Dear Sisters and Brothers,
It is now your turn. Last month I wrote about the joy and the importance of reading. I wrote about reading’s
expansive nature. I echoed James Baldwin’s observation that reading connects us more fully to one another
and to those who have come before.
At the beginning of June, I placed a number of books (well 12 to
be precise because such a number seemed to have significance in
our tradition) in the Jonathan Edwards Room. I am delighted to
say that you have taken me up on my offer and that those books
have been going in an out of the J.E Room all month. Right now
there are only two books available and some of the books have
already changed hands three times.
We asked you to give some feedback on the books so that others might know if they wanted to read them and
so that we might determine which could make good book groups in the fall. You have responded! About
Marcus Borg’s Days of Awe and Wonder, JoAnn Levitt said “this is a book to be savored, cherished and even
read through twice.” About J.D. Vance’s Hillbilly Elegy, John Canning called it a “must read” while Barbara
Kershner suggested a different book, Mary Karr’s The Liar’s Club. I am looking forward to the thoughts on
the many other books that are in your hands right now.
I am excited at the reception this project has received and now I think it is time for phase two of the project!
I want you to share books that intersect with your faith and through which you have found meaning or joy or
truth. We will put out a second table in the J.E. room with sign-up sheets for people to take them home and
then offer their thoughts after reading. You can either bring a copy in to the church office or simply let us
know the title and we will purchase a copy. This second phase of the project will run through Rally Day in
September. Then I hope that a third phase will launch, an on-going sharing of books and texts with one
another, a phase that will not have any particular ending point.
In many ways I think that this is a powerful way for a church to have a library. In days like ours we are
blessed with an abundance of books and yet sometimes when I go to the bookstore I struggle to pick one out.
Especially in the area of religion I both get excited about the books I find on the shelves and worry about the
theology or perspective that might drive them. With limited time I worry about starting down the wrong
path. This kind of approach allows us to share books and let each other know what to expect. It builds a
sense of trust before we read it and then creates a small group of people with whom we can talk with after we
have read it.
Thank you for your participation in this and so many other aspects of our shared life.
Peace, Brent

Our Shared Life Together
A Note from our Minister of Music
Summertime…and the living is easy. This summer will be filled of lovely musical offerings for the Sunday
services: from piano 4-hands, to vocal and instrumental soloists, to the dulcet tones of our in-house dulcimer
group Sweet Strings. Each Sunday will be different, and will help to enhance your worship experience. I still
have a couple of openings, so if you know of someone who has a musical offering to share, please let me
know!
Brent and I have also been choosing favorite hymns (as reported in the last music survey.) Please let me know
if you haven’t heard your favorite in a while, and I’ll try to find a good place for it.
Catherine Schane-Lydon

HAPPY JULY BIRTHDAYS
(Please let someone on the Growth
Committee know if we have not
included your birthday or listed it
incorrectly.)
July 1
July 2
July 4
July 5
July 6
July 7
July 8
July 11
July 14
July 15
July 16
July 17
July 21
July 24
July 25

Gary Schieneman
Vicky Cooper
Carl Bradford
Frank Russell
Maddie Alsdorf
Connor Hall
Christine Rasmussen
Mia Freeman
Morgan Middlebrook
Jill Fleming
Jay Wise
Marjorie Dix
Patricia Strauch
Margaret Hornick
Teresa Gentile
Eric Germain
Aiden Germain
Steve Hassmer
Hazel Slocombe

PLEASE REMEMBER THE
FOLLOWING IN YOUR PRAYERS:
Catherine Schane-Lydon and her brother
Betsy Wheat
Ann Underwood
Patty Strauch and her father
Madonna Meagher
Betsey McKearnan
Jen Germain

Two New Leaders to Bring Considerable Gifts to Important Positions
In the coming years, we are blessed to have two talented and dedicated
leaders assuming new positions. Deb McMenamy is stepping into the
role of Moderator while JoAnn Levitt is assuming the role of Chair of
the Vision Implementation Group. The Moderator is the lay leader of
the church. In that role, Deb will lead the Church Council, be involved
in strategic decisions about the future of the church and help to shape
and influence virtually all aspects of our shared
life. The Vision Implementation Group will be
tasked with the role of living into the Vision
and wrestling its various aspects. In her role,
JoAnn will be interfacing with other leaders of
the church and the congregation as a whole
trying to ensure that the Vision continues to be shared by all of us. Both of these
leaders have important qualities including attention to detail, commitment to this
church, significant experience from other organizations, considerable interpersonal
skills and a willingness to work hard. As they begin their roles, we ask for your
prayers on their behalf. We also hope you might reach out to them offering your
best wishes and your support as they assume these important roles. Thank you Deb
and JoAnn for your answer of “Here I am” when the church came calling. We will be a better place because
of your heart and your work.

