Dear Friends in Christ,
Each Sunday in worship, in the safe space of sanctuary, we learn and follow a way of living that is holy and
life-giving and often seriously countercultural. Together, we, like the generations who have come before us,
open our hearts to the love of God, and in so doing, submit ourselves to a power and purpose greater than our
own. We open our lives, sharing with friend and stranger the gift of peace, the gift of sharing our joys and
burdens, and the gift of company as we live into the costs and joys of discipleship in this time and this place.
We do not always get it right and we sometimes stumble in our welcome, but there is joy in seeing growth,
engagement, and vitality. Hope is stoked as we are now offering more Sunday School sections to meet the
diverse and growing needs of our children. Connection is found as adults are taking classes and joining
small groups to deepen their connection to God and neighbor. We are heeding the prophets’ call by
engaging the world as we take to the streets to march and to the kitchen to feed. Friendships are being forged
through fellowship, our building is being lovingly cared for and patiently restored, and music is engaging all
ages of our church in making joyful noises. The ministries and the programs of this church are on the move!
The age-old question of how each of us can contribute to the life of this church is once again before us as we
engage in the prayerful act of Stewardship this month. I am deeply grateful for your generosity of heart,
talent and time. Your energy, effort, creativity and commitment are major parts of why we are a vital and
growing body of Christ. During stewardship, there is an added focus on the sharing of our financial
resources. Our theme “What shall we bring?” echoes the question of countless others who have gone before
us. They answered that question in their time, leaving us with this amazing place to call home. Only we can
answer that question for our time.
The path to an answer for each of us requires looking inward and looking outward. We look inward, to pray
and to contemplate the blessings and resources we have been given, how much of that we need to keep for
ourselves, and how much we can joyfully give back. Inward, to contemplate how this place has been
important in each of our lives and to imagine how it might be for someone else. We look inward to consider
how this place and this family plays a role in our lives and how we support it with our resources as we do
many other things we enjoy.
We look outward, to prayerfully consider the needs of the ministries of this church. We look outward, to
contemplate this moment in our history and our responsibility in building a community and shaping hearts
and lives based on the ethic of love, confession, forgiveness, reconciliation, truth, and mutuality. We look
outward, as we think about this place as a beacon of hope to all who pass by, as a gathering place for the joys
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and sorrows of life, and as a testament to God who created us to be good or the sake of goodness. We are at a
critical juncture in our life together where the future is bright Yet, to support our growing formation
activities, to embolden our service, to welcome the growing number of people who come through our doors,
enliven our music and strengthen our facilities, we need resources. We need them to staff our programs and
support our staff. We need them to make sure we are drawing upon our endowment in ways that ensure it
remains to support future generations. We need them to live into the Vision that we have collectively
discerned and are beginning to follow.
In the coming month, we will share letters and stories, I will preach about it and we will sing about it. I need
you to pray about it and take it seriously, for we are at a critical crossroads of possibility, and how we
respond now will impact who we are tomorrow. Know that I too will be praying about it and if I can help
you in any way to enter faithfully into this question, know that I stand ready to do so. Blessings to you and to
our shared journey. “What shall we bring?”
Brent

From Our Pastoral Assistant
Sunday School Teachers Retreat to the Woods
It has been suggested that kids who fall between the ages of 7 through 12 years are intentional, if not
downright picky, about the people they are willing to take cues from regarding their faith. It’s easy to see
that this could be true for pre-teens. At this point in their lives, they have, after all, become so much wiser.
Given this fact, we are so very fortunate that the kids in our congregation, both young and older, have role
models here that care deeply about faith development.
Our Sunday School teachers work hard at providing quality content in the class room, and they dedicate time
and energy to engaging with our children with genuine love and compassion. To both honor them and equip
them, we held an overnight retreat for teachers at Camp Hi-Rock at the beginning of September.
It was a time set aside to do the mundane work of scheduling and reviewing Sunday School guidelines, but it
was also a time to connect and strengthen our covenant with one another as teachers. We spent time singing
around a campfire, roasting marshmallows, and thinking about faith together. We also considered
compassionate approaches to managing difficult behavior in the classroom, and ways of understanding
childhood development. By spending time together, away from the hustle and bustle of our lives, we learned
a little bit about each other, and how we work together as a team, what our strengths are and where we might
need to grow. It was a true blessing to be with these fine folks, and I am thankful for their ministry among
us!
Peace,
Pastor Patty

