Dear Sisters and Brothers,
This year we get to enjoy two liturgically rare gifts.
Epiphany is celebrated 12 days after Christmas. This year given that
Christmas is on a Tuesday—Epiphany falls on a Sunday– so the first gift
is being able to be in worship on that Holy Day.
The season of Epiphany traditionally stretches until the beginning of
Lent. Given that the start of Lent is not until March, the second gift is
that we will have eight weeks worshipping in the Epiphany season.
The term comes from a Greek word which literally means “an
appearance” or “a manifestation of an ordinarily invisible power.” In Christian tradition, the word is closely
associated with the incarnation—it is linked to how that incarnation makes the manifestation of God easily
seen or recognized. It is that “Aha!” moment when just who Jesus is and why he matters bursts forth in our
hearts and minds.
Truth be told, of the three sacred seasons that unfold in our wintertime–Advent, Christmas and Epiphany—it
has only been recently that Christmas has become the most significant. Prior, far more attention and depth of
focus was paid to the two seasons that frame the moment of love incarnate, shepherds in the fields and angels
bedecking the skies. Attention placed on the critical work and mindset of preparation inherent in Advent and
on the recognition and meaning that is part and parcel of Epiphany.
Looking at the readings assigned for Epiphany this year it is not hard to see why. These readings are critical
for our understanding of Jesus—his path, his ministry, his calling—and for understanding our own path,
ministry and calling too. Following our Christmas pageant on the 30th of December where we linger in
Bethlehem, the readings will give us front row seats for the Magi, drive us into the desert for the temptation,
down to the river for the breaking open of the heavens and the voice proclaiming Jesus the beloved, to the
wedding in Cana and the miracles of abundance, to fulfillment of scripture in the tent, teachings that strain
the hearts of the faithful, nets bursting with fish in the waters, blessings that compel the heart, love for
enemies, and mountaintop miracles.
Hold on, hang on for this year we get a gift that lingers far past Christmas morning—we get the gift of
Epiphany that will linger with us, abide in us, and draw us forward if we let it.
Blessings to you on the ending of the calendar year and the blessings of a new liturgical year unfolding in our
midst.

Brent
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From Our Pastoral Assistant
A December 2nd Jr. Youth movie and pizza event drew together six kids and three adults to view the movie
The Blind Side. We discussed how homelessness, poverty, racism and being in th e foster care system might
affect a young person’s life, and how it the main character of the movie might have felt managing all of
these difficulties. We also considered who in our own lives protects our “blind side” including family,
friends, and God.
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From the Organ Bench
Wonderful music awaits for Christmas Eve…strings, trumpet, bells, and amazing choir pieces. I want to
highlight one…The Work of Christmas, which is a poem by Howard Thurman, set to music by Dan
Forrest. He writes,” [the poem’s] beautiful lines call us not to merely take in the sights and sounds of the
Christmas celebration, but to respond by doing our part in working toward the “peace on earth” that we so
often sing about. I never set a text to music unless it sings to me.” And, indeed, this setting is absolutely
lovely. And indeed, the entire service will be simply wonderful. I hope that this entire season sings to you
and your family, and may the New Year be bright with possibility.
Cathy Schane-Lydon

Our Shared Life Together
PLEASE REMEMBER THE FOLLOWING IN YOUR PRAYERS:
Joyce Hovey; Rosemarie; Lindsay Hermanski; Aleva Henderson; Anne McKinstry; Jean Damrow,
stepmother of Brent; Philip Connor; Mishel Kulibaba Epstein; Cary Quigley; Gail Dunlop, mother of
Mary Jane Dunlop; Colin Cunningham, son of Ronnie Cunningham; Gege Kingston; Barbara Bracknell;
Betsy Wheat; Ann Underwood; Madonna Meagher; Betsey McKearnan; Jeanne Fleming; and Jen
Germain.
HAPPY JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
(Please let someone on the Growth
Committee know if we have not
included your birthday or listed it
incorrectly.)
January 4
January 5
January 7
January 12
January 13
January 14

