Dear Friends in Christ,
This year we enter Stewardship season in the midst of significant changes in our church and in the world.
Our church is growing, vibrant, alive! Numbers are swelling in worship, service and education programs.
The sights and sounds of children fill our gatherings. Our Vision is beginning to shape our life together. We
are caring for our historic structures even as new initiatives like the Memorial Garden enhance our buildings
and grounds. Our church family is deepening in connection to one another and in love of God. At the same
time, our world has become more unstable and divided. Uncertainty, fear and need are all around us. If ever
there was a time for this church to step forward and matter—to those who call it home, to our neighbors
throughout the Berkshires, and even to the whole world—that time is now!
As we stand on the threshold of great possibility, I am asking each of you to pray and think about your
financial support of this institution, resources which fuel its mission and its ministries. Think about how this
church matters in your life and in our community. Think about the future that we want for our children and
all children. Think about how this church serves as a sanctuary for those in need, lost, or wandering. How the
beauty of our worship and music moves souls to connect with the One who is our source and guide. How our
programs ground us in truth and prepare us to respond in love and service. Think about all of that…and all
that might yet be. And then respond by giving and supporting. How much you give is ultimately up to you
and God. But as you discern the level of giving that you are called to, here are some thoughts to frame your
thinking:
Tithing...defined by the Bible as 10% of your income or of what you spend…that is to say,
something significant. Take a look at your budget. What percentage of what you spend goes to the
church? What would it look like to work toward tithing? If you are currently giving 1%, what
would it look like to increase it each year by a percentage point?
 Comparative Giving. Take a look at your discretionary spending. What do you devote to travel,
eating out, car payments, cable, memberships to other organizations and more? A pastor I respect
once opined that our check book is a form of autobiography. How does your support of this
church compare to other things that bring you joy or meaning?
 Spiritual Self-Care. Recently, David Anderegg reflected on how much we spend on self-care
and the things that nourish and enrich our lives, from gyms to yoga to organic foods, from retreats
to massages, from nights out to books for quiet nights in. This church offers spiritual nourishment
through worship, education, community and more. How can you help support it?
 Jesus’s Teachings. Jesus taught frequently about money and the danger of its hold over our lives.
He challenged his followers to give money away, that money would have no hold on them. Jon
and I have taken seriously Jesus’s teachings on this topic, and as we have given more and more of
our money to this church, we have noticed this surprising truth emerge: although we spend less on
ourselves, we feel much more abundant in our lives. The more we give away, the less we worry
about our finances. Are you willing to take Jesus at his word when it comes to money? What
would it look like to give until money's hold over your heart or life diminishes?


These are no ordinary times in the world or the life of our church. If we are to sustain the growth of these
past five years and live into our Vision, we must meet significant needs in the areas of children's ministry,
(over)

pastoral care, education and programming, and care for our buildings and grounds. One major way we hope
to meet these needs is through the hiring of a part time Associate Minister. Another is through fully funding
the true operational costs of our ministries, programs, and building. These are no small tasks. We estimate
that to meet these needs and live into these exciting possibilities will require an increase in congregational
pledging of at least $50,000. I believe we are up to it, just as surely as I believe in the God who has called us
together and given us a future of hope and possibility. As we engage in this work together, I welcome your
thoughts, questions, ideas, and of course your prayers.
Brent

From the organ bench:
I’d like to take a moment to introduce our new soprano section leader/soloist. For those who didn’t know,
Nellie Rustick has stepped down in order to take advantage of opera auditions that are consistently during
weekends. After an audition process, we invited Rachel Siegel of Great Barrington to be our section leader/
soloist, and she has graciously accepted.
Rachel trained as an actor and singer at the Royal Academy of Dramatic Art, in addition to spending four
years in the professional Harvard University Choir as an undergraduate. She has sung in many professional
musicals, including Zorba! at Berkshire Theatre Group, Threepenny Opera at Williamstown Theatre Festival,
and the workshop of the new musical Can You Hear Me Baby? for WAM Theatre (2015). As a chorus
member, she performed one season with the Berkshire Bach Society chorus, and as church cantor, she has
served at St. James Catholic Church in Chatham, NY. Rachel is a writer/performer and with WAM Theatre,
recently co-produced and performed her one-woman play Special at the Unicorn Theatre. She lives with her
husband and two children in Great Barrington. Welcome, Rachel! We are so pleased to have you with us!
Cathy Schane-Lydon

Our Shared Life Together
HAPPY NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
(Please let someone on the Growth and Fellowship Committee know if we have not
included your birthday or listed it incorrectly.)