Our Shared Life Together
PLEASE REMEMBER THE FOLLOWING IN YOUR PRAYERS:
Anne McKinstry; Jean Damrow; Philip Connor; Mishel Kulibaba Epstein; Cary Quigley; Gail Dunlop,
mother of Mary Jane Dunlop; Penney; Colin Cunningham, son of Ronnie Cunningham; Gege Kingston;
Barbara Bracknell; Morgan Middlebrook; Betsy Wheat; Ann Underwood; Madonna Meagher; Betsey
McKearnan; and Jen Germain.
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HAPPY OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
(Please let someone on the Growth
Committee know if we have not
included your birthday or listed it
incorrectly.)

October 2
October 3
October 4
October 5
October 6
October 11

Michael Lynch
Madonna Meagher
Casey Brown
Ella Formel
Nellie Rustick
Betsy Wise

October 13
October 18
October 19
October 23
October 27
October 31

John Tracy
John Slocombe
Tristan Osgood
Starbuck Smith
Sarah Boyd
Anna Smith

Turning Meals into Worship:
Berkshire South Community Center

“Behold how good it is for brethren to join together in unity.” That biblical phrase best sums up a food
service ministry initiated this past August through the leadership of the Vision Implementation Group.
Four members delivered a beautiful meal to Berkshire South Community Center for their Monday evening
Open Meal on August 13th. It was a warm and hazy day, uncertain whether it would rain or shine, but
Christine Smith, Nick Pohl, Jo Ann Levitt and Jackson Gladu were definitely in “shining mode” delivering
that wondrous meal.
Here are some observations in preparing for that event:
Jo Ann: I cannot tell you how lit up I was to see our team gather at 1 p.m. at the church on Monday
afternoon to organize, prepare and cook. Everywhere I turned, we were working together like clockwork. I
loved the precision with which Nick Pohl cut the hundreds of sweet potato fries. It was fun to watch Chef
Jackson with his cherubic smile, standard-issue black jacket, and baseball cap pull together his “secret”
meat loaf marinade. (Don’t tell anyone, but the chief ingredients are ketchup, mustard, garlic,
Worcestershire sauce, brown sugar and lemon juice!) It was amazing to see twenty-five pounds of meat
molded into loaves and tucked into our ovens. Naturally, the meat loaf was superb.
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Nick: I’ve been familiar with Berkshire South from prior events and helped to get this whole idea on the
“map” (and on their calendar, which covers every Monday evening year-round). Meeting with our small
group to prepare the meal together at the church felt like a spiritual event for me. I’ve been part of preparing
food and delivering it for other events but this was different. I got to know people in a whole new context
and it was very moving—learning that Jackson would soon be leaving Canyon Ranch because his wife was
expecting their first child, and, at the other end of the spectrum that Christine had actually helped midwife
the birth of many babies. That kind of fellowship is rare and very different from the more formal context we
share within the church. Once we had landed at Berkshire South by 4 p.m. there was a rush to get the food
heated, plated and served. Here is how we experienced the event.
Christine: It was a lot of fun for me, and part of the fun may have been the challenge we faced, particularly
in such a small and cramped kitchen at Berkshire South. As soon as we arrived there, I immediately turned
on the oven, but I had no idea how slow their ovens were. It took so long to bake the sweet potato fries that
we had to dole them out in tiny quantities as soon as we began serving. Then when Jackson brought in
massive loaves of meat loaf he had baked at the church, you could hear the “Oohs” and “Aahs” all around
the kitchen from the Berkshire South team. Our church added immeasurably to their teamwork, and it was
amazing how quickly we stepped right up to dish out the food.
Jo Ann: It was also amazing, when I arrived at Berkshire South with Jackson, to find Christine elbow deep
in salad, mixing in dressing and adding the Feta cheese. I had to laugh at her energy and enterprise!
Although Berkshire South has a good working team in place to serve food and wash dishes, I couldn’t help
noticing their pleasure and surprise when we arrived with our bowls and boxes of food. I was glad Jackson
was able to take some meat loaf home to his wife, but poor Christine (who had set food aside five times to
take to her boyfriend) found that people kept returning to the kitchen for more servings because folks
continued to arrive, so she added that food back in. Still, she was happy to surrender her stash for a good
cause. All in all, we served more than 100 people, who enjoyed a lovely meal. Not long after they announced
that we were from First Congregational Church in Stockbridge, we were met with cheers and applause (and a
special invitation to return whenever we could arrange it.)

