A Time of Transition—Nancy Wilcox, after more than thirty years of loving, devoted and

excellent service, is retiring to pursue new adventures. On Friday, October 19, we gathered to celebrate her.
Deb McMenamy hosted the event featuring dinner from the Service League, a stunning cake baked by Jane
McCormick, tributes (spoken and sung) offered by many, and a sending blessing. We thank Nancy and wish
her all the best in the years to come. Below is a note from her:
To My First Congregational Church Family,
As you know, this is my last newsletter. I would like to sincerely thank
you for the wonderful working relationship we've had over the last 30
years – 30 happy years. The Church has been a fantastic place to
work. I am looking forward to my retirement, but I will miss all of
you. I do plan on relaxing, enjoying myself, trying new things, maybe
even a nap without feeling guilty, and taking time for me.
Thank you for the memorable retirement party and your generous
gift. Your thoughtfulness and kindness are truly appreciated. It was a
very emotional evening but so much fun, and, I was overwhelmed by
your love and support. I loved every song, every story, every visit I had
with all of you.
I’ve had plenty of good times and a lot of good memories during my
career and I cherish them all. I appreciate everyone’s help through the
years. Special thanks to all my helpers whether it was weekly help or
help with reports, holiday bulletins, or special projects with special
parties. Without you I could not have done my job. You know who you
are. Many special thanks to the Riverbrook Ladies for many, many years
of help. I certainly appreciate it. I hope you will be as supportive of the
new Administrator as you have been of me.
When I write my annual Christmas letter each year, I always like to include a saying or quote I’ve seen
at some point during the year. One of my favorites is: “It’s nice to be important but more important to
be nice.” With love and fondness,
Nancy

Welcoming Will Garrison
After a search resulting in nearly 40 applicants, and following unanimous votes by the Search Committee
and Church Council, we are delighted to announce that Will Garrison will be starting as our Church
Administrator in the near future. This new title reflects changes in the position to include leadership roles in
building/project management, web-site implementation, and communication. Will comes to us from his
current role as Executive Director of Arrowhead and is deeply involved in his church (South Congregational
Church, Pittsfield). Given the deadline of the newsletter, we will be providing more information to the
congregation through other means shortly. Thank you and please help us to welcome Will to the family!
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Dear Sisters and Brothers,

Traditionally, Thanksgiving has been a time to thank God for the many blessings of life. Emerging in the
agrarian culture of the colonies, it was a powerful day at the critical moment of harvest. Existence was
fragile and the harvest meant the difference between life and death in the winter that was about to come. As
the hymn Come, Ye Thankful People, Come puts it:
Come, ye thankful people, come, raise the song of harvest home:
All is safely gathered in, ere the winter storms begin;
God, our Maker, doth provide for our wants to be supplied;
Come to God’s own temple, come, raise the glorious harvest home.
Today, most of us are less intimately involved in the
cultivation of our food and, given new models of food
distribution, have broad access to fresh food even in the
depths of winter. And yet, I think that the colder weather
and shorter days still pose great challenges in different
ways. We become tempted to draw inwards and
challenges with transportation and weather make social
isolation a reality for many. Thanksgiving provides the
critical moment for us to turn outward in thanks to God
for our many blessings and toward each other in
relationship.
In the coming month, I invite you to join me in contemplating our many blessings. When Jesus taught his
disciples to pray, he shared the wisdom of beginning those sacred moments in gratitude. On Wednesday
mornings when we gather for quiet shared prayer, we likewise almost always start with prayers of joy and
thanksgiving. It both grounds us in truth and shapes our heart and subsequent prayers in life-giving ways.
Imagine how starting each day for the next month in a space of contemplation and thanksgiving might shape
how we live.