Our Building has Been Full and Busy—and that is Good!
Over the past month, this building has been used by various parts of the community for a variety of
purposes. It is an important part of how we are part of the community. On June 9th, the Norman Rockwell
Museum Board met in our Jonathan Edwards Room. On June 11th, Berkshire Waldorf High School held
their commencement exercises in our sanctuary before adjourning to the Jonathan Edwards Room for a
reception and celebration. Finally, on June 24th, YeeJin Yuk delighted a strong crowd with a diverse and
magnificently played program.

The Church Council has also approved the exploration with a new organization on a trial basis. The
Rainbow Seniors, strive to bring together LGBTQ elders and their friends with monthly socialization
opportunities, programs and other activities. They have had ongoing meetings in North County
(Williamstown) and Central County (Pittsfield) and are now looking to establish a presence in South County.
The program is free and open to the community. Their first meeting will be July 8th from 2:00 p.m. until
4:00 p.m. in the Jonathan Edwards Room.

News From Boards And Committees
Growth and Fellowship
We thanked outgoing members Ivy Cote and Wendy Nicolosi and welcomed incoming ones, Joyce Hovey
and Mishel Kulibaba-Epstein.
Our main focus for July is the All-Church Picnic, co-sponsored with CE, on July 23rd. You won’t want to
miss this opportunity. Check out the Events page for more details.
Then we will turn our attention to a New Church Pictorial Directory. We have chosen the “Community
Connects” format which allows for online updates as addresses change or new members join. There will also
be a print edition. The company will be taking photos at the church on Thursday, Friday and Saturday,
September 28th, 29th and 30th. Weekday photos will take place from 2-9pm and Saturday from 10am-5pm.
We will have sign-ups available starting in August.
And, of course, every Sunday we need greeters and coffee hour hosts. Please sign up in the Jonathan
Edwards Room or on the church website, www.stockbridgeucc.org. The friendly welcome and gracious
hospitality complement and enhance the worship service.

Mission & Action
Little Eden / People’s Pantry
Little Eden, the church’s raised garden beds between the parking lots, are flourishing thanks to Cary
Quigley’s green thumb and assistance from the Sunday school youth. The initial harvest was reaped
Wednesday, June 7, then washed and delivered early Thursday morning to the People’s Pantry at St. James
church in Great Barrington. The “fresh as it gets” romaine and red leaf lettuce and radishes were shared by
about 60 families. Several young people have been involved so far. If you would like to have your child
participate in this wonderful experience please contact Cary Quigley.
Donating produce from our garden is only the latest addition to how our church supports the People’s Pantry.
On the first Sunday of each month, worshipers are encouraged to bring non-perishable food or cash
donations which are given to the People’s Pantry. A variety of fresh produce, fruit, cereal, bread and rolls,
canned goods, pasta, rice, milk, meat and other supplies provide essential meal products for many folks who
otherwise might be greatly challenged to be able to enjoy nutritious meals. Many of us volunteer one
Thursday morning every 7 weeks to help the South County residents make their food selections.

Green Team Trinity Challenge July 2-August 27
Mission and Action’s subcommittee, “The Green Team”, will sponsor the second annual Trinity Challenge
every Sunday in July and August. The challenge is for all of us who attend church to have one gas powered
vehicle in the parking lot for every three members. It is a chance for us to have some environmental
awareness and it provides a visual example of the ways each of us can make a difference in our world. We
encourage not only carpooling, but walking to church if you live close by, or riding your bike.
Last year we had many beautiful summer Sunday services with bicycles on our lawn, walkers strolling down
Church Street and Main Street, motorcycles, and hybrid and electric cars. Each time we made an effort to
reduce the number of cars in our parking lot, we did our part to decrease emissions in our atmosphere.
(over)

We hope you will think creatively about how we can be environmental stewards within our church
community. We will have an information sign-up sheet in the JE room for those who might like to carpool.
Let’s hope for perfect weather on each of the Sundays in July and August so we can take advantage of fewer
cars in our parking lot (and won’t that make the golfers happy!).