We are planning to return for meal service in January. If you are interested in shopping, prepping food,
cooking, or helping to serve, we’d be delighted to have you join our team. Kindly contact Jo Ann Levitt, c/o
413-298-7023 or 4jlevity@gmail.com

News From Boards And Committees
Deacons
One thing that the deacons are mindful of, which you may or may not pay attention to, is candle lighting. Not
only do we monitor the supplies and condition of candles to be used in worship, we also think about the
liturgical meaning of candle light.
The lighting and extinguishing of the candles on the communion table mark the beginning and end of
worship. First there is music while we arrive and get seated, and sometimes greet our neighbor. But as the
gathering music ends and before the introit or other welcoming gesture, a deacon will come forward and
light the candles on the communion table. Those will remain lit until the benediction is spoken, and then a
deacon will snuff out the flames. The Postlude is just that: Post-worship.
Devotional candle stations are set up each Sunday at the front and back of the sanctuary to allow any of us to
silently express our personal prayers. For those who feel shy or private about speaking out with joys and
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concerns in the service, it provides a way of being intentional about offering prayers to God. This candle
lighting tradition was begun as an experiment during Lent almost 2 years ago, and proved so popular that we
have continued providing the devotional candle stations. A few people have been concerned that it seems
“too Catholic.” However, according to the BBC, “The use of candles is shared by most religions. They
signify light in periods of darkness, and life overcoming death. From Diwali to Hanukkah, societies the
world over use candles to represent the way to goodness. Candles remain amongst the most potent symbols
of peace in our time.” Whether the room is light or dark, a candle flame represents the God-given life
within each of us and among us.
Terry Wise, for the Deacons

Mission and Action
Food and monetary donations are collected the first Sunday of each month (Communion Sunday). All nonperishable foods and toiletries are accepted. Foods that are always in short supply are cereals (hot and cold),
pasta sauce (canned is usually a good value), and canned fruit. The clients of the Pantry have very much
appreciated the vegetables from our garden. Thank you to all of our gardeners!
If you would like to volunteer at the Pantry in Great Barrington on Oct. 18 or Dec. 13, contact Jill Fleming.
The Pantry provides food for more than 100 people each week.
Anne Hutchinson for the Board of Mission and Action
Christian Education

September was a busy month for us. The Sunday School Teachers held a retreat at Camp Hi Rock where we
kayaked, sang around the campfire, roasted marshmallows, and made big plans for the coming year. On
Sept.16, we had good turnout, with three classes of kids, besides the nursery. We have some new teachers,
some new kids, some new curricula, and lots of returning faces. And two adult studies are underway,
examining Ephesians and the Song of Songs.
Of course, everyone is wondering who won the watermelon seed spitting contest on Rally Day. Steve
Hassmer, returning champion, won the Big Wind Award at 23’, 2 1/2”. But there were numerous winners in
the style category, including Khalil, Hannah, Anne H, Andrew, Ronnie, Jack, Conor, Steve A, Kara, Parker,
Willa, Alessandra, Ted, and Diane.
While we are overjoyed with the influx of kids into the CE program, it means that we could use help in the
classrooms. Can’t crawl around on the nursery floor anymore? We still need you to be an extra pair of hands
and eyes in the older classrooms, assisting the teachers. Please consider volunteering to work with our
smallest church family members; it is so rewarding.
Diane Piraino, for Christian Education
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Service League
Now that the Summer Fair is behind us (thank you for all your support), we are of course focused on the
upcoming Holly Fair, which falls early this year - on December 1st, to be exact. We all know how time flies
once the summer ends, so it's not too soon to mark your calendars for that date, 10 - 2 in the JE Room.
Meanwhile, we're cleaning out storage in the Classroom as part of a church-wide project to make that space
more welcoming for the many groups that use it. That means we're getting rid of things, including some
excess sewing and crafting supplies. If you, or anyone you know, could use them for projects, drop by on a
Monday morning or ask any one of the Service League members. On offer: Buttons, lace, thread, fasteners,
embroidery floss, and more!
Margaret Hornick, for Service League