This year, there is also a tangible way to gather in Thanksgiving.
We will host an ecumenical worship service on Thanksgiving at 10:30 a.m. Transcending boundaries of
denomination and tradition, we turn toward the source of our blessings and toward one another in
relationship. It is a simple, child-friendly, uplifting, and deeply moving kind of worship. With the light
shining in, we begin Thanksgiving in the house of the one we give thanks to. I can attest that being part of
worship fundamentally changes how I see and experience the rest of the day.
This year, though, something else is happening. Following worship, we will gather as a family in the JE
Room for a traditional Thanksgiving meal. Led by the Church Council, we will provide the turkey and invite
others to participate in a pot-luck. If you can bring something, great—if not just bring yourself.
This is also a great place to invite others to join in fellowship. Invite friends, think about those who might be
in need of company, think about those who could use a little joy and bring them along. I give thanks that this
is a place that thinks of others and that makes our faith and our belief come alive in the choices we make
about how to spend our days.
There is a sign-up sheet in the JE Room so that we might get an idea of how many might come, but whether
you sign-up or not—COME! If you have any questions, just give me a call,
I give thanks for so many things and especially for you!
Brent
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From Our Pastoral Assistant
Puerto Rican Recovery Effort
During the month of September 2017, Hurricanes Irma and Maria delivered devastating blows to Puerto
Rico, resulting in one of the largest and most complex disaster response and recovery efforts in U.S.
history. Hurricane Irma skirted the northern coast of the island from September 6-7, 2017 as a Category 5
storm, causing significant flooding, regional power and water outages, and other impacts to the island’s
infrastructure. Exactly thirteen days later, and before Irma’s response operations concluded, Hurricane
Maria slammed into Puerto Rico making a direct strike as a strong Category 4 storm causing widespread
devastation and destruction.
UCC Disaster Response Mission Trip Groups are participating with the Iglesia Evangelica Unida de
Puerto Rico (IEUPR) in partnership with UCC National Disaster Ministries and Volunteer Ministries in
the ongoing Puerto Rican recovery effort.

“The people of Puerto Rico are strong,” says The Rev. Edward Rivera Santiago, Pastor of Iglesia
Evangelica Unida. “We are working hard together to overcome the devastation and rebuild our home, but
there are so many needs. That is why groups of volunteers coming from our sister United Church of
Christ are such a blessing. Together, we can make a difference in helping to raise up our country. There
are still hundreds of thousands of homes that need to be repaired. They are waiting for you.”
If there is sufficient interest on the part of the congregation, the First Congregational Church, UCC
Stockbridge, may put together a group to go to PR and help with recovery efforts. The estimated cost is
$500 per person which includes flight, a portion of the car rental, food purchases for the week, and a
donation of $100 per person to cover lodging costs. The work is primarily repairing private homes in the
Humacao area. Generally, volunteers work in groups of three to four. It is ideal if one person in four is
knowledgeable in home repair, or able to oversee a work team. Participants must be sixteen years or
older.
Each person completes a skill sheet and group members’ skill levels are matched with a project list. The
work entails repairing cement roofs, interior ceilings and walls, installing windows and doors, as well as
painting. Roof detail is very dirty, very hard, and very hot work. Volunteers remove old sealant with a
pressure washer, rake and shovel and sweep the area further. Then, when it dries, fill holes, putting on
primer and new sealant.
According to Disaster Ministries, “There is a job you can do: Yes, YOU.” The question, we must ask as a
congregation, is will we volunteer to work and be with the people of Puerto Rico? If you are interested in
pursuing this ministry opportunity, please contact either Patty Fox or Jo Ann Levitt.
Paz, en el seguimiento de Jesús, (Peace in following Jesus)
Peace, Pastor Patty

From the Organ Bench
From the organ bench: As you may have known, we sent away our bells to be refurbished, a job they
sorely needed. Before, the bells were dicey…some were so loose that they would ring if you looked crosseyed at them. Some were so stiff that no matter what you did, they didn’t want to ring at all. Handles
were a mess, sometimes the clappers were backwards. With the music committee’s blessing, we sent them
to Schulmerich to have their refurbishment. As you might imagine, they came back shiny and almost like
new. And, they will be played during service very soon, so keep a look out for that, as well! In the
meanwhile, enjoy the crisp autumn weather!
Cathy Schane-Lydon
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Our Shared Life Together
PLEASE REMEMBER THE FOLLOWING IN YOUR PRAYERS:
Joyce Hovey; Rosemarie; Aleva Henderson; Anne McKinstry; Jean Damrow; Philip Connor;
Mishel Kulibaba Epstein; Lindsay Hermanski; Cary Quigley; Gail Dunlop, mother of Mary Jane
Dunlop; Colin Cunningham, son of Ronnie Cunningham; Gege Kingston; Barbara Bracknell; Betsy
Wheat; Ann Underwood; Madonna Meagher; Betsey McKearnan; and Jen Germain.
HAPPY NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
(Please let someone on the Growth Committee know if we have not
included your birthday or listed it incorrectly.)

