in her New York debut at Lincoln Center Library. Representing the American
Harp Society, Ms. Morse performed the world premier of the Concertino for Harp by Ernst von Dohnanyi at
the 1973 Music Educators’ National Conference, followed by repeat appearances with Oscar Schumsky
conducting, and at the Goldovsky Music Festival. Other solo appearances have been with the Boston
Symphony Orchestrated Events, New England Philharmonic, MIT Chamber Players, the International Music
Festival of Las Vegas, and Albany Pro Musica. Chamber music collaborations have included Boston
Chamber Music Society, Boston Conservatory Chamber Players, Musicorda Festival, Greylock Trio,
Extensionworks, and JohnWilliams and Friends at Tanglewood’s Ozawa Hall. Ms. Morse has also performed
frequently on National Public Radio.

Pictures and Reflections from the Marches for Women
Washington D.C.
Cary Quigley
This picture was taken after much walking. We were grateful to have
discovered the seating for the physically challenged. I was so often lost
inside the sea of protesters all moving at different paces, buffeted by clear
backpacks and enthusiasm; but every noticed bump was so graciously
acknowledged. Hands were offered and pathways appeared.
I hope the legacy of this protest captures not only that shared generous heart
but also shows the unprecedented diversity. The new voices given their say.
This was not just women, not just white, not just privileged, not just well off,
not just over 50, not just English speaking, not just Christian, not just the
physicality strong.
I have been showing up to protests since the mid 60s. None compare with
this gathering for its welcoming expressions of mutual concern, outrage, and
compassion. I hope this is its enduring legacy because we meant it when we
chanted "this is what democracy looks like". And I am doubly buoyed by the
support of my colleagues who gave me encouragement, gratitude, and knit
my pink hat! An additional shout-out to those working. The city truly welcomed us and their hospitality
helped shape our shared sense of belonging to this march, this city, and this county.

David Anderegg and Kelley Delorenzo
The march in Washington was incredibly inspiring. I particularly
enjoyed the humor of many of the signs: it was a sea of women
who decided that being demure was a thing of the past, and they
were seizing power by being funny. But as sharp as the signs
were, the people were as gentle as lambs..so much sharing, and
thanking, and lending a hand, and being kind. It was wonderful
to see people, women and men, being so outlandish and
determined and sweet all at the same time.

Jay and Terry Wise
Come and ask Terry about her experience, pull up a chair, grab a
cup of tea and talk!

Boston

Martha Floyd
I walked in the Boston Women's March with my 85
year old mother (a refugee from Nazi Germany), my
sister and my daughter, Rebecca, who is expecting her
first child in June- four generations.
The public transportation was so full with marchers we
were unable to get on the T to go to the March. We
hitched a ride with a young family we had just met
who invited us to join them in their minivan. We drove
downtown and then walked two miles to get to the start
of the March!

It was powerful to gather with so many people in one
place, knowing there were similar peaceful marches
occurring across the country and around the world. It was energizing to join with others to demonstrate on
behalf of equal rights, liberty and justice for all in our society. As we marched, our chant response was "this
is what democracy looks like," and it felt real.
I know that not everyone attending the March was Christian, but personally, my faith inspired me to
participate. The March was a concrete way to remind ourselves and our leaders that these freedoms are
sacred and we need to work for them on behalf of all God's children.

Jon, Jake and Brent
What an amazing, uplifting, hopeful and strong experience. While there were
currents of dissent and protest, much stronger were the feelings of support for
common values of inclusion, equality, justice and care.
Kudos to the event planners, the police and the city of Boston who made
everyone feel so welcomed and encouraged. In the midst of 170,000 people
we managed to randomly run into people we knew. There were so many
other families with young children which made us feel right at home too.
It was amazing how there was room for everyone and so many issues – the
signs ranged from the edgy (or even over the edge) to the beautiful, the wise,
the hopeful and the witty. Among the witty was a sign held by a young girl
in gothic Hargwortian script that said “His first horcrux is his toupee.”
The Boston Commons was so full of people of all stripes, persuasions,
agendas, family type, hue and origin. Even afterwards all across the city
there was so much evidence of all the people who participated and the
positive energy they brought to the event and carried from it. It gives us great
hope in these difficult times to see that there are people willing to stay
engaged and work for the causes of peace, justice and inclusion.
We know that there were others who participated in a variety of ways and in a variety of places. If we
didn’t manage to get your pictures or stories in time for this newsletter to go out, make sure to let the
office know and to share your stories with each other.