November 3
November 5

Ken Fogarty
Diane Piraino Randolph
Deb McMenamy
November 8 Betsey McKearnan
November 11 David Anderegg
November 12 Peter Wise

November 13 Meryle Epstein
November 18 Trudy Fadding
November 23 Aleva Henderson
November 25 Kristofer Kennedy
November 27 Judi Peyron
Marcia Miner

PLEASE REMEMBER THE FOLLOWING IN YOUR PRAYERS:
The Family of Bob Henderson, Janet Canning, Alice Wilmot, John Kingston, Karin Kyung Paine-Lim,
Betsy Wheat, Ann Underwood, Madonna Meagher, Patty Strauch and her father, Betsey McKearnan,
and Jen Germain.

Staying Comfortable and Being Efficient
As we enter into cooler weather we invite you to help us steward our resources while extending hospitality.
We want you to be comfortable in the church. Two years ago we installed programmable, web-based
thermostats for each of our three zones (the Sanctuary, JE Room, and Classroom Wing). We have set a
schedule based on the church schedule for heat to come up so that you enter a warm building and so that the
heat goes off when the building is not used. A few things:
•
•
•
•

If you have an event or meeting at the church, make sure Nancy knows about it so she can add it to
the schedule and you won’t have to worry about heat going on or off.
We have set the default heat to 68 degrees. If you would like it a bit warmer or cooler feel free to
use the arrow buttons on the thermostat to bump up or down.
Please do not use the hold button as it interrupts the schedule.
Make sure that windows are shut and that doors between the zones are shut when you leave.

Thank you for your help in this. If you need help or have questions, please give the church office a call
(298.3137).

News From Boards And Committees
Growth and Fellowship
Please join us for an all-inspiring fundraiser to benefit the church's growing children's programs:

A Journey to Grateful
Saturday, November 4th at 6:00 pm in the sanctuary.

Our own Steve Hassmer, will share some of his life and times on the stage through musical-theatre songs old
and new in his self-produced show, which he performed this summer at the Mac Haydn Theatre to a full
audience and rave reviews. Suggested donation is $15. Childcare will be provided.
Homemade Thanksgiving Pies
During intermission, you will be invited to sample slices of freshly baked pies that will be available to
preorder for your Thanksgiving holiday. There will be five types of pies featuring the flavors of the season:
double-crust apple pie, pumpkin pie, chocolate cream pie, Shaker pie, and cranberry-pear pie. Never fear: Pie
orders will also be accepted at coffee hour on Sundays between the concert and pick-up date. Cost of a whole
Thanksgiving pie is $15. We are asking that all orders be prepaid by cash or checks (payable to First
Congregational Church).
Pie pickup date and time: Tuesday, November 21st from 1 pm-6 pm in the JE Room. Any questions, please
contact a member of Growth & Fellowship. If you would like to help by baking a pie or even two for
Thanksgiving pre-orders, please contact Evelyn Battaglia or Pat LaBagh. Thank you for helping us to support
all the wonderful children in their continued growth.

Service League
Once again, the Holly Fair is almost here! This year it's on December 2nd, 10:00 - 3:00, and, as always, the
JE Room will be transformed into a holiday marketplace with one-of-a-kind hand-made crafts, ornaments,
gifts, baked goods, greenery, and, of course, Santa Claus! And there's the always popular Grandma's Attic,
and the luncheon to keep you going so you can shop 'till you drop. Mark your calendars and save the date!

