Dear Sisters and Brothers,
I am beginning to think that it just might be hard wired into who I am. For a while I thought it was seasonal.
For a while I thought it was simply part of my own family’s upbringing. For a while, I was convinced that it
was because I had a child and so I was exhausted at night. But now I am concluding, that it is just part of
me.
Maybe it is because I am made in the image of God who chose to share the fullness of relationship through
the Word. Maybe it is because the Bible, such a central part of our faith, is a book made up of dozens of
different books. Maybe it is because we understand our very being to be part of the greatest love story ever
told. Whatever the reason, though, I am ready to fully admit that I absolutely love reading.
Among the most compelling reasons I love it, is that reading is an expansive thing. Reading expands my
thinking, my vocabulary, my imagination, my understanding, my adventure, my world and even my
empathy, my humanity, and my compassion. James Baldwin reflected, “You think your pain and your
heartbreak are unprecedented in the history of the world, but then you read. It was books that taught me that
the things that tormented me most were the very things that connected me with all the people who were alive,
who had ever been alive.”
I am on several mailing lists from faith-based publishers, book sellers, and distributors. As marketers, they
have picked up on the reality that many people of faith are people of the Book; that many people who take
time to seek out a holy place like a church also find “whole-i-ness” in libraries, bookstores and a comfy chair
with a good text. Each season they send catalogs, leaflets, and pamphlets about what books are out there and
why it would be an opportunity wasted not to read them. They are good at their marketing; they know their
trade. So perhaps you can understand my conundrum that having these great opportunities before me, I am a
bit flummoxed about exactly where to start or which one to pick.
This is precisely where you come in. I have ordered about a dozen books. They range broadly in style,
scope and subject. They are due into the office any day now. My plan (because I don’t think I am alone in
my love of reading) is to simply put those books in the J.E. Room and invite you to dive in with me. Rather
than an organized study, I invite you to sign-out one of those books and take it with you. When you are done
reading, I would ask a couple of things – (1) let me know what you thought – what moved you about that
book and whether I should read it and (2) write a couple of sentences down on the sheet next to each book to
help others in our church decide if they want to take it next. If you are really moved by the book and want to
invite others into reading it as a group, that is possible too!
May this summer be one of expansion, one of reading. After all, Dr. Seuss, a foundational author for many
of us, who introduced us as children to the joy of reading, proclaims this truth, ‘The more that you read, the
more things you will know. The more that you learn, the more places you'll go.’ Amen? Let’s go together.
Brent

A Note from our Minister of Music

As we wind down the program year, we are going through the centuries…from Thomas Tallis to Johannes
Brahms to Bob Chilcott’s Nidaros Jazz Mass! The choir’s last Sunday before its summer break will showcase
the Nidaros Mass, which was written by Chilcott and performed first by the Nidaros Cathedral Girls’
Choir. The mixed-voice version, which the choir will be singing, was arranged for the Kyoto Echo Choir in
Japan. It is a fresh, innovative, and thoroughly enjoyable take on the Missa Brevis. It’s Pentecost,
communion, and baptism wrapped up in some wonderful music. Don’t miss June 4!
I’ll be continuing the summer tradition of special musicians filling out the music slots on Sundays. If you’ve
always wanted to show off your musical chops, please let me know!
Catherine Schane-Lydon

HAPPY JUNE BIRTHDAYS
(Please let someone on the Growth
Committee know if we have not
included your birthday or listed it
incorrectly.)
June 2
June 6
June 7
June 12
June 13
June 15
June 16
June 17
June 19
June 24
June 26

Dean Parise
Rebecca Hall
Evelyn Battaglia
Mary Hoeltzel
Michael Deegan
Anne Hutchinson
Karen Lindstrom
Thomas Frelinghuysen
Luke Germain
Fiona Brown
Jean Stackhouse
Ruth Wheat
Anne Fix
Pat LaBagh

PLEASE REMEMBER THE
FOLLOWING IN YOUR PRAYERS:
Diane Fogarty and her mother
Catherine Schane-Lydon and her brother
Betsy Wheat
Ann Underwood
Patty Strauch and her father
Madonna Meagher, Gt. Barrington
Betsey McKearnan, Stockbridge
Jen Germain, Stockbridge

Our Shared Life Together
Thank You Notes
Dear First Congregational Church,
Thank you so much for supporting me through a financial scholarship this year. My first year in seminary has
been challenging and rewarding - exactly how it is supposed to be. CTS has been a good fit for my learning,
providing me with strong intellectual professors who care deeply about me and my faith journey as well as a
diverse student population to learn from and grow with.
(over)