Trustees
Your Church Trustees met on August 21st and discussed the following:
-Welcomed Steve Bankert to our Trustees’ Board.
-Joe Nicolosi has put together a packet of Guidelines for "Maintenance and Seasonal Tasks for UCC
Stockbridge Church and Manse". Much of this information was handed over from Bronly Boyd’s years of
Service on Trustees. Joe meshed that information with what he has compiled himself these past few years
and intends to keep this living document current.
-Ken LaBresh has kindly stepped into the Chair for this Fall;s Stewardship Appeal.
-We are pricing out a shade for the JE window by the grand piano. Keeping the sun off this instrument is
imperative for its well being.
-An AV specialist will be coming soon to inspect our current system and will offer suggestions for any
improvements.
-Lenox Glass & Door came and tweaked the closures on the swinging doors leading from the JE room
into the Sanctuary.
-Researching the electrical circuit issues in the kitchen, which seem to need upgrading.
-Researching the kitchen stove issues.

-Researching the ownership of the Main Sign at the Church's entrance to inquire about its desperate need
for cleaning.
-Discussed the water pressure issues in our restrooms causing some valve failures.
We will have our next meeting on September 18, 2018 at 7:00pm
Anne. M. Roy, Chair of the Trustees
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Music Committee
Happy October from the Board of Music!! It has been a while since our last update, so we want to catch
everyone up on what the Board of Music has been working on. At the annual meeting, the board came up
with the following goals for the year:
1. Focus on Adult Choir recruitment with the goal of increasing participation;
2. Continue Music on Main with the goal of advanced season planning and advertisement
3. Continue to tailor music, to the congregation and community, based on choir surveys/other feedback
using all music resources at our disposal including adult and children’s choirs, bell choirs, soloists, etc.
To help us reach these goals, we ask for your help! If you are interested in choir or know someone you
think may be a good addition to the choir, let us know (it’s okay to be a tattle-tale this time!!). If you have
ideas for musical guests for our Music on Main series, please share! Finally, if you have feedback to give
on the music during the service, please fill out a Music Survey, or contact/speak with any one of the
members on the Board of Music: Cathy Schane-Lydon, Steve Hassmer, Jack Brown, Margaret Hornick,
Jill Wheat, or Joan Kopperl.
Steve Hassmer, for the Music Committee