Service League
We're looking forward to the SUMMER FAIR, which will be in just over a month, on Saturday, August 12,
in the JE Room. It's a great opportunity to buy some fresh produce, baked goods, flowers and perennials,
shop our crafts table, new “Christmas in August” table, odds and ends table, and mini-Grandma's Attic,
have lunch, and greet friends. Bring the family and out-of-town guests. Of course, as you know, all
proceeds go to support local, national, and international charities, as well as the Church's programs.
Contributions from your garden and kitchen are welcome too!

Events and Happenings
Muddy Brook Summer Backpack Food Project
Once again, we are a major partner and organizer of the nutritious home food program for Berkshire Hills
students. Muddy Brook Elementary School has a free summer program funded by grants for underachieving
or low-income students. Due to concerns that families will not be able to meet nutrition needs during the
summer when children receive fewer fully funded school meals, we provide 2 grocery bags of specific foods
to 40 families that opt into the program. The food list is determined by Fairview Hospital nutritionists. Each
bag is packed on Thursdays to go home on the bus. We make sure that we have 40 of each item. The
summer program is 4 weeks this year from July 10 to August 3.
Major donors for food purchases are our Mission and Action Board and Service League, Fairview Hospital,
Rotary of Great Barrington, and the Jewish Women's Federation. Guido's and Berkshire Mountain Bakery
provide food donations.
Also, our congregation may purchase the following items that families appreciate:
Cheerios (or generic toasted O's), must be plain (no Honey Nut), Triscuit or Wheat Thins, whole wheat
crackers (any type is okay), yogurt tubes (any brand, TUBES only).
Please leave in church kitchen, put yogurt in fridge or freezer. The last date to donate is August 2.
Food is packed on Thursdays at Muddy Brook. Karen Lindstrom is the organizer, please call/email her to
volunteer!
Thank you,
Anne Hutchinson

Summer Course of Study: July-August
Asking the Deeper Questions

Consider viewing life as an ongoing question we're in the process of answering. As one "answer," pops up,
we move ahead, but naturally new questions arise. How shall we live? What is our purpose? What is the best
way to love others? As we examine these (and invent new questions), answers spring forth offering guidance,
inspiration, or a more profound connection with our God and our path.
Jesus asked questions of everyone--of his parents--"Why were you searching for me? Did you not know I
must be in my father's house?" He asked the crowds, "Is it lawful to do good or to do harm on the Sabbath--to
save life or to destroy it?" And then he asked others, "What is the Kingdom of God like?" So we too will ask
the deeper questions, directed to this moment in our life experience and the ways to fulfill our sacred mission
and journey of faith.
"Asking the Deeper Questions" is a five-week course specially set up for the summer season, when we have
time to sit back and reflect. Diving deep into Scripture as well as our current life experience, we blend both
worlds to help us illuminate our path ahead. There will be meditation, writing, dialogue, and of course, the
continual production of questions, which, as Rainer Maria Rilke famously counseled, we should witness with
patience. Rather than search for answers, we'll rejoice in coming up with the right questions. And as Rilke
says, if we can effectively "live the questions then perhaps one day we can gradually live our way into the
answers..."
This course will be offered on five consecutive Tuesday evenings beginning July 11 and ending August 8.
Kindly reply to Jo Ann Levitt by email: 4jlevity@gmail.com or phone (413-298-7023) of your interest and
availability.
Thanks so much!
Jo Ann Levitt

Work on the Memorial Garden has Begun!
Next time you come to church, you will notice that work is well underway.
As work was beginning earlier in the Spring, an old electrical box was
discovered at the north-east corner of the sanctuary. Before work could be
continued we had to bring in a variety of inspection groups to make sure we
were being safe and not jeopardizing the electrical service to our buildings
and grounds.
The work on ensuring proper drainage along the sanctuary wall has been
completed and should be effective for the next century or so. The sewer
pipes will be re-routed and not affect the progress we make on the garden.
Next, expect to see a number of steps unfolding. Stonework will be added
where the entrance to the garden will be and in a focal point along the JE
Room wall. Site markers will go in to provide structure. A fence made right
here in Stockbridge will go up, grass will be planted and other landscaping
added.
As this project continues we will try to keep you informed as to what is
happening and why. We continue to plan for interring to begin in the late
summer. Ongoing thanks to many people who are volunteering their time to
keep the process moving.