Mission and Action
Mission and Action donated money to help Linda Baxter, Certified Nurse Midwife, head to Greece to help
Syrian refugees fleeing from Turkey. She has written two letters which I wanted to share with the church
community. This is an example of our church supporting a Berkshire resident whom we know personally,
doing mission work and making a difference in our world.
Letter #1 October 9, 2017
Good morning all - Sorry I have not written sooner - but not a lot to say - until now. The weather is
lovely and the hotel/apt comfortable (in Sindos, a suburb of Thessaloniki). Have mini-kitchenette so
have been heating up leftovers for dinner in between going out. Last week I went to two locations - The
Blue Refugee Center in Thessaloniki (run by Solidarity Now) which is primarily a social services
center with lawyers, English classes, counselors, etc. - but I examined 3 women and had an informal
educational session with 5 women refugees. One from Turkey, one from Kurdistan, and 3 from Syria.
Since they all speak different languages, that is a big challenge to find appropriate translators. I've
attached a photo of that session. I am going to donate some of the $ given to me to this group since I felt
they were really doing a great job helping the refugees in many areas of their lives.
Then, I spent a day at the Polyclinic in Thessaloniki - run by Doctors of the World. (Medicins du
Monde). Mostly I assisted and observed a volunteer Greek ob-gyn doctor. The language barrier is
again a problem here as much of what happens is done in Greek (so now I really understand the phrase
- "Its all Greek to me”). They are running a very nice clinic and have been there for years. There
doesn't seem to be much of a need for my services here.
In women’s health, there are additional issues here in Greece as the culture is quite conservative and
catholic. So refugee women who want abortions or long term birth control are having difficulty.
So now SAMS (Syrian American Medical Society) has decided that there is much more need for our
help on the island camps - and we are flying there today. I will be going to Chios which I believe has 2
over-crowded camps and where SAMS already has teams working.
Greece has been very nice so far and Sat. we drove (nearly 3 hrs) to see some 12th century monasteries
built on top of gigantic rock formations at a place called Meteora. It’s a UNESCO world heritage site
and quite astonishing. I attached 2 photos - one shows the Great Monastery and the other is my 3
companions - SAMS intern from NYC, UK nurse, and young Iraqi boy, son of our translator.
SAMS is also working on a project in Pakistan - helping Rohinga refugees at a camp there. They are
looking for volunteers there too - but it sounds too rough for me! I've decided I am beyond living in
muddy tents. Will write more after I see the camps - tho don't expect pictures as they are very strict
about "no photos".
Stay well.
Love to all. Linda

Letter #2 October 22, 2017

Dear Friends and Family - It's Sunday morning and I've got a bit of time before I leave to meet my 2
doctor colleagues for lunch so thought I'd tell you a bit more about what I am doing. Then I'm off on a
40 min drive to see Mesta, a medieval walled village in the south of Chios Island. My 2 colleagues are
a 33 year old young woman - GP from the UK and a 60 year old Norwegian doctor. They are avid
cyclists so they ride 30+ km's (one way) and I drive to meet them. Enjoying their company and we
often go out for dinner together - Greeks eat at 9-10pm but we cannot do that so are usually the first
patrons in any restaurant. Apparently they have lunch at 4pm and then take a nap.
I have now spent more than a week here at the camp and am seeing women regularly in the clinic.
Mainly Syrian and Afghani new arrivals who are 7-8 months pregnant. Also seeing some who have
been here for a while and are newly pregnant (quite happily it appears). Sent one woman to hospital
yesterday (via the one ambulance on this island) in labor with 9th child! Don't know if she will return
to the camp or be placed in an apartment somewhere...sadly she is traveling alone. Would like to try to
follow up and find some of these women in their tents/containers but it’s difficult to find them, as well
as, to obtain a translator to accompany me.
The Greek medical staff at the hospital is said to be overwhelmed and understaffed so they are not very
hospitable when women come there for care. We are trying to learn the system so as to avoid making
extra work. They do perform ultrasounds and blood tests for pregnant women so my care seems to be
making referrals and seeing women in between visits to the Greek doctors. One woman (8 months
pregnant) came yesterday and had run out of her thyroid medicine so had not taken any for a month!
We had none to give her and blood tests may take a week or so - but we were able to buy some over the
weekend. SAMS has a small budget for medicines and the Greek govt provides some as well. Saw one
couple who want help - trying to get pregnant for 4 years. Doubt they can get much help until they are
settled somewhere more permanently. Doctors are seeing routine chronic illness patients such as
diabetics but also a man who is paralyzed and in a wheelchair (said he was shot). Hopefully they will
get him out to a place where he can get the care he needs.
Save the Children has a nice space for women and toddlers and I have made a nice connection with
them. I'll be leaving in another week and there is another midwife coming - so what I have begun will
be continued. Who knows... I could come back!
Linda
CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE: Advent Season: Late November - Mid-December
We will be having gift tags ready for selection around Thanksgiving and all gifts need to be wrapped and
returned to the JE Room by Friday, December 15th. Individuals and families will be selected from: The
Elizabeth Freeman Center in Pittsfield, Construct, Literacy Network of Berkshire County and we never
forget our 4 legged friends at Sonsini Animal Shelter and Animal Dreams. Like last year, we’d like to put a
limit of $25-$30 a gift tag.
Mission and Action set a literacy goal this year so that every gift given includes a book appropriate for the
child or adult on the tag. (4-legged friends excluded). There are no guidelines on what book to get but if
you need suggestions, Vicky Cooper would be eager to help. Anyone who would like to participate in the
Giving Tree project but cannot get a tag or cannot get to the store to shop, we would be glad to be your
personal shopper. If you send in a check, please make it out to the church and put in the memo line:
Christmas tree gifts.
Thank you for your continued generosity.