November 3
November 5

Ken Fogarty
Diane Piraino Randolph
Deb McMenamy
November 8 Betsey McKearnan
November 11 David Anderegg
November 12 Peter Wise

November 13
November 18
November 23
November 25
November 27

Meryle Epstein
Trudy Fadding
Aleva Henderson
Kristofer Kennedy
Judi Peyron

News From Boards And Committees
Deacons
Thanksgiving Day Ecumenical Worship, November 22, 10:30 a.m.
On Thanksgiving Day, November 22, at 10:30 am, join us in worship to give thanks to God for our many
blessings. This ecumenical worship service will take place in our sanctuary, where we will be joined by
clergy and members from all the churches in Stockbridge. A time of fellowship and refreshments will follow
in the Jonathan Edwards Room. So put your turkey in the oven, then come give thanks! And if you’re

looking for company to spend the rest of the day with, please let Pastor Brent know.

Time Change - Fall Back on November 4
Time to fall back one hour! The time change takes place on Sunday, November 4, at 2:00 am. So, when you
go to bed on Saturday, turn your clock back one hour. For example, if it’s 11:00 pm, turn your clock to 10:00
pm, and get an extra hour of sleep (yay). And if you forget, no big deal, you’ll just get to church an hour
early, and you can either join the choir or the deacons!
ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4
In worship on Sunday, November 4, we will celebrate All Saints’ Day. We understand ourselves to be joined
with the great cloud of witnesses who have come before us, and on this day we honor and remember them.
The actual All Saints’ Day is on November 1, the day after Halloween. The word “Hallowe’en” is a
contraction of All Hallow’s Eve (hallow meaning saint). Hundreds of years ago, this was seen as a time
when the boundary between this world and the otherworld thinned, and spirits could more easily come into
this world and were particularly active. The souls of the dead were also said to revisit their homes seeking
hospitality, and places were set at the dinner table to welcome them. Prayers were formally offered for the
souls of the dead. People would go house to house in costume impersonating the souls of the dead, receiving
food offerings on their behalf. On All Hallow’s Eve, supernatural beings were said to be abroad and could be
imitated by wandering through the night asking for food and playing pranks, lighting the way with candles
inside hollowed out gourds (jack-o’-lanterns) to ward off evil spirits. Christian influence turned these days
into a time for honoring the saints and praying for recently departed souls.
Cindy Brown, Deacon Chair
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Christian Education
A Frightfully Fun Night
On Saturday, October 20th, a group of pre-teens, teens and parents from First Congregational Church
participated as actors in the Naumkeag Haunted House. Eleven of us donned masks, costumes and face
paint and did our very best to be scary. Volunteering for the haunted house is no small commitment. From
4:30pm to 9:30 pm, we helped light candles, learned our “roles,” and thrilled and chilled the people walking
through. By the end of the night, we were both tired and exhilarated.
Participating in Halloween events has always created a conundrum for me.
It seems like simple fun and games, and yet, the violence that is often
paired with Halloween antics raises questions for me as a person of faith.
The Sunday before our night of fright the Junior Sunday School class spent
time talking about Halloween. We discussed the history of All Hallow’s
Eve and All Saints’ Day and thought about how most people associate
Halloween with fear - fear of death, fear of dying, fear of evil. We
considered the possibility that, for some people, Halloween is a way of
facing those fears, but we also talked about how to celebrate responsibly
by not glorifying cruelty.
We then read together 1 John 4:18 which says that “there is no fear in love,
but perfect love drives out fear… .” Being assured of God’s perfect love is
one way of managing the fears we feel. Knowing that we are loved by
God, in life and in death, is a comfort to many and an important aspect of
our faith.
The Naumkeag Haunted House gave the youth of our church an opportunity to support an important
community organization, all the while building community as a group, and learning about what it means to
consider and apply one’s faith. Who knew Halloween could be such a great teaching moment!
Peace,
Pastor Scarecrow….I mean, Patty

Trustees
Jon Geldert guided the Trustees on a tour of the Church basement where we all viewed first-hand some
issues needing our attention. This would be a great spot to focus on during our upcoming November Church
Clean Up Day. Besides some clearing to be done, we noted that there is a significant humidity problem
down there and the need for a commercial dehumidifier or two would be prudent.