January 16
January 21
January 22

Lisa Nelson
Marjorie Fuller
John Morse
Jane McCormick
Anne Roy
Mary Jane Dunlop
Jeannene Booher
Jill Wheat

January 23
January 26
January 27
January 28
January 29
January 31

Nancy Wilcox
Alexis Kennedy
Pat Carlson
Daniel Knauss
Christine Smith
Ann Underwood
Willa Pohl
Kenneth LaBresh
Linda Colvin
Chuck Gillett
Vivian Wise
Cathy Clark

Service League
Thank you again to all who helped to make the Holly Fair a success. We especially thank the Glendale
crew and men of our congregation who did a phenomenal job of moving furniture, setting up and taking
down the booths, and making everything ready for the service on Sunday morning. Thanks also to the
generous donors of delicious home-baked goods. We netted almost $5000, which will be donated to
mission projects at home and abroad. About a third of this goes to local needs, such as the Elizabeth
Freeman Center and Construct; another third to international mission, such as relief for refugees and
victims of natural disasters, and the remainder to church-based needs, such as the scholarship fund and
building maintenance.
Now, it's back to work preparing for our next fund-raiser, which will be the Summer Fair, on August 10.
(Mark your calendar!) In anticipation of that, we welcome donations to Grandma's Attic all year long, so
whether you're planting seedlings or cleaning closets, think of us!
Margaret Hornick
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Church Art News
A new art show is on display in the Jonathan Edwards Room, entitled Gifts from
God.
Church artists participating are Jeannene Booher, Cindy Brown, Bob Doerr, Kinney
Frelinghuysen, Olga Schwede and Terry Wise. Enjoy the show!
Please contact Olga Schwede during coffee hour or at 413.644.9846 should you
have questions.

News From Boards And Committees
Deacons
WHAT IS EPIPHANY?
An epiphany is an illuminating discovery, realization, disclosure, or insight, a moment of sudden or great
revelation that usually changes you in some way – an “aha” moment. For Christians, “Epiphany” is the
manifestation of the divine nature of Jesus to the Gentiles as represented by the Magi or Wise Men when
they found the baby Jesus (Matthew 2:1-12), and is celebrated on January 6, the 12th day after Christmas
Day. The Epiphany season lasts until the first day of Lent.
James Joyce wrote that epiphanies “are the most delicate and evanescent of moments.” May Angelou put it
this way: “It’s the occurrence when the mind, the body, the heart, and the soul focus together and see an old
thing in a new way.” An anonymous writer said that an epiphany is “a realization, an opening, a portal to the
Divine, a magic moment that impacts you and changes you forever; a moment that changes the lens through
which you view your life; a moment of descending light; a drastic shift in energy and change of perspective
that happens in a moment of clarity; a sense of wonderment; a clarifying direction; that moment where you
know your life is never going to be the same.”
An epiphany might be like that of the travelers on the road to Emmaus described in the gospel of John, who
suddenly recognized the risen Jesus in the breaking of the bread. Or the experience could be like that of Paul,
whom the book of Acts says was knocked down in an encounter with the risen Christ on the road to
Damascus. Or we may be like the Magi, actively seeking and finding answers to mysterious clues on their
long journey following a star. “On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they
knelt down and paid him homage.”
I’ve always been jealous of these cataclysmic Biblical experiences. But our Epiphany may come to us more
quietly, as a delicate and evanescent moment.
Lo, in the silent night
A child to God is born
And all is brought again
That ere was lost or lorn.
Could but thy soul, O man,
Become a silent night!
God would be born in thee
And set all things aright.
(15th century)
Submitted by Cindy Brown, deacon chair
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Christian Education
On Dec. 9, after many years of hiatus, the CE Board hosted an advent celebration. About 40 folks stayed for
a potluck lunch before we moved on to making advent wreaths and Christmas crafts. Folks of all sizes
worked together to make ornaments and potato and sponge print paper crafts. It was all good. Tummies
were full. Hearts were full. Clear bulbs were full of ribbons, lace and stars. And cards, gift bags and
wrapping paper were hung in the nursery with care for their poster paint to dry.