Respectfully Submitted, Madonna Meagher, Chair Mission & Action Committee

Trustees
The Trustees would like to blast out the news that on November 4th, starting at 9:30am, we will have our
Annual Fall Clean-up. We are requesting that men, women and kids who are able, come to the church that
Saturday morning with rakes, rags and brooms in hand so to take up arms against the fallen leaves and
random dust bunnies. Anyone who has a leaf blower is especially encouraged to bring his/her machine.
Hopefully we can breeze through the task at hand. We are planning to have pizza for lunch once we’ve put a
dent in Mother Nature’s mess. As we work on the grounds some may notice the our new bike rack. Note: Just
because you ride a bike to church that doesn’t mean you can’t carry a leaf blower on your back as you ride.
The church Endowment continues in fine shape as the markets present us with a good investment
environment. As the costs to run the church increase, the committee works to find reasoned and socially
responsible ways to increase our performance commensurately. As part of that we are examining alternatives
to some of the investments we currently hold to see if we can manage to bring more to the bottom line. At the
same time the stewardship committee is doing good work in its effort to increase our ability to function, while
continuing to encourage greater and more substantial participation among members.
In other news, plans are proceeding to have the inefficient and malfunctioning furnace in the manse replaced.
We are pursuing an interest free loan to allow the savings gained through increased efficiency to pay for the
capital costs so as not to affect the church budget in the short term and to gain savings in the future.
Respectfully submitted,
Robert G. Doerr, Chairman, Board of Trustees

Deacons
LITURGY ORIENTATION OPPORTUNITY OFFERED, NOVEMBER 16, 7:00 PM
(Date change, moved from October 12)

You know you envy those fortunate people who get to read the Scripture lessons and pass the offering plates
on Sunday mornings, you know you do. And how about the cool stuff they get to do on Christmas Eve and
Easter? Well, envy no more, because you’re invited to a liturgy orientation session to become a member of
the Deacon “Auxiliary”!
In Greek, the word “liturgy” means “work of the people,” and we want to offer all the people of the church an
opportunity to participate in this lovely work. And worship is better and more full when many voices are
heard.
This wonderful opportunity, led by our pastor Brent Damrow, will take place on Thursday, November 16,
7:00-8:30 pm, in the sanctuary. Child care will be available.
Please let deacon chair Cindy Brown know if you plan to attend (cindytoddbrown@gmail.com, 413-2985365). Can’t wait to see you there!
THANKSGIVING DAY WORSHIP SERVICE, NOVEMBER 23, 10:30 AM
A Thanksgiving Day worship service will be held in our sanctuary on Thursday, November 23, at 10:30 am.
This community ecumenical service will be led by The Rev. Sam Smith of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church and
The Rev. Barbara Kershner of our congregation, as well as clergy from St. Joseph’s Catholic Church and The
Marian Fathers.
This low-key family-friendly service is the perfect way to remember the reason for the day, giving thanks to
God for our many blessings. So put the turkey in the oven, throw your kids and visiting relatives in the car,
and join us in thankful worship!

Christian Education
Agin’ It
You’ve probably heard the word “imagine” cropping up around church lately, creeping into the lexicon here
and there, just a little. Ha! “Imagine” has more taken the church by storm than been creeping up on us. Or
maybe there has been an element of both. At a visioning workshop over a year-and-a-half ago, Mary Luti
asked us to imagine what our church might look like over the next several years. More recently we adopted a
vision statement that begins each of its three sections with, “We imagine…” And our stewardship theme is
“Imagine … what’s possible!!”