This year I have studied Greek, along with several introductory courses, yoga, and spirituality, prophetic
preaching and social justice. Next year, I will delve into biblical courses and have also been asked to be a
teaching assistant. I will also serve a local congregation part time.
The money you provided was extremely helpful to keep me moving forward with my studies. Being a fulltime student with two children in childcare has been difficult for our family to afford on one salary and your
generosity has helped to pay for my schooling expenses as well as fill our hearts with joy thinking about
your kindness.
I have used the bible you gifted me, which has become particularly helpful as a pulpit bible when I have read
scripture in worship. The blanket you made and presented to us sits on our couch and I use it often as I
study and write papers.
Thank you again for your gifts to me. They are truly appreciated! We miss you and keep you all in our
hearts.
Love,
Martha Slocombe
To the Generous Members of the First Congregation Church,
The Meal Train dinners Brent and Jon kindly passed along to us proved to be an amazing help to us as we
navigated our way through a medical issue with our son, Emil. It was truly a gift to be able to simply heat a
delicious and homemade meal, rather than worry about grocery shopping and meal preparation. What a
wonderful service the church provides thorough the Meal Train and what a huge help it was to our family.
Thank you.
As new members, we have felt nothing but warmth and welcome from this congregation. Having meals
delivered by Brent and Jon are yet another example of this community’s generosity and compassion. Thank
you.
With our thanks,
Alexis, Kris, Emil and Miles Kennedy

News From Boards And Committees
Moderator
Vision Update
The most recent update of the Church Vision Statement was distributed this past Sunday to those in
attendance at the Annual Meeting. Additional copies are available at the church office if you did not receive
one and would like a copy.
The next step is to formally accept the Vision as a church on Pentecost Sunday, June the 4th. Hopefully,
many can be in attendance for this important service.
Information about the steps to follow and opportunities for participation in that process will be developed
and shared through the Church Council.
Glenn Gilbert

Growth and Fellowship
Growth & Fellowship will host the annual Strawberry Social on Sunday, June 25th on the
front lawn following worship (or J.E. room if inclement weather). Fresh local, juicy
strawberries on delicious homemade biscuits and freshly made whipped cream will be
served. Please bring your friends and family. If you wish, bring a blanket to save a spot on
the lawn. If you would like to help by baking, setting up or cleaning up or another way – we
would love to hear from you. Contact a member of Growth & Fellowship or call/email
Diane at 298-0041 fowgsken@verizon.net.
Summer Volunteer Schedule Up – June and July Schedule Posted
There are three easy ways for Greeter and Coffee Hour hosts to sign up: choose your date and write it on the
board in the J.E. room; visit the church’s website, www.stockbridgeucc.org, click Sign Up Central, find your
date and fill in your info; contact a member of Growth & Fellowship and let them know you want to
help. Members are Evelyn Battaglia, John & Janet Canning, Nell Ezequelle, Pat LaBagh, Joyce Hovey,
Diane Fogarty, Jane McCormick or Mishel Kulibaba-Epstein. All are listed in the church directory.
Thank you for sharing your hospitality. Volunteers for Nursery help can also sign up as above or contact a
member of Christian Ed.
Thank you to all coffee hour hosts and to greeters. You add so much warmth and nourishment to the
fellowship here at our church and we are grateful. Now that summer is almost here, we may see some new
faces/visitors here at Sunday worship. We need volunteers each Sunday to carry on these traditions which
add so much joy to our Sundays. Please consider signing up either in the Jonathan Edwards room, or at the
church website: www.stockbridgeucc.org.

Trustees
Don’t be shocked if you see a large, yellow machine on the grounds of the church in the next few days.
Work is about to begin on the east side of the sanctuary, where measures are being taken to assure good and
appropriate drainage off the drip edge, keeping water out of the church basement. This fix will use materials
guaranteed not to fail for at least 100 years. It is imperative we do this so we don’t encounter a problem once
the Memorial Garden is established. Following work on the east side, similar work will also begin on the
west side, where a temporary fix was applied in the fall. As this work takes place, we are also looking for
more funding for our window and shutter project. We will keep you posted.
At our last meeting, we discussed the process which will take place during and after the construction of the
Memorial Garden. For the months during construction, we will name an individual who will oversee
progress, deal with problems as they arise and answer questions regarding the memorial garden. Our current
thought is to have the Trustees maintain a book, which will be kept in the church office and updated
manually. This book will contain details (names and dates) of interments in the Memorial Garden.
Anne Roy brought up an interesting idea at our meeting. Since the church is making a pledge to be more
“green” we have more individuals biking to services and meetings. As the weather improves, we’ll have
more participants, so a bike rack would be a great addition. The preference seems to be to place the rack
around the back of the church – location to be determined.
Robert Doerr – Chairman, Board of Trustees