Outdoor Worship Returns—Sunday July 23rd
In conjunction with the annual picnic, we will host worship outdoors.
We will have a casual worship service including familiar hymns,
prayers, preaching and music led by David Anderegg and singers Jack
Brown, Jon Geldert, Steve Hassmer and Jay Wise. We will gather in
the shade of our oak trees on the front lawn at our regular time of
10:00 a.m.
We hope that people will come dressed comfortably and ready to head
over to the picnic.
This will be a perfect day to invite friends to come with you to church
and the picnic afterwards.

All Church Picnic: Sunday, July 23rd at 12:00 noon (no rain date)
YOU are invited to the All Church Picnic at the Schneyers’ beautiful gazebo and lawn overlooking Mohawk
Lake in Glendale (please see map available in the JE Room). This is a relaxed time of picnicking, fellowship,
swimming, and boating for all members and friends of our congregation. We’re asking everyone to bring
their own meat or main dish—a grill will be available. Please also bring a dish to share: salad, side dish,
dessert, or munchies. Drinks, condiments, paper products, and ice will be provided.
Don’t forget to bring your bathing suit, towel, beach and swimming toys, hat, sunscreen, bug
repellent, and a chair or blanket. Floaties for small children are fine, but please don’t bring any
large rafts or boats. There are boats available at the lake. The Schneyers have a house next to
the lake where we can change clothes or use the restroom.

Please note that parents are responsible for their own children’s safety. Mohawk Lake is a
private lake and our hosts kindly request no fishing, no outside boats and no dogs. If it rains
(which it won’t!), we will picnic in the Jonathan Edwards Room. This event is sponsored by
CE and Growth and Fellowship.

Year-Long Bible Studies Coming This Fall!
A recent study by Harvard University involving thousands of churches across the country identified that
Bible Study, more than any other activity, contributes to both an individual’s and the community’s sense of
faith, connection and purpose. This Fall, the Board of Christian Education is pleased to announce two tracks
of Bible Study designed to get the people of our church engaged.
To make it comfortable for all people, we will be offering the studies in two tracks. One track is for selfidentified beginners to Bible Study, and the other is for those who have participated in other Bible Studies
and are equipped for deeper exploration. We will be hosting an open house in August where people can get a
sense of which study might be right for them. In all cases, individuals will be able to self-select into a study.
For the beginners, we will be using the Disciple program.
This particular study goes from cover to cover of the Bible
in the order the texts appear. While you will not read every
chapter and verse, the study will expose you to a great deal
of the material. Daily readings should take about 20-30
minutes and we will gather for a 90-minute session once a
week. While we will be concerned about content, just as
importantly we will be exploring ways of reading the Bible.
The Bible is comprised of many different styles of writing
and we will make sure people are equipped to approach
these sacred texts with tools to help their understanding. The last time we offered this class more that twenty
people participated. If you would like to speak with one of them about your experience, contact Brent and he
will put you in touch.
The second track will use the Kerygma Program. This
program is a thematic approach that takes certain
prominent themes from the Bible and looks at how they
are addressed in both Hebrew Scripture and the New
Testament. Those themes include God’s saving acts,
promise and covenant, God the knowable and
unknowable, how the Scriptures view the world,
leadership, the kingdom of God, the law and righteousness, wisdom, worship and hope. Similar time
commitment to the Disciples track will be required.
In both cases, we will spend a great deal of time not just learning the Bible, but engaging in conversation
about how it matters for our lives today. These studies will equip you to be more comfortable talking about
the Bible and understanding its full sweep, but just as importantly they will help you to bring those texts into
the story of your own life.
The studies will begin in September and run through the end of May/beginning of June. We anticipate taking
a break after Christmas for about a month. There is the expectation that those who chose to participate will
commit to the length of the study. Obviously, if that becomes impossible or burdensome, we will not hold
you to it and yet we hope you are prepared to make that commitment.
Please take some time to think about this. Please come and talk either to Pastor Brent or Jeremy Ridenour.
Once we have a date for the open house, we will let you know.
In the meantime, blessings on your summer!

