Dear Sisters and Brothers,
All that build up, and it went by in the blink of an eye didn’t it? All the preparation for
Christmas - the presents, the meal, the cards, the decorations - and it was over just like
that!
In both the secular and liturgical calendars, I lament the brevity of Christmas. Trees
already dropping needles will come down soon. Festive lights that bring joy will soon
fade into the blackness of night. While the season of Easter following that festive day
lasts eight weeks, the season of Christmas lasts just one more Sunday. Then we are
thrust into Epiphany where we consider along with the Magi and others who Jesus is and
why he matters. While that is good, I lament the quickness with which we jump from
that silent, still night to its implications rather than lingering for a while in the company
of shepherd and angel, stable and star.
This past weekend as I sat in two concerts listening to music that had been lovingly prepared, my heart and
body slowed down and I craved to linger. Truth is that there is so many reasons to linger at Christmas.
Easter and Pentecost are joyous seasons of power with resurrection and spirit swirling – forces that compel
us forward. But there is something tangibly different about the amazing and crazy plan of God to save the
whole world through the fragility of a tiny baby born in a stable in a has been town. And while Matthew’s
Gospel has the holy family up and running for their lives as soon as the magi depart, we could all use the
time and perspective of simply staying, gazing and being. A powerful lesson I learned as a parent is that
when Jakey was tiny while there seemed to be much to do to care for him, the world actually slowed down
and my focus was singularly directed -it was a magical time. It is that kind of time we need now.
I am looking forward to some quiet time with family in the coming days. I plan to spend it slowing down,
working out, eating better, reading, playing, walking, connecting and more. I also plan to simply linger in
this moment of Christmas and soak it in. What does it mean that God sent love instead of an army, what
does it mean that the lowly shepherds were the first invited to the party, what does it mean that it was all
done in love, what does it mean that God is still involved in creation for the sake of goodness? And by all
that I don’t just care about how it plays out in a global or cosmic sense, but I also deeply care about what it
means for each of us in the living of our own lives.
In the days to come I will be lingering in Christmas to try and answer that question for myself. I hope that
you join me and those shepherds and angels simply lingering near stable and star.
Peace,
Brent

From the Organ Bench
As the Christmas comes and goes, the shepherds have visited, the Wisemen have come and gone, and we bask
in the warmth of family and friends; I never cease to be grateful for all the people who have given their time
and talents to make our holiday season of services so special. Many thanks to David Reed, Richard
Stanmeyer, and the members of the Rosamund Trio for the instrumental additions to our services. But the
greatest thanks go to the choir, who have rehearsed for weeks to make our holiday services the best they can
be. Thanks to all for their hard work and cooperation. See you in the New Year!!

From Our Pastoral Assistant
The happy pitter-patter of little feet can be heard throughout our church building on most Sundays. We are so
very fortunate to have these small wise ones among us. They often teach us about life and God. As we try to
do the same it is important to remember how they think and learn. Below is an excerpt from a presentation
done for the Massachusetts Conference this fall by Christian Education and Youth Ministry Consultant Debbie
Gline Allen.

What Children “Know”
✤ Between the ages of 2 and 6 or 7, the child’s subconscious centers of the brain are taking in
and storing everything they see and experience, unfiltered, so that 90-95% of the subconscious
choices they make as adults are based on what happened during those formative years of
childhood.
✤ Children learn best by doing and observing, so engaging them in worship and traditions/
rituals of the church community is best “taught” through participation.
✤ A child’s sense of wonder is open to the concepts of God and miracles, etc.
✤ Children love rituals and repetition (worship, seasons of the church year, etc.)
✤ Children learn best using all five senses (Communion, Baptism, art, architecture, music/
singing, etc.)
✤ Children understand that things have meaning such as serving others and sharing meals
together, as well as singing and praying in worship, etc.
✤ Children know when they are wanted and needed...and when they are not.
✤ Children acquire the “language” of worship and congregational life by listening to and
observing the adults around them, especially when they feel welcomed and engaged.
May God continue to bless our work with children at First Congregational Church of Stockbridge.
Peace, Pastor Patty Fox

Our Shared Life Together
HAPPY JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
(Please let someone on the Growth and Fellowship Committee know if we have not
included your birthday or listed it incorrectly.)
January 1
January 4
January 5
January 7
January 12
January 13
January 14
January 16
January 21