Events and Happenings
Stewardship 2018
Now that fall is in the air, we resume our regular worship and an expanded Sunday school is back in
session. It is a good opportunity to reflect on what the church community means to us. For me, it is an
awakening of faith, and, with that a profound sense of gratitude. I joined the church relatively recently,
participated in a year-long Bible study, and have made many new friends. I genuinely enjoy coming to
church each week, something that I have not experienced in a very long time.
As we look forward to this very full year of activities and opportunities, it is also a time to remember the
need for our support of the work of the church, here and in our community. The reality is, our good works
need financial support for them to happen. If we all pledge what we can, I am confident that our church
will remain vital, supporting the church community and the larger community that we live in. We will
continue to worship in this very special, historic building dating back to 1824. As you might imagine, our
historic structure needs work to stay functional and to support the life of our church. We hope to have our
refurbished, original windows back in place by the time we conclude our pledges. You should know that
this work has been funded by grants rather than from our operating budget. We will continue to seek such
funding when appropriate to insure the continued longevity of the building, as our pledges help to support
the continued longevity of our faith.
In the coming month, the Stewardship Committee will be sharing stories and perspectives from others
about this process and the future of this church. We hope that you will be inspired by their stories and
through worship. We also need you to think about your stories, your inspiration, and your experience here
at the church and then pray about how you can be part.
If you have any questions, please find me so we can talk.
Sincerely,
Ken LaBresh, Chair for the Stewardship Committee
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Membership in the United Church of Christ is an important part of our life together. We see it as a covenant
that joins us together as one body. As part of the reception of new members, promises are made by those
joining, and promises of support, love and fellowship are made in turn to those joining by the congregation.
Church membership is based in relationship and commitment. It is a forward-looking promise to walk
together, support one another, this local church, and the larger church, and grow together in faith and love.
Being a member brings both responsibilities and gifts – it is a public declaration of togetherness.
We are blessed to be growing as a church and many of our new members come from different traditions and
backgrounds. As a result, we hold a Connections Class where we get to know one another, explore what
membership is (and what it isn’t), share the history of this church and our denomination, and decide whether
membership is right for you or not. We are planning to welcome new members to the church on November
18. As a result, we are scheduling a class:

Saturday, October 20
9:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m.
(finishing with a light lunch from Berkshire Mountain Bakery).

There is no obligation to join by attending, and we will offer childcare if requested. If you would like to
join, but cannot attend the class, please contact Brent as soon as possible.

Church Art News
Church Member Artists Cindy Brown, John McKinstry, Olga Schwede, and Terry Wise
are participating in our Fall Art Show in the J. E. Room. Enjoy the show on “Angels.”
The show is in coordination with the Dec. 9 Stockbridge Festival Chorus Concert on
the theme of Angels.

Habitat for Humanity Work Group—Let's build it together!
Save the date, Saturday, October 20, 8-3.
Central Berkshire Habitat for Humanity Work Day.
Our church has signed on to help build the newest Habitat home in Dalton. We
are seeking volunteers to either work at the site or to prepare lunch for our
workers. Childcare will be available if needed. Please sign up in JE Room. For
questions or details, please see or call Martha Floyd, 445-5704.
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Liturgy Orientation Opportunity Offered, October 17, 5:30 – 7:00 p.m.
You know you envy those fortunate people who get to read the Scripture lessons on Sunday
mornings, you know you do. Well, envy no more, because you’re invited to a liturgy orientation session to
become a member of the Deacon “Auxiliary”!
In Greek, the word “liturgy” means “work of the people,” and we want to offer all the people of the
church an opportunity to participate in this lovely work. And worship is better and more full when many
voices are heard.
What would I be signing up for, you ask? After attending the training session, you would decide if
this is for you. If it is, then you would control when and how often you wanted to participate. Most people
choose 1-2 times a year, and some enjoy participating more often. This is also a good refresher for past and
present deacons.
This wonderful opportunity, led by our pastor Brent Damrow, will take place on Wednesday, October
17, 5:30-7:00 pm, in the sanctuary. Child care will be available upon request.
Please let deacon chair Cindy Brown know if you plan to attend (cindytoddbrown@gmail.com, 413298-5365). Can’t wait to see you there!
Cindy Brown

Halloween is coming, which means ghoulies and goblins to collect
your change to help children around the world. On Sunday, October
28, the children will dress in their costumes in their Sunday School
classrooms and join the last part of the service. They will Trick-orTreat for UNICEF during fellowship in the JE Room. The children
will primarily stay in the library area so that you can find them.
On Sunday, November 4, the boxes and their contents will be dedicated during the All Saint's Day Service.
Mark your calendar . Bring your UNICEF donations on Oct 28!
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Our Life in Pictures
Sunday School Retreat
September 7-8, 2018

Walk This Way
September 23, 2018
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