I don’t want to appear to be jumping on the imaginary bandwagon, but…here’s what I would not have
imagined as my son was confirmed in 2010, formally joining a church where he seemed to be the last child in
attendance. Here’s what I would not have imagined as the position of CE Director was curtailed and then
eliminated. As demographic reports showed the county graying faster than anywhere else in the state. And
as property values rose, making the Berkshires a nice place to visit, but not a nice place to find work and
housing, or to raise a young family.
I would not have imagined: the influx of new members and young families that we now have; the first
Confirmation class forming in over seven years; having nine Sunday school teachers; the need once again for
paid professional oversight of the children’s programs. I would not have imagined such revitalization,
reminiscent of Ezekiel’s dry bones coming to life. The odds seemed all agin’ it, as I guess they always do
when you’re talking about raising dry bones. Fundraisers have also sprouted up among the Boards to help
pay for it all—in a very stopgap fashion for now.
So that’s what is happening in CE, a Board with four members plus Brent and Patty. We are, along with you,
trying to imagine a future crawling with kids, and then walking and skipping with them also. We are working
on our very own fundraiser. We are trying to imagine what’s possible.
Additionally, we are planning a special pageant for Christmas Eve Morning, complete with an Annunciation
but no birth, Wise Men setting out but not arriving, and shepherds wondering what, if anything, will make
this night different from all others. The pageant’s story will not be completely told until the Christmas Eve
evening service.
The Christian Education committee is in need of additional members. If you are interested in being a part of
the faith formation ministry here at First Congregational Church please contact a member of the Church’s
Connections Committee to see if it would be a good fit. Those people are JoAnn Levitt, Ron Hanft and Deb
McMenamy.
Next month in this column: A first term report from participants in the year-long adult Bible Studies.
Ted Randolph, CE

Events and Happenings
Sunday November 5

10:00 a.m.

Special Worship

We welcome back the Rev. Dr. Nancy Taylor, Senior Minister of Old South Church in
Boston. Nancy brings a voice of conviction, optimism and challenge to us as we
consider the road that lies before us. Nancy has been and continues to be a considerable influence on Brent’s
life and ministry and preached at his installation in May 2013. She and Brent will host a dialogue about the
future of the larger church and Stockbridge’s role in it after worship.

Friday, November 18

5:00 p.m.

A Childhood in Words and Music

Ronnie Cunningham offers this program in the Sanctuary to benefit hurricane relief in Puerto Rico.
Ronnie describes how the concert came to be: I'd given some money for hurricane relief in Puerto Rico but
felt it wasn't enough. I'm a regular storyteller at Deb Koffman's studio in Housatonic on the first Tuesday of
every month, and also in the process of writing my memoirs. I read part of them for five minutes, the
allotted time, and as the reading was well received, I thought I could make something of it and give a
presentation in aid of hurricane relief in Puerto Rico.

Welcome New Members
Alison Ash
I love church music . . . singing, ringing and listening . . . and this was a strong
motivator for me in deciding to join this congregation. I also look for ways to
contemplate and deepen my faith during the week, and I look forward to
participating in activities, discussion groups and, most especially, the 8:00 a.m.
prayer service on Wednesday mornings. I was drawn to this congregation
because of all the opportunities to serve, participate and worship.
My husband Marshall and I lived in Chicago for 40 plus years. We purchased a
summer home in the Berkshires in 2010 and moved here full time in 2015, when
Marshall retired from his university teaching position in Chicago.
We have three sons, two in the Northeast and one in the Pacific Northwest, and
two teen-aged grandsons whom we enjoy very much.
Some of the things which are most important to me are gardening and creating space and habitat for birds
and other pollinators. I get particular pleasure from hosting a variety of nesting birds in our bird houses and
barn. I love open spaces and opportunities to walk in the Berkshire countryside.

