Dear Friends in Christ,

Mostly through blind luck or dumb chance. Never-the-less, during Lent this year, the Disciples Bible Study
group is encountering the Gospels.
What I find so wonderful about it, is that during this season where we are called to contemplate whether and
how we are following in the way of Jesus, that group is being introduced to him through four different
accounts. We sometimes get so used to talking about “The” way—singular, one, unique. And yet, our Bible
is content to provide for us four different stories of how people understood who Jesus was and the way he
was calling them into being. Part of the reasons the stories are different is that the four people who told them
were different, with different backgrounds, different gifts, different needs, and different hopes.
For me it brings up a couple of important and joyous parts of being church together. The first is that how we
see and understand Jesus is integrally tied to who we are and where we are on life’s journey. Jesus comes to
meet us in the places in our lives that require his presence. Sometimes I have found that to be in places
where my heart and life have been broken open and I have felt his presence and seen his way anew. Other
times it has been when joy has been breaking forth, there I have felt his presence multiplying it like he did
that water into wine. I also know that in moments where perhaps I have thought too highly of myself there I
have felt his presence holding my hand and bringing me back to a better place. Each of those encounters
have invited me to see him and his story in the Bible differently.
There is another beautiful aspect of this truth. That is that we each have something to add to the mosaic of
who Jesus is and the gifts that he offers. That as church, together, we have the chance to share stories and
meaning and through it all to help glimpse truths that we could not have seen on our own. That some of the
truths we need shared about Jesus can only be shared by those who have needed him the most. That
sometimes who we need to most listen to are what might seem like the most unlikely sources. We talk about
becoming the body of Christ as a church through coming together as one, and yet I also know that it is when
we share our understandings with one another that we come to a more full vision of the one we follow and
the nature of his way.
Lent is an important time of thinking and reflection about our individual lives and living. It is also a
profoundly communal time where together we hold hands and haltingly, lurchingly follow after Christ.
I pray blessings for you in this time. I also pray that you might take the chance to talk with one another—
both to share and to listen. Talk with each other about your faith, about how you understand what Jesus
offers, and about how this church is involved with all of that. The Disciples Bible Study groups are not just
talking about Jesus from a scholarly perspective this month in our studies, but also in a personal way. It is
good practice and life giving. I look forward to listening to you too!
Peace, Brent

From the Organ Bench
Ah, Lent! I love the music of Lent. The choir is going to be singing a lot of wonderful music this season, and
a highlight will be Sunday the 25th. The men of the choir will be singing the Sanctus from Schubert’s
German Mass in F, as well as a lovely prayer response written specifically for an all men’s ensemble.
On a separate note, we are also preparing for Easter. If you are interested in participating in the choir only on
Easter Sunday, please take me aside, or drop me an email. I can set you up with all the music you need. We
hope that you enjoy our musical Lenten journey.

Our Shared Life Together
HAPPY MARCH BIRTHDAYS
(Please let someone on the Growth Committee know if we have not
included your birthday or listed it incorrectly.)

March 2
March 6
March 8
March 11
March 13
March 14
March 19

Andrew Hall
Joyce Hovey
Joy Douglass
Stephanie Bradford
Don Paine
Maria Carr
Bruce Mandel
Russell Fadding
Steve Alsdorf
Ted Randolph

March 21
March 23
March 25
March 26
March 28
March 30
March 31

Doris Brochu
Angela Vuagniaux
Julie McCarthy
Gege Kingston
Thomas Randolph
Donna Jacobs
David Wampler
Noah Hassmer
Mary Jo Erickson

PLEASE REMEMBER THE FOLLOWING IN YOUR PRAYERS:
Barbara Kershner; Gail Dunlop, mother of Mary Jane Dunlop; Penney; Colin Cunningham,
son of Ronnie Cunningham; Gege Kingston; Lindsay Hermanski; Barbara Bracknell; Morgan
Middlebrook; Betsy Wheat; Ann Underwood; Madonna Meagher; Betsey McKearnan; and
Jen Germain.

Connections (New Member) Class
Saturday, March 24 – 9:00 am – 12:30 pm
Have you been visiting this church for a while and thinking about calling it
home? Then you are invited to come!
In this class we will have the chance to talk about the ways that this church and
the United Church of Christ fit into Christianity including both our bold and
progressive history as well as our open and hopeful vision for the future.
The class will include conversations with one another, Pastor Brent, and lay leaders. Our hope is that you will
learn more about each other, the church’s rich history, as well as the many programs, small groups,
opportunities for service, and other ministries that are available to you whether or not you decide to join. We
will close our time together with a light luncheon. Please RSVP to Nancy Wilcox (298-3137 or
nwilcox@stockbridgeucc.org) if you plan to attend. Childcare is available for those who might desire it
(please let us know that you would like childcare, so that we can arrange it). If you are unable to make the
time for the class, please let us know and we will provide another way for you to get the information.
In the Congregational tradition, joining a church is an event that takes places as part of worship and involves
the whole congregation. We are planning to take new members into the church on Sunday, April 22.