Mission and Action
From: Santa
To: Alice, Amy, Anna, Ashley, Betsey, Betty, Blueberry, Brent, Brian, Cathy, Cindy, Claire,
Corinne, David, Deb, Diane, Drea and at least 50 more, all the way through Vicky, Willa,
and Willow.
Thank you! You all helped to bring Christmas to a dozen families with 30 young children. I hope that all of
you experienced the joy of truly giving to folks you don't know. Families that only know that some very
generous neighbors chose to open their hearts and wallets to them. Also, you gifted single adults in
transition into the community. Over one hundred fifty gifts are helping folks feel the warmth of this season.
The homeless cats and shelter dogs of the Berkshires are also well fed tonight: 100 lbs of dog food and 50
lbs for the cats.
The Holy Spirit is working through all of us to be Christ on earth.
As reported by Anne Hutchinson, chair
From Literacy Network of Southern Berkshire:
Thank you for your generosity through the Giving Tree. I separated out the gifts for Isabella (11 year old
girl, vision impaired, needed winter clothes) and her mom already came over to pick them up. (She came
within two minutes of me texting her to let her know.) She was SO happy and she said Isabella will be, too.
Our thanks, again, to you both and to the wonderful community at First Congregational Church of
Stockbridge!
Jennifer, Executive Director

Financial Secretary
Yes you can! It's not too late to make a contribution as part of your 2018 giving to the church. We can
accept checks up to January 15, if they are dated no later than December 31, 2018, and include it in
your giving statement for 2018. You will receive your 2018 statement by January 31.
If you are over 70 1/2 and have an IRA this information may be useful: New tax law has doubled the
standard deduction and has capped the amount that can be deducted for state and local taxes. Together, this
means that for many taxpayers using the standard deduction may be more beneficial than itemizing. This
may mean that you would no longer be able to deduct charitable contributions, such as those to the church.
However if you are over 70 1/2 and have an IRA, you can direct a payment from that IRA to go directly to a
charity (like the church) and the amount of the gift will not count as a taxable distribution, as it otherwise
would. Thus, one gets the benefit of a charitable deduction (in the form of reduced taxes on IRA
distributions) without itemizing. One can use the IRA required minimum distribution (RMD) for this
purpose. This information was provided by one of the members of the church, who suggests that if this may
apply to you, you should contact your tax advisor or check out IRS Publication 590-B.
Ron Hanft, Financial Secretary
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Events and Happenings
NEW Adult Small Groups Forming in January

All are invited to
participate in these
small group educational classes led by Pastor Brent. We will be using a video series produced by the same
folks who publish the curriculum we use in our Sunday School classes. This series focuses on central
practices of our faith and brings some of the best pastors, teachers and minds to us through short video
presentations. We will then spend the rest of the time engaging the topics, learning from each other and
considering how we might engage the practices in the week to come.
The topics will include:

Prayer—Oriented Toward God (with Brian McLaren)
Food—Eating with Jesus (with Sara Miles)
Worship—Seeking God’s Presence (with Mike Slaughter)
Sacraments—A Tapestry of Traditions (with Phyllis Tickle)
Money—The Joy of Sharing (with Shane Claiborne)
Service—The Needs Right around You (with Enuma Okoro)
Community—An Unexpected Family (with Doug Pagitt)
Sign-up sheets are in the JE Room and sessions will be held:

Mondays (starting 1/14) 3:30-4:30 p.m.
Thursdays (starting 1/17) 5:45-6:45 p.m.
Questions? Talk to Pastor Brent!
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NEW MEMBERS
Jim Erwin

I spent 40 years living in NYC. While there I
owned a restaurant, bought and sold wine and
formed my own wine import company.
I have been a tournament croquet player for decades and still play in 5 - 7 tournaments per year
along the east coast. I describe croquet as the
best fraternity I ever joined. Once an avid horseback rider, I am currently grounded. I still enjoy
walking out with the hounds in the morning and
walks in the country. I particularly look forward
to annual trips to Burgundy.