Gift from the family of Grace
Johnson to Fund Website
Revitalization
Following a beautiful and moving memorial
service for Grace on a wintery day, Richard
Johnson called the church to thank us for the
service and the love we shared with Grace and
with the family following her death. Richard
called also to share that he and his wife Deborah
and their two children Kate and Eric wanted to
thank the church on behalf of Grace with a
generous gift.
In keeping with the spirit of his mother, Rick asked us to consider using the gift for something that would
bring vitality and life to the church. He commented on how thrilled Grace had been on the resurgence of the
church and the congregation that was growing and thriving. Following a discussion of the Church Council,
the decision was made to propose to the family that the funds be utilized to update and improve our website.
The family, including Kate and Eric who both work in the technology industry in the San Francisco Bay
Area, were thrilled.
Our Web-Site is a major resource both for those involved with our church and for those who are exploring
churches. It is beginning to not only show its age, but be limited in what we can do with it and who can
update it. Some of the features no longer function correctly and other pieces of functionality require
knowledge of programming that go beyond what the office staff or our volunteers are capable of.

Our current host and programmer, Peter Wise of Square Candy Design, will continue to host the site and do
the programming. Theory One Design (the company that worked with us on our new logo) will be charged
with redesigning the site. In addition to a generous rate they are providing, Jon Geldert will be donating his
time as project manager which will save the church thousands of dollars and keep the budget in line with the
gift of the Johnson family.
A task force of five to seven people, Chaired by Jon, is being assembled to work on the re-design. They will
consider layout, graphics, directories and functionality and respond to the proposals generated by Theory
One. In addition, Theory One will be come to worship with us in February to make sure they get a good
sense of who we are, to catch visual clues from our building and to talk with people of the church. The task
force will bring their ideas and decisions to the Church Council for feedback.
Grace loved this church and did so much to support it. Toward the end of her life, she lamented that she was
not able to be here as much as she wanted but always found joy in hearing the stories of the way the church
was alive through worship, service, formation, beauty-making and more. She never failed to comment about
all of the happenings that she read about in the newsletter or how glad she was that this place that meant so
much to her was alive and well! This redesign will go a long way to helping us stay vibrant and connect with
those who call this place home and those looking for one.
Should you have ideas, questions or concerns please contact the Church Office. This process will unfold
over the coming months and hope to launch a new website as soon as possible. As more information
becomes available we will share it with you. Thanks.

By now, we hope that you have received your copy of the draft of the Vision and the letter from the Vision
Working Group. We hope that you have read it, thought about it and prayed about it, because now it is your
turn to help shape it.
The Vision Working Group has spent a great deal of time and energy praying, thinking, exploring and trying
to listen for God’s Still Speaking Voice. They have responded with what they have heard and how they
think God is calling us and they KNOW that what they have come up with is neither complete nor perfect.
In their discerning they listened carefully to each other knowing that the Spirit might be speaking through
any of them. They now invite you to help shape this document because they KNOW that the Spirit might be
speaking through any member of the congregation.
We will be setting aside a number of events to gather the feedback of the whole congregation. We are
intentionally hosting the events in different places including the Church as well as the homes of the Dixes
and Margaret Hornick. We are structuring the events differently to make sure that everyone has a chance to
both be heard and to listen to what others might be saying. The first of those feedback sessions will be:

Sunday, February 5 at 11:30 a.m.
As you prepare to participate, there are a couple of things we would like you to keep in mind. First, ideally
the Vision will represent not just what we want, but rather what God wants from us or who God calls us to
be. We ask you to think and pray about how you have experienced your faith here and how that might
influence the direction we head as the Body of Christ. Second, the Vision sets a general direction for us to
follow rather than the specific roadmap of how to get there. It provides a series of aspirational statements
that other small groups will wrestle with over the next seven years. We ask you to think and pray about
whether this direction is good and true. Finally, the Vision has to be the claimed outcome of the whole
church. It needs to speak for each of us and yet all of us. We ask and pray that you make room for the
differences in passion, style and wording. We ask you to approach this document seriously that you might
claim it, while also recognizing that it needs to be something we all can. Then we ask you to speak up and
speak out because what you have received is just a draft and needs to be shaped and enhanced!
Ideally we hope that you will be able to come to one of the feedback sessions, because dialogue opens the
chance for ideas to build upon ideas and for kind and open dialogue to find truth. We also understand that
you may not be able to make one of the sessions of might have something of a profoundly personal nature
that you would like to discuss. If so, you may also contact any member of the Vision Working Group (Jack
Brown, Brent Damrow, Marjorie Dix, Rick Floyd, Glenn Gilbert and Cary Quigley). We plan to spend
February and march listening and learning and then present a revised draft to the Congregation for approval
on April 23rd (the Sunday after Easter). Thank you in advance for you engagement.

An Important Event—Come and Invite Others
This church is blessed with a rich theological history. The people who have called this place home since our
founding have included people who have also shaped the world through their ministry, teaching and writing.
On February 4th we will host a special screening of a brand new documentary on one of those people;
Reinhold Niebuhr. This event not only has the chance to teach us about our past but also to lead us into the
future. After the one hour film, we will have a discussion led by Martin Doblmeier (the film’s producer) and
Professor Gary Dorrien of Union Theological Seminary. This discussion will both be a time to further
explore who Niebuhr was, but it also will challenge us to apply his ideas and perspectives to our own time
and place. It is an evening that promises to be full of meaning and beauty.