Discussion on Gun Violence to Continue
Following a thoughtful conversation at the Stockbridge Library on February 20th, the assembled group (Anne
& Joe Roy, Martha Floyd, Terry Wise, Karen Lindstrom, Sibylle Baier, Kris Raymond, Margo Davis and
Pastor Brent) decided to meet again to plan concrete steps for how to engage the issue within our congregation
and the larger community. Feel free to join us for the next meeting: Tuesday, March 6th from 5:30-7:00 p.m.
again at the Library.

Bathroom Updates Continue
In an effort both to improve the bathrooms and to prevent further pipe clogs, the Church Council voted to
move ahead with two new features for our bathrooms. Above each toilet, disposable rice paper seat covers
have been provided for those who desire to use them. They are flushable and will not interfere with the
plumbing. Also (and thanks to an anonymous donor who provided them) we are in the process of
installing high efficiency hand dryers in each bathroom. These will help prevent paper towel from being
discarded into the toilets (the main cause of our clogs), will provide a sanitary way of drying hands, and will
help care for the environment.

News From Boards And Committees
From the Moderator
The Building Next Door
In Stockbridge, the Old Town Hall has been on our mind for many years. The building has been a resource to
the Town, a presumed asset for the Church, a gateway to the Golf Club & a landmark on historic Main Street.
When the Building was vacated, finding a suitable reuse for the property became a quest, almost as elusive as
finding The Holy Grail. After considering many possibilities, The Norman Rockwell Museum has
approached the Church with a very appealing plan to build and operate an Educational Resource Center next
door. I am pleased and grateful that our Congregation has fully endorsed this plan and look forward to
working with the Museum as they continue toward this goal. Let’s give special thanks to Chuck Gillett,
Bronly Boyd, Chris Kennedy, Margaret Hornick and Pastor Brent Damrow as they negotiated with the
Museum to secure a Memorandum of Understanding that enabled the Church to partner with the Museum on
this quest. Stay tuned for updates....
Deb McMenamy, Church Moderator

Christian Education
A few items from Christian Ed:
•

Joining the latest craze, or perhaps the newest tradition, the Christian Education Board will host
Coffee Hour on April 8th this year. We will enlist the help of our two Sunday school classes to
make this happen.

•

The Lenten study Encounters is now underway and continues through the Sunday after Easter.
Each session features a new character or characters from the Bible, and all sessions stand alone.
Come to one or all; no preparation necessary.

•

The Teen Talent Show on February 2nd was well-attended and showcased quick wit, humor,
courage, lovely music and song, and, well, talent. Thanks to Pastor Patty for getting the Bless Up
regional youth group together with Alison Larkin’s Room for ImprovMent group for a great
evening.

•

The Sunday school classes continue to try out a few different curricula for our classes. The 3rd –
8th grade class is working with Seasons of the Spirit now through May.

Mission and Action
FIRST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH GROCERIES FOR PEOPLE’S PANTRY
At one of the recent Mission and Action meetings, there was a suggestion to give some statistics on how
much our church donated to the People’s Pantry located at the former St. James’ Church in Great Barrington.
Our committee counts all the grocery and money donations our congregation provides each first Sunday of
the month. I added up the donation sheets we give to the Pantry each month for 2017. Here are the
statistics:

Jan

Feb

Mar

April

Canned Soups

14

10

Canned Vegetables

38

18

4

2

1

May

1

June

July

Aug

10

26

2

1

3

8

Sept

Oct

Nov

Dec

total

1

12

5

12

92

2

5

7

4

17

108

1

3

1

5

5

21

Pasta
Sauce

3

Cereal

7

9

7

2

15

10

8

17

3

13

4

13

108

Canned Fish or
Meat

7

10

9

3

5

12

3

5

3

1

4

4

66

Rice

3

3

1

1

1

1

1

1

2

4

18

Peanut Butter

3

1

1

2

5

1

Pasta package
or canned

32

11

11

2

12

2

9

21

Canned Fruit
or Jam

2

6

2

1

5

1

3

Beans, dried or
canned

5

12

5

1

3

6

8

3

10

Misc. Food
Packages

24

38

17

4

25

17

23

42

11

Toiletries &
Household
Items

19

32

39

6

26

8

12

8

4

4

12

8

17

16

3

139

2

37

2

9

65

9

8

57

275

14

7

22

198

15

1144

We received the end of the year monetary summary from the treasurer of the People’s Pantry, it read: “It is
a pleasure to thank you for your donations of $3,255 in 2017…” The letter continued “I know you will find
it satisfying that your donation does more than just provide a weekly food supplement. It has the added
benefit of allowing people the opportunity to socialize and form friendships. There is an easy and
comfortable atmosphere among the shoppers as they use the pantry.”
Anyone of us who volunteer for our team knows that the above statement is true. The People’s Pantry
exceeds in respect for those who shop each week to supplement their food at home. Many of us recognize
the regular shoppers and there is lively conversation and a human caring connection. We talk about what
we could possibly cook with broccoli rabe or when Swiss chard is in season...recipes are offered by
shoppers and volunteers alike.
Our church volunteers at the Pantry every seven weeks. The commitment is minimal, 9:00 am - 1:00 pm.
It’s not tiring… when you arrive you stock the shelves with the recently donated items. Rosemary, who is
in charge, takes care of the paperwork and sign up sheets. Then each shopper is accompanied by one of us
and we mark down the amount of each item taken. Regular shoppers know the drill and will help new
volunteers. Clean up is also not taxing.
Jill Fleming is coordinating the volunteer schedule for The People’s Pantry. Here are the Thursday dates we
could use your help:
April 5, May 24, July 12, August 30, October 18 and December 13. We’d love you to be part of this
experience. Please contact Jill at jillbeanfleming@yahoo.com
The Mission of Helping Growth and Fellowship in their Coffee Hour time of need:
So how is it going after my long missive in the last church newsletter? I can report that:
1. The regular G & F members looked less stressed and it feels like a burden was being lifted from their
shoulders.
2. No one joined the bell choir :( but there is always an opportunity.
3. Everyone seemed to enjoy the coffee hour on both the bell choir Sunday and the Mission and Action
hosted Sunday.
4. The Church Council took a Sunday, as did the Service League, Growth & Fellowship (feeling
refreshed), Trustees and Deacons!
Christian Ed, Music Committee, Prayer Shawl Ministry, Choir, Youth all are searching for a date.
Then there is the hope that YOU will feel inspired to host a coffee hour. Do you have something to
celebrate? Perhaps you have family visiting, or a wedding or baptism or graduation? We will celebrate with
you and help you all the way. Bring a celebration cake and we’ll fill in the rest. If you’re new to the church
and don’t have best buddies yet… well, just sign up and add a couple of ? marks and Growth and
Fellowship will ensure you won’t fail, they’ll make it easy! It’s a promise! As I wrote last month, in my
humble opinion, coffee hour is where fellowship happens. It's extremely important to the life of our growing
church.
So beside that fabulous celebration cake, if you have a couple of buddies, KIS [sic] IT! Keep it simple:
Fruit or a fruit platter, vegetables and dip, chips/pita with hummus or guacamole, breakfast breads:
such as banana bread, blueberry bread, small muffins (or large ones cut in half or quarters), cider
donuts (Yum), cookies, brownies or anything just sweet enough to go with coffee or tea.

A FEW GOOD MEN...AND WOMEN:

March, April and then May. Springtime - lots of changes. At the church, we have a change of members on
our boards. The class of 2018 has done its duty to make way for the class of 2021! Mission & Action will be
saying “thanks for all you’ve done” to Betsey McKearnan, Jeannene Booher, Hal Brink, Jen Germain and
yours truly. We have strong members with Anne Hutchinson, Ivy Cote, Vicky Cooper and Jill Fleming
waiting for you - men and women - to join them.
There is no other board quite like Mission & Action. In many ways, it’s the conscience of the church - who
we support in the wider world - how we make a difference in lives all over the globe. With the exception of
the chair of any committee, M & A no exception, the commitment is minimal with monthly meetings for 1 or
1½ hours a month.
The Connections Committee tries to match committee members with their skills and interests. If you have an
interest in donating to charity, if you know people that do mission work in the world, we want you on this
committee. Please contact Ron Hanft, Deb McMenamy or Jo Ann Levitt and let your interest known. You’ll
help them enormously.
Respectfully Submitted,
Madonna Meagher, Chair Mission & Action Committee
Deacons
LOVERS AND FOOLS: Our Lenten Journey from Ash Wednesday to Easter
Our Lenten journey begins on Ash Wednesday, which is also Valentine’s Day this
year; and it culminates on Easter Sunday, which is also April Fool’s Day this year.
What an odd and, well, comical juxtaposition! And so the United Church of Christ’s
Lenten daily devotional booklet this year is called “Lovers and Fools.” Hope you
were able to pick up a copy in the narthex.
Our Ash Wednesday evening service engaged us in lovely and contemplative
worship, full of quiet candlelight, prayer, song, communion, repentance, and ashes.
We began and ended with God’s great love song: “For God so loved the world that
He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but
have everlasting life. For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world
through Him might be saved.” (John 3:16-17). We wrote our personal confessions on flash paper and burned
them, releasing them into the loving care of God that their hold over us might likewise be released. Then we
marked ourselves with ashes, remembering who we are and to whom we belong. After sharing Christ’s bread
and cup, we departed in silence and gratitude. If you missed this important service this year, we hope you will
join us next year.