Music Committee
Music on Main - YeeJin Yuk
Saturday, June 24, 2017, at 3pm
This season's final performance on our Music on Main stage is a piano concert
performed by YeeJin Yuk. YeeJin is a long-time favorite of our concert series, so
be sure to mark your calendars now. The concert will feature pieces by Scarlatti,
Beethoven, Chopin, Rachmaninoff, and Bolcom. YeeJin will be speaking from the
stage. There is a suggested donation of $20 for adults, and $15 for seniors and
students. If you are interested in attending, but find the cost of admission to be a
difficulty, please speak with Patty Strauch. There will be a reception after the
concert. Please invite your friends, neighbors, co-workers . . . anyone who loves music will be thrilled with
this concert. We want to fill the house for YeeJin's first visit back from Rice University, and help raise
funds for the music program at our church. Please note that the concert is at 3pm!

Mission & Action
Mission and Action Outreach
Fifty homeless, hungry and grateful people enjoyed a meal
provided by many hands of Stockbridge UCC Sunday, May
14, at the Cathedral of the Beloved in Pittsfield. This
ecumenical effort happens every Sunday afternoon at 2 pm
on the front lawn of St. Joseph's Church, regardless of the
weather. Many of the diners are homeless, many are
disabled veterans and all are in need of help and seldom
have enough nourishment--food and spiritual. They get both
every Sunday.
Our church has provided a meal twice a year for the past few years. This year we were truly blessed for
many reasons: the weather was perfect, we had 17 congregants from our church (many of them enjoying
their first experience with this mission) who helped plan, shop, prepare the meal and serve it. Perhaps the
most meaningful and insightful part of Sunday's meal was watching four of our church young people serve
the meal--Erving, Renzo, Noah and Lilly. They were the highlights of the event. This truly was a beautiful
day of mission and action!
Green Team
The Green Team is excited about many of the changes in our congregation that are moving us closer to
being able to proudly announce that we are a "green congregation" according to the MAUCC guidelines,
that are on exhibit in the hallway, near the Nursery.
Please join us at a meeting or please send an email to Jen Germain if you are interested in helping out and
seeing more of what it is about to be a member of the Green Team. Our next meeting is on June 7th at 6
pm!

Events and Happenings
Manse Dinners
Dear Friends,
I've been fortunate this past year to help arrange visits to the Manse and the opportunity to share a meal with
Brent, Jon, Jake and members of this wonderful church family. It's been a joy and privilege, and while I've
tried connecting with many of you, whether by phone, email or "snail-mail," some folks have been ill, away,
or otherwise unable to attend. If you have not yet been invited, or you were unable to attend an earlier dinner,
kindly let me know. Invitations have gone out, and there may be a few openings left for the final dinners of
the season this coming June 2nd and June 3rd. You can leave me a voicemail c/o 413-298-7023 or email me
c/o jlevitt@bcn.net

Thanks so much,
Jo Ann Levitt
PS--Even though I'm involved, I'm also privy to the "buzz" around these events, and everyone says they're
wonderful. But don't take my word for it; come see for yourself!

Summer Course of Study: July-August
Asking the Deeper Questions
Consider viewing life as an ongoing question we're in the process of answering. As one answer pops up, we
move ahead, but then new questions arise. How shall we live? What is our purpose? What is the best way to
love others? These are not mere intellectual ponderings but rather questions that form the ground of our
spiritual development and the foundation upon which our faith journey unfolds. As we examine these
questions, and invent new ones, answers spring forth offering guidance, inspiration, or a more profound
connection with our God and our path. Jesus asked questions of everyone. "Why were you searching for me?
Did you not know I must be in my father's house?" He asked the crowds, "Is it lawful to do good or to do
harm on the Sabbath, to save life or to destroy it?" To his disciples, “But who do you say I am?” And he
asked others, "What is the Kingdom of God like?" So we too will ask the deeper questions, directed to this
moment in our life experience and the ways to fulfill our sacred mission and journey of faith.
"Asking the Deeper Questions" is a five-week course specially set up for the summer season, when we have
time to sit back and reflect. Diving deep into Scripture, as well as our current life experience. We will blend
both worlds to help us illuminate our path. There will be meditation, writing, dialogue, and of course, the
continual process of evoking questions, which as Rainer Maria Rilke famously counseled, we should witness
with patience. Rather than search for answers, we'll rejoice in coming up with questions. And as Rilke says, if
we can effectively "live the questions, then perhaps one day we will gradually live our way into the
answers..."
This course will be offered on five consecutive Tuesday evenings beginning July 11. If there is great interest,
then a Thursday morning meeting may also be arranged beginning July 13. Kindly reply to Jo Ann Levitt by
email: jlevitt@bcn.net or phone, 413-298-7023, of your interest and availability.
Thanks so much!