Lisa Nelson
Marjorie Fuller
John Morse
Jane McCormick
Anne Roy
Mary Jane Dunlop
Jeannene Booher
Jill Wheat
Nancy Wilcox
Alexis Kennedy

January 22
January 23
January 26
January 27
January 28
January 29
January 31

Pat Carlson
Daniel Knauss
Christine Smith
Ann Underwood
Willa Pohl
Kenneth LaBresh
Linda Colvin
Chuck Gillett
Vivian Wise
Cathy Clark

PLEASE REMEMBER THE FOLLOWING IN YOUR PRAYERS:
Gege Kingston, Barbara Bracknell, Lindsay Hermanski, Morgan Middlebrook, Karin Kyung PaineLim, Betsy Wheat, Ann Underwood, Madonna Meagher, Patty Strauch and her father, Betsey
McKearnan, and Jen Germain.

News From Boards And Committees
Christian Education
•
•
•
•

Last month Jeremy gave us an update on one of the two in-progress year long Bible studies, the Kerygma
study. In a future newsletter, Brent will offer his perspective on how the Disciples’ study is progressing.
A Confirmation Class will be forming in January, our first in a long while.
Meanwhile, during the month of January, Sunday School teachers will be using the Seasons of the Spirit
lesson plans in our ongoing search for a new curriculum.
The CE Board has four members to carry out its mission to nurture children and adults in faith
formation. We do have the very able help of Patty Fox, Brent, leaders of study groups, and the other
individuals and Boards who have generously assisted us. Nevertheless, our Board could use another
member (or two) to help us with the important work of Faith Formation for adults and children. If you
feel called to this, please talk to a member of the Connections Committee, Ron Hanft, Deb McMenamy, or
Jo Ann Levitt.

Service League
The 2017 Holly Fair was one of the most successful ever. We netted over $6600! Thanks to all of you who
contributed baked goods, donated to Grandma's Attic, knitted and sewed, helped with set-up and take-down,
and to all who came and shopped. Every cent we earned will be distributed in the church, the community, and
the world at large and will make a difference in many lives. Thanks for your support!

Mission and Action
Jólabókafló∂
Yule Book Flood (pronounced yo-la-bok-a-flot). It’s a holiday tradition in Iceland. Giving books to be read
on Christmas Eve.
On a website I came across:
“Imagine: It’s Christmas Eve, and you’ve got that jittery feeling of wanting to fast-forward to
Christmas morning, yet you’re too restless to fall asleep. Then—what’s this?—a family member hands
you a slender, rectangular wrapped parcel. It can’t be anything but a book, but why are you receiving
it the night before Christmas?

You unwrap it to discover which book a loved one has chosen specifically for you—because it was a
favorite they wanted to pass along, or simply because it made them think of you—and then comes the
best part of your night: You curl up in bed with some chocolate and/or a holiday drink and spend the
rest of the night reading until you doze off. Congratulations, you’ve just experienced Jólabókaflóð!”
With the urging of Vicky Cooper, the Mission and Action committee made promoting literacy a goal this
year. With every gift tag on the Christmas Giving Tree, we asked for a book to go along with it. I’d like to
think that the Icelandic tradition crossed the ocean to Stockbridge and Berkshire County and that every
person who received a book from us this Christmas was comforted by our selections.
The M&A committee would like to thank everyone who participated in the Giving Tree project. Your
generosity in helped gift recipients have a brighter holiday season.
The Green Team:
Mission and Action is going to take a break from charging forward trying to make our church green. We’ve
made strides in our Green Team but we’ve come up short as well.
We made strides in:
Moving toward better recycling of paper, plastic and metal
Joining Interfaith Power and Light
Lectures on Mountaintop Mining in West Virginia, Movies about Global Warming, and supporting a
student working on climate mitigation
But after reviewing the UCC web site about starting a Green Team (I’ve used some words verbatim from the
site), we came up short in:
Attracting church members with a passion for saving the environment.
Defining what God was calling us to do as a congregation
Making Creation Justice as part of our church’s DNA
Recycling efforts and branching out to local, national and international environmental injustices
One committee cannot sustain a movement toward our church becoming a “Care For Creation” kind of
church. Our small group in the sub-committee of M&A has used up its energy. Perhaps it takes rest and
reflection before the Green initiative can begin anew in our Stockbridge UCC church and we pray it’s in
God’s plan.
Respectfully Submitted,
Madonna Meagher,
Chair Mission & Action Committee

Events and Happenings
Church Art News
Plans are in view on creating an active art group to share our faith through the fine-art-process! Initially we
will meet at the church on Saturday, February 10th, 2018, from 2:00-4:00 pm. This date was changed
from January 13. We will decide on future dates at that time. Please bring your own supplies and ideas to
create and share art. Adult and children of mature age are welcome!
This will be an art support group with future church art shows and activities to follow. Sharing our faith
though art will be our goal.
Recent Church Art Shows such as God’s Creations, Window Paintings of the Gospels, In Memory Of….
and Artful Hymns have been enthusiastically shared in our church home. Should you have any wonderful
ideas or questions, please call Olga Schwede at 413-644-9846.