We are waiting for a quote from Caligari's for two shades for the JE room by the grand piano. Lenox Glass
and Door will be coming soon to repair the door closure on the hall door.
The Norway Maple next to the Manse driveway keeps losing limbs. Two firms have been called for
estimates and to advise the best action to take.
The Organ has been recently repaired and the "indeterminate screeching" has been eradicated...for now...
Respectfully,
Anne M. Roy, Trustee's Chair
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Mission and Action
Due to some very generous gifts from individuals and our budget for national and international needs, we
were able to make substantial donations for disaster relief in early October. Before Michael actually made
landfall, we sent $5000 to the Salvation Army to assist with basic needs in Florida and Alabama.
From the Salvation Army report of October 10, they were readying shelters:
"Jackson, MS With Hurricane Michael churning in the Gulf Coast and expected to make landfall in the
Florida panhandle today as a major Category 4 hurricane, Salvation Army emergency response teams
throughout the southeastern United States are readying to respond. The last of The Salvation Army’s
Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi (ALM) Division teams headed home yesterday from Hurricane Florence
service in the Carolinas—just in time to prepare for this new threat posed by Hurricane Michael. The ALM
Division is sending a full Incident Management Team to Pensacola, Florida, which will cover the Pensacola
and Fort Walton Beach areas. The Salvation Army is also preparing to respond as needed in Coastal
Alabama. The Salvation Army’s Dothan, Alabama, Corps is already serving those impacted by the storm.
Three evacuee shelters opened in Dothan yesterday, serving evacuees from the Florida panhandle. The
Salvation Army served dinner last night and will serve all three meals today to the shelter residents. The
remaining Salvation Army locations along the Gulf Coast are bracing for possible flooding and, ..., are
watching, waiting, and preparing to serve."

We also sent $2000 through the UCC to Church World Service (CWS) Disaster Relief earmarked for
Indonesia. Following is a repost from the CWS.
Emergency Appeal: Earthquake and Tsunami in Central Sulawesi, Indonesia October 8, 2018
Situation: A 7.5-magnitude earthquake struck Central Sulawesi, Indonesia, on Friday, September 28. The
quake, and the resulting 10-foot tsunami waves, leveled buildings and brought destruction to the city of Palu
(pop. 335,000) and surrounding areas. As of October 8, the death toll has reached 1,948 people, with
hundreds more missing. Thousands have been injured. Around 74,000 people have been displaced, staying in
over 140 sites. About 65,700 houses have been damaged or destroyed by the earthquake and tsunami,
leaving some 330,000 people without adequate shelter. Access to Palu remains difficult as the airport is
small and has been damaged in the earthquake and therefore can handle only a limited number of aircraft;
road access has also been affected by the earthquake. Priority needs identified are temporary shelter items
(tarpaulins, blankets, mattresses) and other non-food items, transitional shelter, water supply, sanitation,
and hygiene promotion and early recovery. Many areas have yet to receive any assistance.
CWS Response: CWS staff acted immediately, as news of the disaster broke across Asia, and the Indonesia
team has been in touch with our ACT Alliance and Humanitarian Forum Indonesia colleagues since the first
hours of the crisis to determine how best to respond. CWS currently has an emergency response team on the
ground in Palu. At the moment ,CWS is supplying clean water daily to 2,500 people in Sidera, Jono’oge,
Loru and Kabobona villages in Sigi district. CWS is working with our partners and the District Disaster
Management Agency in Tana Toraja district, South Sulawesi, to increase the clean water supply to reach
more affected people.
CWS also sent one truck with relief items: 100 tarps, rope, 200 mats, 1,000 blankets as well as 100 six-liter
bottles of water and hygiene supplies for women and babies. So far, the team has distributed 100 tarpaulins,
400 blankets and 200 mattresses to 100 households in Sidera. A second truck carrying 300 hygiene kits (80liter buckets with soap, toothbrushes, toothpaste, shampoo, etc.) departed Makassar on Monday. Together
with partners in the ACT Alliance Indonesia Forum and the Humanitarian Forum Indonesia, CWS has
initiated a program to support disaster-affected families in Sigi district, Central Sulawesi. This will help
families improve their access to water supplies and sanitation facilities. This will include support for the
construction or rehabilitation of public latrines and sanitation facilities, improved access to clean water and
support for constructing waste disposal facilities and building temporary and transitional shelters.