Special Thank You’s
The Moderator of the Church is the lay leader of the church. The Moderator is
entrusted with many important things including chairing the Church Council. For the
last three years, Glenn Gilbert has served in this role and done so admirably.
Before we get to what he has done (and there is a great deal to report on there), we
need to acknowledge the way he has done it. With a gentle sureness, a loving
dedication and an absolutely open heart Glenn has provided the kind of leadership that
welcomes all perspectives and honors all participants. He moves things forward
without leaving anyone behind. He provides hospitality through his heart for God and
by seemingly always providing refreshments at any meeting. Glenn’s smile and
demeanor communicate beyond words his joy in his work and in the process of
relationship building.

Beyond his effective leadership of Council, Glenn has also managed to make a difference in numerous ways:
•
•
•

•
•

Glenn has led the Vision Working Group engaging it, Council and the Congregation to bring us to where
we are.
Glenn has helped to revitalize/sustain many core areas of the church including the Personnel Committee
and the By-Laws Revision Process.
Glenn has been willing to be part of many critical processes including the Proctor Hall dialogue with the
town and the Norman Rockwell Museum, supporting the process that has resulted in our Memorial
Garden, and so much more.
He has led Annual and Budget meetings that are efficient, effective and welcoming.
He has been of great support to me both personally and professionally.

Glenn is a gift to this church in many ways. If you have the chance, please thank him yourself (I know it
would mean something to him). If you do not yet know him – seek him out, you will be glad you did. I am
deeply grateful for Glenn - both for what he has done and for how he has done it. We would not be the
church we are without his dedication, love and service.
In addition to Glenn’s hard work, I want to acknowledge each person who has finished up a term serving on a
Board or Committee. The extravagance of our welcome, the richness of our community and the extent of our
shared life and ministry is due to their hard work. The following people are finishing up their work on a
Board or Committee (even as many of them begin work on a new one):
Christian Education - Cathy Clark, Jeremy Ridenour, and Fiona Brown
Deacons - Joyce Hovey, Carl Bradford, Gary Schieneman, David Anderegg, and Jim McMenamy
Trustees - Bronly Boyd and Wayne Dix
Growth - Ivy Cote, Wendy Nicolosi, and Michael Rebic
Mission and Action - Ann Brink and Vicky Cooper
Music Committee - Joan Kopperl, Mary Jo Erickson, Morgan Middlebrook, Senta Brodeur, and Nellie
Rustick
With Gratitude on Behalf of the Congregation,
Brent

Special Worship in June
June 4th – Pentecost
On Pentecost, the final Sunday of the Easter Season, we celebrate the coming of the
Holy Spirit. On this particular Pentecost, there will be great spirit in the air. We will
baptize little Betsy Wheat, we will affirm our Vision and we will gather around the
table communion table. Special music will grace worship as the choir will be singing
sections of Bob Chilcott’s “Nidaros Jazz Mass.” Come and feel the Spirit’s entrance as
we gather as family!
June 11th – CE Sunday
For the past year, people of all ages have been studying and learning. On this Sunday, we will
celebrate and share from that learning. The children of our Sunday School will help to lead
worship, the adults who have been parts of various studies will share some insights, and we
will honor the truth that our faith is always a growing and deepening endeavor. Special thanks
to all of the Sunday School teachers and Adult Study leaders for their work throughout the
year and their roles in planning and leading this worship!

Updated Vision and Next Steps
On the next four pages you will find the outcome of two years of work. The first page describes the Vision
process to date and the following three contain what we understand to be the discerned vision of this
congregation. This will always be an unfolding and changing document. At this point we are asking you to
read this carefully, to pray about it deeply, and to consider whether it rings true as God’s calling for us for the
next seven years of our shared journey.
We plan to affirm and consecrate this Vision as part of worship on Pentecost Sunday (June 4).
Before that happens we ask each member of the congregation to set aside time on Friday, June 2nd or
Saturday, June 3rd to pray over and about this document. Take time out of your schedule to find a quiet spot
and engage in reflection and listening. We want to make sure that when we embrace this document that it is
a truly shared commitment of the congregation and that it reflects the way the Spirit is moving within our
midst. There will be a space set aside with some resources in the Sanctuary for those who wish to pray at the
church, but you may pray wherever and however you like.
May this time be a rich time of discernment and affirmation. If you have questions, please contact Glenn
Gilbert, Chair of the Vision Working Group.