Worship and Pastoral Care in the Coming Weeks
While Pastor Brent is away for the next few weeks, we have arranged for worship leadership and pastoral
care. If you need to get a hold of Brent, please contact the Church Office and Nancy can assist you. Here is
the schedule for worship leadership and pastoral care while Brent is away:

Worship Leadership
December 31 – Rev. Patty Fox
January 7 – Rev. Dr. Rick Floyd
January 14 – Rev. Patty Fox
January 21 – Rev. Dr. Bill Hydon
January 28 – Pastor Brent returns to lead worship
A brief introduction to Rev. Dr. Hydon: Bill has worshipped with us a few
times recently and his son will be getting married here at the church this
spring. He is an ordained minister and a licensed clinical psychologist. After
graduating from Drew University School of Theology he pastored Methodist
churches for ten years, during which time he started clinical training. He was
first staff person hired by the Counseling Center in the Berkshires served as
Director of the Center (prior to John Messerschmitt). After coming to the
Berkshires, Bill completed a D.Min. in Clinical Pyschology at AndoverNewton Theological School. In the past ten years he has formed a group
called Wild Geese Coaching, which is engaged in “life coaching” for people
involved in various business and professional roles. He is a delightful person
and gifted leader.

Pastoral Care
Patty and Rick will be providing care during Brent’s time away.
Patty will be available from December 25–January 31 and then again from January 14–January 23. Her
phone number is 413-528-0365
Rick will be covering January 1-January 13. His phone number is 413-445-5704.
You may reach them directly. If you need assistance, please contact Nancy in the Church Office (298-3137)
during her scheduled time Monday-Thursday 9:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m.

Church Office and Building Closed
The Church Office and Building will be closed from December 25December 29. Staff will be away on vacation and there are no
scheduled committee meetings.
While there will be a couple of events taking place at the church
(including Wednesday yoga), in general we will be giving the building
a rest too!
We will spring back to life for worship on Sunday, December 31 and then be closed again on the New Year’s
Day holiday on January 1. Nancy will be back in the office on January 2.

The Christmas Fund
On Christmas Eve, we will participate in this annual UCC offering. Your gift assists retired pastors who need
help and last year our congregation gave over $2,000 for this important offering. If you are not going to be in
church on Christmas Eve, you may make your check out to the Christmas Fund and send it to the church
office. In my position as an annuitant visitor for the UCC Pension Boards, I have seen the work of this
offering really help some of the church’s faithful retire servants. From Rick Floyd.

Annual Budget Meeting – Sunday January 28
Immediately following worship, we will gather for our annual budget meeting to review the finances of last
year and to approve the budget for the coming year. Please plan to attend as we conduct this important
business of the church. If you have questions, please contact Treasurer, Chuck Gillett or Moderator, Deb
McMenamy.

Stewardship Update
During October and November, we invited you to imagine. We brought you together in small groups to think
about this church, to celebrate our current blessings, to examine our ministries, and to ask for your financial
support. Bronly Boyd wrote a letter challenging each of us to think seriously about the real needs we face and
the resources we need to effectively respond. The Rev. Dr. Nancy Taylor preached about what is at stake for
the church universal and for this local body of Christ. We asked you to pray and think about your financial
contributions and then to pledge to the ministries of the church.
We are deeply grateful for all of you. You took this process seriously. You responded generously. While we
are still awaiting some pledges, the preliminary information we have is promising. Through new gifts and
increases to existing gifts we are closing the gap toward funding vital ministries while being sustainable. We
set a very high goal and though it appears we will fall a little short of that goal, we are amazed at your
response. Thank you very much.
We will provide more detailed information in the materials for our Annual Budget Meeting, but in the
meantime, please accept our appreciation for the way you engaged and the way you responded.
The Stewardship Committee

BLESSINGS FOR THE NEW YEAR