I have one son, a recent graduate of Colby College who is currently an investment banker in
NYC.

Elizabeth Evans

A New Jersey native, Elizabeth spent many happy
summers at camp in the Berkshires. She and her
husband Ian, a Bay Area native, moved back to the
area three years ago from Big Sur, California. She
lived and worked at the Esalen Institute for seven
years where she was a full-time chef, part time hippie. Most recently in hospitality management, she
is currently enjoying new motherhood before she
decides on her next career adventure.

Raised in the Episcopal church and with six years
of Catholic all-girls school, she enjoys good food,
baking for friends, traveling to new places, 80s
music and camp songs, calligraphy, long walks and
naps, cheesy movies, cozy fires, and living in community. She and her husband live in Monterey with
their silly black lab Chase and four-month old
daughter Gwendolyn – the light of their lives.

Elizabeth Young

I grew up in Ithaca and became an English professor
in California, eventually moving back east with my
husband to become a hospice social worker. I’m now
a therapist and writer; my current writing projects
focus on the poetic stories and transformations I witness in my work. In addition to writing, I sing in the
church choir, play in a weekly poker game, and teach
an annual literature course for OLLI. My husband
died in 2013, and I now live in Great Barrington with
two beautiful cats, Cleo and Annie, who provide extra entertainment and warmth to my life.
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Following the tragedy at the Tree of Life Congregation in Pittsburgh in October, we sent
a letter of support and solidarity (signed by many of you) to our brothers and sisters at
Hevreh. Here is the text of a letter of gratitude we recently received from them.
To the Congregants of the First Congregational Church of Stockbridge,
I am writing to you on behalf of the Board of Trustees of Hevreh of Southern Berkshires.
We would like to express our deepest gratitude for your heartfelt words of sympathy and
brotherhood at this dark time.
We read your notes during our last Board meeting and there were many tears rolling
down our cheeks. The notes were encouraging that we are not alone. In that spirit, we
are hoping that you will join us at the synagogue for a Friday night or Saturday morning service!
Happy Holidays!
Julie Gale

Thanksgiving @Stockbridge UCC
We tried something different at church this Thanksgiving. After the service, 15 of us stayed, pulled the
turkey and casseroles out of the oven, and sat down to dine as a church family. As Ronnie said, “To
have Thanksgiving at church, open to all, was joyous and moving. It really did feel like an extended
family with a great deal of affection.”
Ashley Collins echoed the feeling “I was lucky enough to spend most of my Thanksgivings with a borrowed family. When I was in my mid-twenties, my family and the borrowed family moved to different
states. The kids all grew up and scattered. So it’s been awhile since I’d experienced a Thanksgiving
gathering that felt full, warm, and in community. To be able to go to a church service to reset then be
able to share a meal with a community of people gathered with good intent was a wonderful way of
spending the day. My son got to have a community Thanksgiving surrounded by people who know him
and care. I went to work later that day with a full heart and belly!”
The food, of course, was great, from traditional turkey, cranberry sauce and yams to Olga Schwede’s
Apple Swedish Cake. And there were leftovers to take home. Jill says, “dinner was simply lovely/
simple and lovely/ no drama/ plenty of great food and fellowship and the opportunity for getting to
know people better/ easy peasy/ cooking only one dish and not having to travel or clean my house for
company! Let’s do it again next year! Amen!”
Amen indeed. I know I’ll be at the second annual Thanksgiving dinner at church, celebrating with my
family. I’ll bring the stuffing.
Diane Piraino
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Our Life in Pictures

Santa Claus stopped by the Holly Fair for serious
discussions with the children. The Fair was a great
success, raising funds to support local and church
needs and international missions.

Work being done on the Norway Maple
to eliminate safety concerns and
strengthen structural integrity.
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Santa’s helpers sorting and
shipping the gifts going to
local families. And the cats
and dogs were not forgotten! Thank you!

On December 9, after a potluck lunch,
friends and families enjoyed making crafts
at the Advent workshop.
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