Both of these organizations spend 100% of disaster relief funds in direct aid. There is no overhead fee. Both
of these organizations also have a presence on the ground in the effected regions. Thank you to our
Stockbridge church family for giving us the means to respond to our world neighbors in need.
Anne Hutchinson for the Mission & Action Board
6

Events and Happenings
Thursday, November 22
Worship: 10:30 a.m.
The Sanctuary

Potluck Dinner: 11:30 a.m.
The J.E. Room
The child-friendly service brings together the churches of Stockbridge to celebrate in word, song and
prayer. See how different your day can be when you start it in the loving presence of God and neighbor.
After worship, all are invited to stay (or come) for a shared meal. The church will provide and cook turkey
breasts and vegetarian alternatives, plus we invite you to bring a dish to pass if you are able. This is a great
opportunity to share this day as a church family and to invite others who are looking for a place to share
table fellowship.
We invite you to sign-up to indicate interest in the meal so we can prepare, but come whether or not you
are able to sign-up. If you have questions or would like to volunteer to help, please contact the church
office.

All Saints’ Sunday—Sunday, November 4
The Letter to the Hebrews encourages us to live faithfully by reminding us that we are surrounded by a
great cloud of witnesses. On this Sunday, we will remember the saints of this church and our lives that
have gone before us and cheer us on today. Special music from Bob Chilcott’s Jazz Mass, communion and
an intergenerational act of remembrance will shape our worship of God. The reading for the day comes
from the prophet Isaiah and is one of the most beautiful and meaningful passages in scripture.
Come and see!

Welcoming of New Members Sunday, November 18
Membership in the United Church of Christ is an important part of our
life together. We see it as a covenant that joins us together as one
body; promises are made by those joining and promises of support,
love and fellowship are made in turn to those joining by the
congregation.
The act of welcoming new members always takes place during
worship. We celebrate the faith journeys of those who choose to walk
with us, we offer to support them, promise to let them support us, and
witness to the creation of a new body of Christ here in Stockbridge.
Please come to make promises, receive promises and celebrate as our
family continues to grow.
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Heating Season is Here!
We need your help.
The leaves are falling and so are the temperatures. Our
goal here at the church is to keep everyone comfortable
while also being mindful of our energy use and our costs.
Here is how you can help:
Temperatures are a personal thing. In general, we keep the building at 68 degrees when it is occupied.
For your individual meetings you are free to adjust that to your desired comfort. We ask you though to
leave the settings where they are for Sundays and other gatherings where we are together as a church.
If you find that too warm or cold, please talk to the Deacons on Sunday morning.


If you have an event or meeting coming up at the church, make sure that Nancy knows or that it is
on the church calendar – that way we can program the heat to come on and up in time for your
arrival and to automatically go off when you have left.



If you need to bump the temperature up or down for your event feel free to do so. The thermostats
will then regulate it back to our standard temperatures.



Please avoid using the “hold” feature. Often people forget to take off the hold and we end up
heating an empty building for long periods of time.



Our building has three furnaces – one for the sanctuary, one for the JE Room and one for the
Sergeant (offices and classroom) Wing. Given that the default settings for each furnace are set
differently, please make sure that the doors between the JE Room and the Sanctuary and the
JE Room and the Sergeant Wing are closed when you are finished and leaving the building.



Make sure the two doors going out from the JE Room to the entrance (and then out to the parking
lot) are closed. The entrance way is drafty and lets a good deal of cold air into the JE Room.

Together we are stewards of the funds entrusted to us. Our goal is to be as efficient as possible while
ensuring that all who come through the doors find the welcome of warmth and comfort. If you have
general thoughts or concerns about this approach, please talk to a member of the Trustees (their names
are in your directory).
A Couple of Special Circumstances
Seventh Heaven is heated by electric baseboard heat. The breaker switch needs to be turned on in
the Narthex and then there is a dial on the heating unit in Seventh Heaven. When you are done in
7th Heaven, turn the heat off in the room and the breaker at the bottom of the stairs.
 For those using the piano for musical purposes, we ask that you either use the piano in the JE Room
(and turn up the heat accordingly to be comfortable) or be prepared to use the Sanctuary at its lower
heat level and dress accordingly.


Thank you!
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Our Life in Pictures
Brent’s Five Year Anniversary
September 30

World Communion Sunday
October 7
Stewardship Moment
Jon Geldert-October 14

Blessing the Restored Windows
October 14
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Nancy’s Retirement Party—October 19

Naumkeag Haunted House
October 20
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