Christine Smith

I am very grateful that my pilgrimage of faith has led me to the First
Congregational Church, UCC, Stockbridge. The Berkshires became my
home two years ago. My 12 year old son, Aidan, and I previously lived in
the Capital Region of New York. We moved here to be nearer to the
Russell family of Lee.
As with many people in their early 50’s, I have launched my personal and
professional life into ‘phase 2’. I worked as a family practice doctor for 20+
years. In 2010, I faced a series of catastrophic health issues. After several
surgeries and treatments, I suffered general neurological system failure. On
July 13, 2012, I was admitted to Hospice. After 6 weeks, I was taken off
Hospice to undergo a surgery. By the grace of God my system stabilized.

Recreating my life has often been difficult and frightening. Jesus Christ is ever present and is my guide.
God has bestowed upon me many blessings. I’m a full time student working toward an MSW. My son
lives with me part-time. Once again, I regularly swim and do yoga and Pilates. Last winter I even skied
downhill several times with my son.
I want to thank my neighbors, John and Anne McKinstry for guiding me to join this congregation. I look
forward to becoming a member of this community of faith.
Lynda and John Morse
We first met a jury duty in 2005. Contact with each other grew
more frequent over the ensuing years culminating in our
engagement in 2012 and marriage in 2013.
Life together began in Stockbridge where we continue to reside.
Being retired, both of us maintain frequent contact/visits with
family and friends and pursue our passion for the outdoors
particularly travelling and hiking. We are presently in the process
of completing the 90 miles of the Appalachian Trail within
Massachusetts.
Our worship here over the past five months has revealed to us a
warm, welcoming, vibrant and active church of which we look
forward to becoming members.

Drea Pecor - Bio coming soon.

Walk for Homelessness
Led by veteran Walk for the Homeless organizer par excellence, Casey Jones, at least 16 members of the
church family walked the course on Sunday, Oct 15. The walk from Butternut Ski area to the Fairgrounds
under sunny skies was led off by the thunderous drums of Berkshire Bacteria. Our troop included Pele, the
dog, Tris on a bicycle and Lilly Hassmer in a stroller. Walkers warm and hungry after the 4.2 mile walk,
enjoyed the generous variety of food under a tent at the Fairgrounds!
The church family has donated more than $5000 to the fundraiser for affordable housing in southern
Berkshire County. The total includes $1000 from Mission and Action funds, but most laudable is $2400
raised personally by Tristan Osgood. Tris raised most of the funds in small denominations from strangers at
the weekly Saturday Farmer's Market in Great Barrington. He had set a goal of raising $1000 but easily
topped that goal. Tris was honored by the board of Construct on Oct 18. He had some excellent tips for
approaching people to donate who would often came back to add more funds.

Summer Visitor Outreach Wraps Up
This summer we tried to take steps to extend the kind of extravagant welcome we offer on Sundays to those
who come during the week. There were a number of things we did:
•
•
•
•

Kept our “OPEN” sign out around the clock and turned on our lights in the Narthex to let people know we
expected them and that they are welcome.
Produced a new self-guided tour that both lets visitors know some of the things about us and our history
and helps them find things of interest.
Put a map up on the wall so people could let us know where they were coming from and a list for our
international visitors too!
Reorganized our prayer box and sermons in any easier way to find and use.

The good news is that PEOPLE CAME!
• People came from 39 states including every state east of the Mississippi except for the state of
Mississippi.
• People also came from many nations including: Belgium, Canada, England, France, Germany, Korea,
New Zealand and Russia.
• We needed to print more than 75 tour guides for those that had been taken (and we assume many people
put the one they used back.
• While we don’t have a count, many weeks Nancy had to print extra sermons to place in the Narthex as all
were taken.
We hope to continue this outreach to the people who come to the Berkshires in the summer. Please contact
the church office if you have any ideas to share or if you might want to be part of the Summer Welcoming
Team next year!

Church Art Show
There are eight paintings of diverse media on display on the J. E. Room Library shelves. The show is entitled
“Artful Hymns,” reflecting visual impressions and interpretations of the words and melodies of favorite
hymns.
Many thanks go out to our church artists for their wonderful contribution and sharing these spirited creative
gifts of art with us. These intergenerational artists are: Nicole Arrell, Bronwyn Dix, Morgan Dix, Karen
Lindstrom, Janice T. Lindstrom, John McKinstry, Olga Schwede, and Terry Wise. Enjoy the show!
Olga Schwede

Our Life in Pictures

Walk for Homelessness

Tris honored at Construct as a top fundraiser
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