So now the solemn preparation of Lent begins, traditionally with prayer, almsgiving and fasting. Pope Francis
gives us some new ways to fast:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Fast from hurting words and say kind words.
Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude.
Fast from anger and be filled with patience.
Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope.
Fast from worries and have trust in God.
Fast from complaints and contemplate simplicity.
Fast from pressures and be prayerful.
Fast from bitterness and fill your hearts with joy.
Fast from selfishness and be compassionate to others.
Fast from grudges and be reconciled.
Fast from words and be silent so you can listen.

And a posting on Facebook suggests that for each day of Lent, remove one item from your closet that you
no longer wear or need and put it into a large bag. At the end of the forty days, donate these 40 items to a
place that can share them with someone who can really use them.
Then we invite you to worship on Maundy Thursday (March 29) and Good Friday (March 30). Details
TBA!
And on Easter Sunday (April 1), join us for festival worship at 10:00 a.m. to be, along with Paul, a fool for
Christ. “The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being
saved it is the power of God… God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what
is weak in the world to shame the strong.” (I Corinthians 1:18, 27). We worship a God in love with
weakness, following a foolish savior to the cross and beyond, celebrating the power that defies death.
Submitted by Cindy Brown, deacon (who shamelessly borrowed much from Brent Damrow, the UCC
Lenten booklet, Facebook, Pope Francis, and – oh yes – the Bible)
Connections Committee
Have you been wondering what the different Boards and committees do? Have you had fleeting thoughts
about joining a committee or stepping from one Board to another? This is a great time to follow through on
your thoughts and inclinations. Ron Hanft, Deb McMenamy and Jo Ann Levitt are members of the
Connections Committee--whose task, surprisingly enough--is to help you make connections. learn about
the work of Boards and committees, and then help fulfill positions so the work of the church continues
uninterrupted. Feel free to catch up with any of us after Sunday worship, or send us an email so we know
you have a desire to make that "Connection"!
Emails: Ron: rphanft@yahoo.com
Deb: debmcmenam@gmail.com
Jo Ann: 4jlevity@gmail.com
Please stay tuned for a special summary of Board tasks and responsibilities coming out in March.

Events and Happenings
SMILE AND SUPPORT THE CHURCH! What is AmazonSmile?
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support our Church every time you shop, at no cost
to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low prices, selection and
convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion
of the purchase price to your favorite charitable organization. The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate
0.5% of the purchase price from eligible AmazonSmile purchases.
On your first visit to AmazonSmile smile.amazon.com, you need to select First Congregational Church,
Stockbridge (make sure to type these words as there are many First Congregational Churches) to receive
donations from purchases before you begin shopping. Amazon will remember your selection, and then
every eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation. Just make sure at the top
it says “Supporting: First Congregational Church”.

Lenten Study Continues
Fresh off a very interesting and successful launch of the study (looking at Adam and Eve), this series
continues in March. The goal is to introduce you in more depth to the characters of the Bible who
interacted with Jesus and who we are meeting during the sermon in worship. They begin at 11:30 and end
at 12:15. You are invited to bring snacks from Coffee Hour. No preparation is needed and you can come
to one or all. The schedule for March includes:
March 4
March 11
March 18
March 25
April 8

The daughter of Jairus and the Hemorrhaging Woman (Mark 5)
The Pharisees, Scribes and Saducees
Simon the Leper and Mary the Annointer
Pontius Pilate
Judas Escariot

Our Life in Pictures

Our Vision Implementation Group:
Joyce Hovey, Jo Ann Levitt, Martha Talis-Floyd, and Nick Pohl

Following the work of the Vision Working Group and the vote to affirm our Vision: Transformed and
Transforming, a new Task Force has taken over the work of engaging the congregation around its
implementation. Together these four people have worked with Pastor Brent to consider the document and
to decide where to first engage.
We are officially in Stage Two of that process. As members of the new committee, Martha Floyd, Joyce
Hovey, Nick Pohl and I are turning over a variety of questions and concerns, charting a course that will
prioritize the three main initiatives and bring them into fruition in good order. Right now we’re looking at
ways to activate the third concern, “Responding to Spirit”—finding practical tools and venues for
deepening our Christian relationships.
We plan to communicate monthly with the Council at their scheduled meetings and with the congregation
through the newsletter. We welcome your thoughts and input. If you have specific ideas or would like to
be involved in the committee delving into this topic during the next few months, kindly contact Jo Ann
Levitt, Chair of the Vision Implementation Group, (c/o 4jlevity@gmail.com).

